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The SPEAKER (Mr Thompson) took die Chair
at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS
Questons were taken at this stage.

BILLS (2): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
I READING

1. Child Welfare Act AmeydmehC Bill.
Dill introduced, -on motion by Mr Ridge

(Minitr for Community Welfare), and
read a first time.

2. Mine Workers' Relief Act Amendment
Bill.

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Mensaros
(Minister for Mines), and read a first
time.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY:- FIFTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 9th August, on the
following motion by Mr Hassell-

flat the following Address-in-Reply to
His Excellency's Speech be agreed to-

May it please Your Excellency: We,
the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of the State of Western
Australia in Parliament assembled, beg
to express loyalty to our Most Gracious
Sovereign, and to thank Your
Excellency for the Speech you have been
pleased to address to Parliament.

MR HODGE (Melville) [5.13 p.m.): I intend
to devote my maiden speech to a subject I con-
sider is of paramount importance to the Parli-
ment and people of Western Australia--the need
for the reform of the electoral laws governing
State Parliaments and local governing authorities.
Parliamentary democracy in Western Australia
is a farce. Western Australia has never been
a genuine parliamentary democracy -and I do not
think it is likely to become one in the foreseeable
future.

We. the members of the Legislative Assembly
are all actors playing our part in perpetrating
a farce upon -the people of Western Australia,
a farce that this Parliament is a democratic
institution, elected democratically and functioning
democratically. What a gigantic fraud and
deception the whole situation really is.

In the five months I have been a member of
Parliament I have had pressure put on me to
learn the system, accept it, play my role1 and
enjoy the privileges and benefits which come with
membership of an exclusive club. We all have a
role to play in giving the public an impression
that this State is not only officially and tech-
nically a democracy but, in fact, that democracy
is alive and well. What a fraud we are attempting
to perpetrate on the people of Western Australia.

Parliamentary democracy in Western Australia
is dead. I do not believe it has ever really been
alive. One does not have to be very observant
or unduly sensitive to detect the low opinion and
the lack of confidence and trust in which many
people in the community hold politicians in gen-
eral. I believe that much of the cynicism about
and suspicion of politicians has been brought
about by the rigging of electoral laws, the blatant
manipulation of the electoral boundaries, the ques-
tionable funding of elections and the obviously
weak and undemocratic role Parliament plays in
governing the affairs of the State.

Many people in Western Australia have not
been taken in by the play-acting that goes on in
this place under the guise of parliamentary demo-
cracy in action. What chance does the Parlia-
ment have of functioning democratically and
confidentially, and of inspiring confidence and
trust in the people when its very basis--the
method of election-is dishonest and is seen to be
dishonest by a very large section of the popula-
tion?

Te. people must be confident that the Parlia-
ment, after an election, truly represents their
wishes and is a reflection of the community's cur-
rent political judgment. Election of members of
Parliament in Western Australia must be free and
honest and conducted under electoral laws which
give every citizen equal voting strength.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!

Mr HODGE: In my former occupation as
Assistant State Secretary of the ALP and, prior to
that, as a full-time union official, I travelled
extensively in the State and met and talked to
hundreds of people each week. They were mainly
working-class people, trade unionists, and, in the
main, supporters of the ALP. The degree of dis-
illusion ment with the present political system which
is plainly evident amongst them is very great
indeed.

The body blow struck at parliamentary
democracy nationally by the conservative force
in this country in 1975 has confirmed the sus-
picion that many people held about the Australian
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system of democracy. For those people who were
already disillusioned with it, the actions then deep-
ened their resentment against the system and those
who manipulate it. The representatives of con-
servatism who sit opposite me in this Chamber
must surely realise that nearly half the total popu-
lation of this State votes for the ALP at every
election. A large proportion of them currently
hold the opinion that the electoral laws are dis-
honest and rigged against the party for which they
vote. Surely the conservative forces which run
this Government must realise that they cannot go
on frustrating the will of hundreds of thousands
of Western Australians year in and year out with-
out risking serious repercussions of one type or
another.

Many people today are worried about the
polarsation and bitterness in politics. Some con-
servative politicians and employers complain about
increasing industrial unrest and so-called indus-
tri~A lawlessness. What do they expect? flat is
jut'f the tip of the iceberg, an indication of the
s rious decline our parliamentary system is in.

It is time the Court Government realised that
4t must act at least to reform the most blatant
anti-labour laws and practices if it wishes to avoid
doing irreparable damage to the system of par-
liamentary democracy. If this Government wishes
to bring about the ultimate destruction of the
present system it is going the right way about it.

The lack of regard and respect the Court Gov-
ernment has for Parliament was very clearly
demonstrated by the fact that Parliament was not
called together Until more than five months after
the election. In fact, Parliament was adjourned
for eight months from the end of November,
1976, to July, 1977. The Executive governed this
State for eight months without parliamentary
scrutiny or participation.

The Government has gone just too far on this
occasion by governing for a period of over eight
months without parliamentary scrutiny or parti-
cipation. Many people in the community are begin-
ning to question the way we are governed and the
respective roles that the Parliament and the
Executive should play in the process. During the
five months I have been a member of Parliament
I have been approached by many constituents,
requesting me to raise matters of importance in
this House; matters affecting the wages-price
freeze, record unemployment, and increasd in-
flation. Those people were shocked and could not
believe me when I told them that Parliament had
not met during a period of five months.

Apparently the time has now arrived when it is
conavenient for the Executive to reconvene Parlia-

ment, and we all dutifully file into our seats so
that the Legislative Assembly can resume.

It is interesting to look around and see just how
democratic this Parliament is, and wonder just
who has a right to be here. I wonder whether the
votes which will be cast in this Chamber during
the coining weeks will genuinely reflect the views
of the community. I think not.

For the electors of Western Australia, and par-
ticularly those in Melville, who believe-or once
believed-that we have a genuine parliamentary
democracy in this State I will outline how Parlia-
ment has been subverted and manipulated into
its present sad state. Perhaps even some of the
conservatives in this House should listen and de-
cide whether they think the present system is just,
equitable, and democratic.

There are 55 members in the Legislative Assem-
bly, representing 663 000 electors. The unequal
distribution of those electors over the 55 seats is
the first step in the rigging of the Parliament.

The United Nations' declaration of human
rights states that the will of the people should
be expressed in periodic genuine elections which
shall be by universal and equal suffrage, and shall
be held by secret vote or by an equivalent free
voting procedure.

Australia is a signatory to that declaration, yet
the people in Western Australia suffer a massive
abuse of that principle of equality of voting
values. The abuse of equality of voting values
in Australia is not restricted to this State, but it
is the worst in this State. Some Liberal Party
members apparently do believe in the democratic
principle of one-vote-one-value. The President
of the South Australian Liberal Party, in a sub-
mission to the South Australian Electoral Boun-
daries Commission, strongly supported the propo-
sition of one-vote-one-value, I wonder what that
gentleman would think of the present Parliament
in Western Australia where we have some mem-
bers of the Legislative Assembly representing
nine times as many electors as other members.
The largest Assembly seat in this Parliament has
18 000 electors, and the smallest has 2 000.

If the Western Australian Parliament were
elected on the principle of one-vote-one-value,
then each Assembly electorate would have just
over 12 000 electors. Based on that figure, the
largest Assembly seat-Whitford-with 188989
electors is 56 per cent above the average, and
the smallest seat-Murchison-Eyre-with 2 110
electors is 461 per cent below average.

The position in the so-called "House oR
Review", the Legislative Council, is even worse.
The largest Council province contains nearly 15
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times as many electors as the smallest province.
There are 5 743 electors in the smallest province--
Lower North-and 84 943 electors in the largest
province-North Metropolitan. If the one-vote-
one-value principle abplied there would be an
average of 41 405 in each province.
. At that rate, the Lower North Province is 622
per cent under the average, and the North Metro-
politan Province is 105 per cent above the average.
That type of abuse of the fundamental principle
of democratic elections, as laid down by the
United Nations, is the major reason the Western
Australian Parliament is the most undemocratic
in Australia.

The deliberate denial of the equality of voting
values, along with other undemocratic electoral
law;, results in a Legislative Assembly that is
distorted; distorted to the extent that it -is possible
for 331 per cent of the electors to elect the
majority of seats in this Legislative Assembly-
28 seats. Under these circumstances the will ot
the other 661 per cent of the electors is frustrated
and denied. So much for the democratic principle
that the majority decision rules!

This sort of malpractice and vote weighting
was declared undemocratic and illegal by the
United States Supreme Court 12 years ago. In
Western Australia we still have to suffer it in
'977.

The excuse offered by conservative politicians
for this type of distortion of the democratic pro-
cess is that the vote weighting provides protection
for rural people-that rural people have special
problems which can be resolved only by the
weighting of votes. What rubbish! Rural vote
weighting was introduced years ago when there
were no telephones, no radios, no television, poor
postage services, no aircraft, and poor roads.

The weighting of votes did not achieve its
objective when it was introduced, and its only
effect now is to give the conservative political
parties of this State permanent control and
domination of the Parliament.

The weighting of rural votes, along with other
measures such as the amendment to the Electoral
Districts Act which allows for fluctuations of 15
per cent above or below the quota for electors
in each rural electorate, and 10 per cent above
or below the quota for electors in metropolitan
electorates, results in a situation where the pre-
dominantly conservative voting rural electors, who
mate up one-third of the population, can domin-
ate the other two-thirds of voters who reside in
the metropolitan area.

The special problems of city dwellers, such
as pollution, violence, crime, traffic, parking res-
trictions, noise, 'and housing costs apparently are

insignificant and do not compare with the prob-
lems of the rural dwellers, and vote weighting
is not required.

Under the present system it is possible for the
Australian Labor Party to win every vote in the
metropolitan area-all 439 886 of themn-
the ALP could win every metropolitan area seat,
and still not be able to form a Government,

The undemocratic nature of the electoral
system at work was shown very clearly in the
result of the 1974 election. In the 1.egis-
lative Assembly the ALP received 48.1 per cent
of the primary vote hut obtained only 43 per
cent of the seats, a total of 22. The Liberal
Party received 40.34 per cent of the primary vote
and obtained 45 per -cent of the seats, a total
of 23.

Since the "allegedly" democratic elections were
introduced into this State, the ALP has on occa-
sions gained. the majority of members in the
Legislative Assembly, usually by polling over 50
per cent of the vote. However, we have never
won an election for the Legislative Council. Since
1890 we have lost 39 elections out of 39 for the
upper House. What sort of democracy do we
have in Western Australia in 19777 It appears to
be 1890 style of democracy.

Although the Australian Labor Party, from
time to time, has been able to form a Govern-
ment by winning a majority of the seats in the
Legislative Assembly, in reality we have never
governed the State because we have never con-
trolled the Legislative Council.

When Labor forms a Government based on a
majority of members in the lower Hous-t4he
Legislative Assembly-the conservative parties
form a die facto Government based on their
majority in the Legislative Council. This was
most noticeable when the Hawke and Tonkin
Labor Governments were in office. It has to
be remembered that Labor Governments are only
in office, never in power.

Regardless of what policy or what particular
programme the Australian Labor Party puts to
the people during an election campaign, and
whether or not the people endorse that policy,
it must meet with the approval of the die facto
Liberal-National Country Party Government in
the upper House. If the policy does not meet
with their approval, it is thrown out.

Examples of the upper House die facto con-
servative Government in operation are fully and
factually recorded in Mansard for all to see.
During a three-year period of the Hawke Labor
Government the tie facto Government in the
Legislative Council threw out 21 Bills which the
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elected Government had introduced into the
Legislative Assembly. Those Bills were passed
in this House, and then thrown out when they
reached the upper House.

During the period of the Brand Government
the remarkable "House of Review" had a sudden
change of role. It rejected only one Bill
during the last three-year term of the Brand Gov-
ernment. When the Tonkin Government was
elected the Legislative Council was suddenly gal-
vanised into action, and rejected another 20 Bills
which were introduced by the legally elected Gov-
ernment of this State. Those Bills passed through
the Legislative Assembly, and were thrown out
by the de facto Government in the upper House.

When Labor Governments are elected we have
in fact two Governments in the State, one based
on the Legislative Assembly and one based on the
Legislative Council.

Since the election of the Court Govern-
ment in 1974, the upper House has been in hiber-
nation again. How many Bills has it rejected
since 1917 None. It has gone into a state of
suspended animation.

I mentioned at the beginning of my speech
that parliamentary democracy in Western Austra-
lia was a farce. What more conclusive evidence
of that do we want than the facts I have just
outlined? In Western Australia, although the
people have regularly and often expressed their
wish through the ballot box that the Australian
Labor Party should govern the State, we have
never in fact governed it.

The general conservative view of electoral demno-
cracy appears to be that lip service is paid to
it and some small measure of democratic pro-
cess is permitted provided the people do not get
carried away with it and elect a Labor Govern-
ment too often or by too large a majority, and
provided further that the conservatives always
have the upper House. either the Senate or the
Legislative Council, to block any Bills with which
they do not agree.

If any action by a Labor Government threatens
to alter the status quo or the balance of power
in the community, the conservatives drop all pre-
tences of a commitment to Parliamentary demo-
cracy. They will then take any action necessary
to ensure that the threat is overcome.

There have been two vivid examples of that
in recent times. In 1975 the conservatives, in
collusion with the Governor-General, brough
about the dismissal of the legally elected nationa
Labor Government which had a majority in the
lower House of the Federal Parliament but

unfortunately its legislative programme did not
meet with the approval of the die facto Govern-
ment in the Senate.

On another occasion when the Tonkin Govern-
ment was in office in Western Australia the Leg-
islative Council threatened to cut off supply and
force the Government to an early election because
it did not approve of the Government's legislative
programme. Fortunately, it did not carry out
that threat, but the very fact that it was being
considered shows the scant regard the conservatives
have for the system of parliamentary democracy.

The Legislative Council in this State has wide-
ranging, unchecked powers. It can reject or amend
Hills, including money Bills. By rejiecting a
money Bill it can force a Government based on
the Legislative Assembly to an election, but the
Legislative Council remains unaffected and can-
not be made to answer for its actions or be forced
to an early election. The Legislative Council
cannot be dissolved or reformed unless it so
agrees. If the Legislative Council becomes dead-
locked with the Legislative Assembly over legis-
lation, it will always prevail. There is no proper
mechanism in operation for resolving deadlocks.

The Western Australian Legislative Council is
probably the most powerful upper House in Aus-
tralia. There is a desperate need for action to
be taken to curtail its vast powers, reform its
undemocratic nature, and at least give it some
resemblance to a democratic institution. I believe
there is a strong case for the eventual abolition
of the Legislative Council. The role and func-
tion of the upper House as designed in the 1 890s
is no longer relevant or necessary in today's
society. We should be committed to planning for
a unicameral Parliament. A single-chamber Par-
liament could be established with the same num-
ber of members as the total of the two existing
Houses, with all members elected from single-
member electorates. This would result in each

member representing about 8 000 constitutents
who would have votes of equal value-a very
novel situation for this State.

As an interim step along the way towards the
goal of creating a democratically elected, uni-
cameral Parliament, legislation should be passed
providing for the upper House to be elected by
proportional representation with the whole State
being a single electorate.

The power of the Council to reject, defer, or
amend money Bills must be removed.

Mr Jamieson: Hear, hear!

Mr HODGE: If the Council refuses to pass
legislation which has already been passed by the
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Legislative Assembly, such Bills should become
law 12 months after the third reading in the
Legislative Assembly.

For Assembly members representing country
electorates, the following measures should now
be adopted, instead of fiddling with the value of
the vote--

(1) Electorate allowances adjusted to be
commensurate with the difficulties and
disabilities involved in representing their
electorates.

(2) Appropriate additional staff to help with
visits, contacts, and the running of a
country electorate.

(3)
(4)

Free transport for electoral purposes.
Free telephone, with the right of electors
to reverse charges when contacting their
member.

(5) Free postage for up to 100 letters a week
and free telegrams.

(6) Provision for more than one office in the
electorate where necessary.

(7) Subsidised city accommodation where
required for parliamentary purposes.

The adoption of these measures should remove
the need for the current undemocratic practice
of weighting votes to compensate for special
problems encountered by country members.

Many other steps should be taken to restore
democracy to this Parliament. The one-vote-one-
value principal must be used in determining
quotas for electorates. The maximum permis-
sible fluctuation must not be more than 10 per
cent above or below the quota in all seats, both
country and metropolitan.

The Electoral Act should be amended to
provide for optional preferentiail voting and the
use of ballot papers showing the party affiliation
of the candidates. State and Federal electoral
rolls should be amalgamated. The Act should
be amended to allow reasonable access, by those
wishing to distribute how-to-vote cards, to per-
sons in hospitals, homes for the aged, and similar
institutions, subject to reasonable medical .e-

quirements. Additional mobile polling booth
facilities are also required. The Electoral De-
partment should establish an electoral education
section to acquaint electors, particularly Abori-
ginal and non-Englishi-speaking Australians, with
the electoral laws.

Among the further steps which need to be
taken, legislation should be passed to ensure that
all political parties disclose the source of their
funds. A subsidy should be granted to political
parties on the basis of the percentage of votes

they obtained at the previous election, provided
the vote was over 5 per cent of the total vote.
Campaign spending should be limited to a realis-
tic figure. Amendments should be made to the
Companies Act to compel disclosure of political
contributions in the published accounts of com-
panies.

To ensure Parliament never again falls into the
same weak, undemocratic state it is in today, we
must establish a constitutional review committee
to review the State Constitution on a regular five-
yearly basis. The committee should seek sub-
missions from the public and hold public hear-
ings. it should then report to the Parliament on
its deliberations,

There can be no democracy in Western Aust-
ralia until the will of the people is genuinely
reflected in Parliament and the Parliament is
made to function in a democratic manner as a
servant of the people, answerable to the people,
and speaking for the people. Parliament should
not be merely the tool of the Government or a
rubber stamp for the Executive, Parliament
should be the master of the Executive arm of
government, not just the Government's rubber
stamp.

I now wish to turn my attention for a few
minutes to the local government scene. If there
is an area where elections are conducted in an
even more undemocratic manner than the elections
for the State Parliament, it is in local govern-
ment elections.

Western Australia is one of the few places in
the world which still tolerate plural voting. There
is no plural voting in local government elections
in the United Kingdom, the United States, and
most other western democracies. The principle
of determining how many votes a person has by
his wealth and the amount of property he owns
is fundamentally corrupt and thoroughly undemo-
cratic.

Many reforms to [he laws governing local gov-
ernment elections are needed, but the one-vote-
one-value principle must be adopted as funda-
menial. Provision must be made for optional
preferential voting, and it must be made conm-
pulsory for all adults resident in a local govern-
ment area to vote.

The reluctance of the conservative political part-
ies in this State to legislate to reform local gov-
ernment voting procedures is obviously due to the
stranglehold which the present system gives them
over local government authorities. Councillors
with conservative political views and affiliations
dominate most local government authorities in
this State.
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The outraged indignation and phoney screams
of alarm and concern by Liberal Party politicians
and their associates on councils about the intrusion
of party politics into local government is only
so much hypocrisy. There has always been party
politics in local govermecnt-mainly, Liberal
Party politics! The scmrea goes up if any person
or persons who are not members of the Liberal
Party or sympathetic to the Liberal Party dare to
stand or are elected to local government auth-
orities.

The dominance of the Liberal Party over many
councils is very plain to see. The local govern-
ment authority which covers the major portion
of my electorate is no exception to that rule.
A more conservative council than the Melville
City Council would be hard to find. Most of the
councillors on the Melville City Council are either
conservatives or very sympathetic to conservative
political parties. At least one Melville City
councillor has stood as an endorsed Liberal Party
candidate for the State Parliament and another
sought Liberal Party pre-selection, apparently
unsuccessfully. A few of the councillors are
not conservatives, and in fact, are quite progres-
sive, but of course, they are in the minority.

On several occasions since my election as the
member for Melville, the Melville City Council
has demonstrated to me where its political
sympathies lie. The most serious display of
partiality towards the Liberal Party came recently
in the form of the council's association with a
booklet entitled, 'The Melville Directory of Com-
munity Services".

Ten thousand copies of this booklet were dis-
tributed in the Melville district a few weeks ago.
The booklet, published by a private publisher-
Axiom Publicity-has a drawing of the Melville
council chambers on its front cover, and on the
first page appeared a letter, endorsing the booklet
and recommending it to the ratepayers of the
City of Melville; the letter was signed by the
mayor on behalf of the City of Melville.

On page 3 of the booklet, directly beneath the
names and details of all the councillors, appeared
the heading "Young Liberals" followed by details
of where all the various branches of the Young
Liberals could be contacted in the Melville dis-
trict. No other political party was mentioned.
Needless to say, the Labor member for Melville
was not mentioned either.

Mr Tonkin: No politics in local government!

Mr HODGE: I wrote to the mayor to com-
plain about this-he blamed the publisher. I

(51

contacted the publisher and he blamed the Mel-
ville City Council. He told me that the Melville
City Council compiled and supplied all the inform-
ation that appeared in the booklet.

I investigated a little further and I found that
this particular company published several other
booklets in association with other local govern-
ment authorities. Perusing these, I found that
every political party active in the particular areas
was mentioned in the booklets, and all the mnem-
bers of Parliament were mentioned. So it is
fairly clear to me who the culprit was in this
case.

Since may election the council has attempted to
frustrate me in several other petty ways. It refused
what most people would consider to be a fair and
reasonable request for a copy of the council
minutes for the local member. 'The feeble excuse
offered was that the council would be hard pres-
sed to supply all members of Parliament repre-
seating the area with copies of the minutes if
they all decided on such a request. I am the
only member of Parliament who has requested a
copy-I was naive enough to think that the coun-
cil would be only too happy to think I was
interested in the proceedings of the Melville City
Council, to know I was interested in the area
and wanted to learn as much as I could about
it.

The town clerk wrote to tell me that I could
go to the local library to read the minutes when
they became available.

Another practice the council has adopted and
which has frustrated many of my constituents is
that when someone mistakenly rings the Mel.
ville City Council chambers seeking me or seek-
ing my telephone number or address, the Melville
City Council informs the inquirer that it has never
heard of me, it does not know my telephone
number, and it does not know my address. I
have notified the council in writing, and I have
notified the council verbally of my address and
telephone number. The Melville City Council
sends letters to my office, but at the same time
it tells electors that it does not know that I exist
or where my office is! So much for the popular
myth about no politics in local government.

Mr Speaker. I have attempted, in this my maiden
speech, to draw attention to the need for major
reform in laws governing the election of State
members of Parliament and the election of coun-
cillors to local government authorities.

I hope I have given all members of the House
some caue for thought on this subject. I hope
that there may be a few democrats sitting on
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the Government side of the House, particularly
amongst the new members. I hope that I have
stirred a few consciences-even if I have stirred
one conscience I will be happy as that will have
advanced the people of Western Australia one
small step along the long tortuous path towards
real parliamentary democracy.

Mr Bryce: A breath of fresh air.

MR IE)RZFELD (Mundaring). [5.46 p.m.]:
In speaking to the Address-in-Reply which was
so ably moved by my colleague, the member
for Cottesloe, I indicate at this stage that my
address will be directed to matters which affect
my electorate and those which concern my con-
stituents.

Before I turn to talk about those matters,' I
would like to offer you, Sir, my best wishes on
your election to the Chair. I have known you as
a constituent-in fact, probably technically I
am still a constituent of yours. I acknowledge
at first hand your dedication to the tasks required
of a parliamentary representative. I am sure
this style, applied to your present high office, will
bring great credit to it.

I would like also to join with others in record-
ing my thanks to the parliamentary staff and
officers for the assistance and guidance so freely
and patiently given in helping me to find my way
around this place.

I have found my presence in this building to be
a most humbling experience. Whatever his back-
round might be, the newcomer cannot help but
feel impressed by the wealth of ability, experi-
ence, and dedication he finds amongst his fellow
members.

Despite some disparaging remarks which I have
heard since I have been here about the role of
back-benchers on this side of the House, it is my
intention to show that a back-bencher does have
a place here and can make a useful contribu-
tion even though he is on the Government side.
Certainly I shall be trying to make a useful con-
tribution.

It was, I think, the member for Balcatta who
had occasion to refer to the seats occupied by the
member for Subiaco, the member for Bunbury,
and me, as the back stalls. The need for this
new bench is visible evidence of the peoples
decision last February, and will no doubt continue
to be a source of distraction to the members of
the Opposition.

It is an exciting time in this State's history for
a new member to be elected to the Parliament.
Travelling around the State, as I have done for
the last 30 years, I can see the achievements

which have resulted from a century and a half
of endeavour-the endeavour of past generations.

The last two decades have been particularly
spectacular and indicate just what faith and dedi-
cation can achieve. They spell out just how
great the potential of this State really is. I look
forward to being part of the action which, in the
next few years, will unlock this great potential
and make it a reality.

I turn now to my electorate. Most members
would realise it is associated closely with one of
the most significant public works projects ever
undertaken in this State. I refer, of course, to
the goldfields water supply scheme which has
contributed so much to the economic well-being of
Western Australia. The fountain head, the start-
ing point for the 370-mile journiey for the water
is. of course, the Mundaring Weir.

The Mundaring electorate was constituted for
the election held in 1974. My predecessor, Mr
James Moiler, held the seat for one term.
I use this opportunity to recognise the dedication
with which he served the electorate; because of
this I wish him well for the future and in his
new occupation.

The electorate is some 3 000 square kilometres
in size and embraces rural areas of the Shires
of Swan, Mundaring, and Toodyay. It contains
a heterogenous mixture of lifestyles, in the main
semi-rural and rural.

The question of lifestyles is of extreme im-
portance to people in my electorate particularly
as it relates to a very attractive environment.
Most would indicate they were persuaded to come
to live in the area because it offered a peaceful
refuge, in unique settings, free from the hurly
burly of modern-day life.

They have a united desire to guard this very
precious asset. They are very much aware of
the changes Occurring around them; aware of
the pressures for change, socially and economic-
ally. Much of what they see they do not like.
As are the rest of the people in this State and
nation, they are at times bewildered by what
they see. The people look at the last four or
five years and see a continuous attack directed
at the social fabric and economic well-being of
this country. They ask, as well they might,
"What has happened to Australia?" It was once
a nation admired for its strength of national pur-
pose, strength of character, and independence
of spirit. It was a land of opportunity, a country
where individual effort reaped individual reward;
not reward for a few, but reward for all who
set out to achieve it.

When I came to Western Australia as a boy
30 years ago, the Australian had the image of a
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bard-working, hard-drinking, hard-playing indi-
vidual. He worked to create a better future
for his family, his State and his nation. He
toiled under much more difficult conditions than
he does today, but I believe he did so gladly be-
cause he had a sense of national purpose.

Today, working conditions and the material
life of people are infinitely better. Is it any
wonder, therefore, as I said earlier that so many of
my constituents, and other people in this country,
are bewildered by what they see going on around
them and the disruptive activities of those sup-
posedly working for a better life for Australians?

I would just like to quote one or two extracts
from articles which appeared in the Daily News
of Wednesday, the 20th July, to make my point.
These are just chosen at random. One writer
says-

It is becoming increasingly obvious that
this country is slowly but surely being
dragged down into the gutter by militant
trade unions whose only thought is to cause
as much strife as possible for the govern-
meat and people of this country regardless
of the consequences.

A further extract reads-
I voted and so did the ijiajority of Aus-

tralians at the last election for a government
to use its power and authority if necessary
to protect and uphold the law.

I did not vote for a union to try to cripple
our state or nation.

1 could read on, Mr Speaker, but many of them
are in the same vein. I might add that even
the Leader of the Opposition has recognised some
of the feelings that are abroad in the community
because in the Daily News of the 29th July he
was quoted as saying-

I think people are geting sick and tired
of confrontation.

I make no apology for drawing attention to the
actions of the few who, either through ignorance
or deliberately, are systematically destroying the
economic well-being of this country. We had in
this country a system of industrial conciliation
and arbitration which was the envy of the rest
of the world.

The member for Gosnells the other day used
the phrase "politics of fear". I would like to
quote a couple of phrases out of a newspaper
cutting which perhaps portray the other side of
the coin as politics of fear that the, honour-
able member was talking about when he used the
term, and I refer to commnents which are reported
in The West Australian on the 11th May this,

year. The writer quotes the Federal Secretary
of the Builders Labourers' Federation, (Mr
Norman Gallagher) as saying:

"We don't intend to take the matter any
further in the commission till we have tend-
erised the builders," he said in Melbourne.

I repeat those words, "tenderised the builders".
In the same article his counterpart in Western
Australia, Mr Kevin Reynolds, (Secretary of the
flLF of Western Australia), said-

... the union would use whatever tactics
were necessary for the campaign to succeed.

They could include stopping concrete
pours and closing down sites.

No conciliation , Mr Speaker, no arbitration.
Those words smack somewhat of standover tac-

tics and disruption. This type of action results
in increased costs and inevitably more unemploy-
ment. If members do not believe me I will give
a few examples. I believe it was mentioned the
other day: there was a strike of refrigerated truck
drivers in March of this year which' resulted in
120 of their fellow workers being laid off, with
the consequent loss of wages. At the same time
the dairy industry, which had already been hard
pressed by rising costs, lost $350 000 as a result
of overtime bans by the Miscellaneous Workers'
Union.

Earlier this year-and this has been referred
to on a previous occasion--the State, according
to the Minister for Labour and Industry, lost $1
million of taxpayers' money as a result of a six-
week strike at the Perth Medical Centre. This
strike resulted from the sacking of a worker: a
sacking which was upheld by the industrial court.

Perhaps the most blatant example of industrial
lawlessness has been the continuing dispute
between the Transport Workers' Union and fuel
agents. I have a particular concern with this
matter because one of my constituents happens
to be a fuel agent and I shall refer to him a
little later on.

I would like members to be quite clear in their
minds as to what the dispute is all about. This
dispute was created by the Transport Workers'
Union by placing bans on fuel supplies to agents
because the agents would not submit to union
demands to take over fuel deliveries to their
depots. It was not as if the Transport Workers'
Union members were being denied work. After
all the agents had been forced a long time ago
to use union members to drive their vehicles.

In fact, it can be shown that the union's demand,
if acceded to, would not create employment oppor-
tunities for its members; it would have quite
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the reverse effect. It is a fact that the agents
use trucks which carry 2 000 gallons of fuel. The
oil companies use tankers which carry 8000D gal-
Ions of fuel. One oil company driver would do
the work of four agents' drivers. What would
happen to the other three if the union's demands
were met?

I would like to refer briefly to the methods
that have been used in this particular dispute.
The constituent that I referred to earlier, who is
involved in this matter, is a Mr John Kennedy,
a fuel agent at Mt. Helena. In the Daily News
of the 21st July, a report of Mr Kennedy's com-
ments had this to say-

Mr Kennedy said he did not like the idea
of "giving in" after spending 25 years build-
ing up his business.

" Overnight the union has been able to take
over. It's Dot fair, hut I can't do anything
else except cave in to them' he said.

That gentleman had been going about his legiti-
mate business which he had established over the
past 25 years. I would think that a period of 25
years in the business would establish some right
for him to carry on his business in the manner
he wished to. But suddenly it was decided that he
could not conduct his business as he had done dur-
ing the last 25 years; that be must conduct
it in a different way; in a manner which the
union apparently felt would produce the results
it wanted in the fastest possible time. The news
article continues-

For n-ine weeks his men had been carting
drums of fuel from Kewdale and bulk kero-
sene from Fremantle.

He was able to obtain fuel in drums from Kew-
dale, but he was not able to obtain bulk fuel.
The result of this was that he had to spend at
least 60 per cent of his time manhandling drums.
He went on to say that he would be lucky to
break even.

I was at his depot one day and I observed his
men decanting drums into his tanker. it was a
slow process. The observation Mr Kennedy made
to me was that the truck had been in the process
of being loaded for the past three hours, and
that had he been able to obtain bulk fuel the truck
would have been out, delivered the fuel, and been
back again in that time. One can imagine what
this is doing to the cost structure of his opera-
tion.

The Transport Workers' Union will not gain
more jobs for its members if its demands arc
met. It is effectively creating economic hardship
for this constituent of mine who, after all, was

carrying out a job he had been doing for the
last 25 years in his own way without harm to
either the union or anyone else. The result is
that it has become increasingly difficult for him
to meet the demands of his customers. In fact,
whereas in the past he would top-up fuel tanks
before he was asked to do so, now he cannot do
that. This was instanced in my household only
yesterday when we ran out of heating fuel and
had to ring Mr Kennedy and ask him to come
down and deliver fuel. As a result of the
limitations placed on his operation, he cannot
properly serve his customers.

What then does the TWU leadership hope to
gain? It must surely be quite obvious that if the
union gains control of 'the last remaining inde-
pendent link in the fuel distribution chain, it will
have the power to bring the State to a standstill.

Let us not be fooled into submission. The
Premier has warned on a number of occasions that
the left-wing militants who are behind so much
of the industrial strife that we dre experiencing
are part of an international effort to destroy our
independence and freedom; and we spoke about
this matter yesterday.

We now find the secretary of the most blatantly
aggressive and militant union equipped with an
international communications system, supposedly
used for leisure and pleasure. Mr Cowles is
reported to have said the radio equipment was
not used for union business. Why then was the
equipment set up ins a caravan owned by the
TWU? Why did the equipment have to be mobile?
Perhaps Mr Cow les might like to answer why he
needed to hide his hobby 50 miles from Perth in
a secluded spot.

If the purpose of the equipment was to talk
to truck drivers on the Nullarbor, as Mr Cowles
claims it was, why did he hide it away in Wun-
dowie at the back of' my electorate? Why was
another TWU organiser involved in the use of
this equipment, because he too was convicted of
using it? Perhaps he was just another amateur
travelling from Mt. Hawthorn to Wundowie
to enjoy playing with equipment capable of trants-
mitting and receiving around the world,
all just does'not ring true.

This incident should not he dismissed as a
simple indiscretion. Rank and file members of
the TWU should question whether they are not
being used by people whose loyalties lie outside
Australia; whether perhaps their funds are not
being used against their best interests or the best
interests of the nation-perhaps even to undermine
and destroy our way of life, our institutions, and
our determination.
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Scanning today's society we see a determined
effort to destroy the very thing we on this side
of the House cherish above all else; namely,
man's freedom, his right to go freely about his
business in daily life. The methods being used
are designed for one end, and one end only, and
that is to generate fear and mistrust, unease, and
cynicism within the community, to confuse and
to destroy hope.

The most subtle attack, and the least recognis-
able, is the way our highly developed Christian
consciences of concern for our fellow man are
being manipulated for other ends. Nowhere is
this more evident than in the current so-called
uranium debate. Nothing being said by the
anti-uranium lobby has any relevance to fact.
The arguments being put forward are emotive,
designed to create fear and despondency.

Anyone who cannot recognise these underlying
forces and their aims would do well to read
Ayn Rand's book Atlas Shrugged to see graphi-
cally described just what might happen to the
free world if those dedicated to destroy are not
exposed and disarmed.

The Government can rest assured the majority
of people in my electorate fully support its firm
stand for law and order, and for government by
the elected. Let us take heart from what the
Minister for Labour and Industry had to say
yesterday, when he predicted a change for the
better in the industrial field; that is the hope and
wish of everyone in this country today. I hope
we can return to a common-sense approach to
industrial relations, and use the facilities for
conciliation and arbitration which are still avail-
able in this country today.

I wish now to refer to another matter. I said
earlier that the people in my electorate had a
great concern to see their life style maintained.
They recognise the importance of town planning
and in this regard are appreciative of the oppor-
tunities they have been given to participate under
current Government policy.

With the personal encouragement of the Minis-
ter for Urban Development and Town Planning,
the eastern corridor study currently in progress
will benefit greatly from extensive contributions
made by the public. I believe in this State we
are fortunate indeed to have some of the best
planners in Australia. I recently travelled to the
Eastern States and looked at what was happening
in the peripheral areas around the larger cities.
I must admit that what I saw made me somewhat
concerned for the people living in those areas,
both now and in the future.

Certainly, we do not wish to see that type of
planning in Western Australia, and I take great

(12)

heart from the foresight which is being shown in
the field of town planning in this State. Planning,
as we know, is what creates the life style of the
future, and the life style of the future should be
a matter of great concern, so that future genera-
tions are not subjected to unsatisfactory living
conditions.

I turn now to the subject of education. Edu-
cation is a matter of importance and concern
to my constituents, as I am sure it is to many
people throughout Western Australia. With the
Minister for Education, and indeed many others,
I share a concern over continuing demands for
ever-increasing expenditure in education. There
is no way this one sector of public expenditure
can continue to grow at the unprecedented rate
of the last few years without adversely affecting
other sectors or, indeed, the total economy. There
is a limit to just how much of the tax cake can
be directed to this one area. I believe it is high
time a determination was made.

At the same time, there is a need to take
a much closer look at how some of the education
vote is being spent. I instance just one example
which came to my notice recently. It concerns
an in-service course which was conducted by
the Education Department and which was
attended by some 45 teachers. The subject for
discussion at this course was "School-based cur-
ricula'. I understand that "school-based curricula"
are programmes for education which are tailor-
made for individual schools. The course entailed
10 or I I full days' attendance by the 45 teachers*
and, during their absence from the various schools
those teachers were replaced by relieving teachers.
It is my estimate that the cost of mounting the
course and of providing relieving teachers would
have been of the order of $40 000, give or take
$5 000 or $ 10 000.

Dealing as it did with intelligent people, one
woniders whether there might not have been a
less costly way of imparting the knowledge to
the teachers concerned. In bringing this matter
to the attention of the House, I am not being
critical of the Minister because I and other
members know that much of the funding for
education comes from Federal sources, and those
Federal sources dictate where it shall be spent.

However, it seems to me that perhaps our
Government should be looking a little more
critically at the way these funds are being applied
in some of these peripheral areas. I would like
to think that the money saved in this particular
instance could have been better applied to higher
priorities. for instance, in my electorate great
pressure has been brought to bear on me for the
Government to provide year-Il and year-12
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classes at the BuLlsbrook District High School,
because of the distances pupils must travel.

Sinting suspended from 6.15 to 7.40 P.m.

Mr HERZFELD: Before the tea suspension I
was referring to expenditure on an in-service
course and suggesting that perhaps the money
that had been used could be better used for other
things, including consideration being given to
the extension of years I I and 12 at the Bullsbrook

.District High School, which is in my electorate,
and to providing ichanging rooms at the Toodyay
High School. I am well aware that the Minister
and the Government are conscious of the need to
reassess and re-evaluate expenditure on education,
and because the matter is in good hands I shall
leave the subject at that point.

I wish to deal with one other matter in the
time allotted to me; that is, Aboriginal welfare.

Iwas pleased to note that in his Speech the
Governor made reference to the fact that the
Government intends to upgrade facilities for
Aborigines. I wish to make it quite clear that
I am not just another soft touch for promoting
handouts, but in my electorate and those sur-
rounding it there are major social problems foi
Aboriginal people including inadequate shelter.
I do not believe that not enough is being done.
I believe the record of this Government and the
Federal Government during the last few years
shows them to have been extremely generous
with regard to expenditure on Aboriginal welfare.
The most recent figures are not available to me
but the latest report I have been able to obtain
indicates that in the year 1974-75 expenditure on
Aboriginal welfare by the Federal Government
in this Slate was nearly $17 million. This $17
million was applied for approximately 34000
Aboriginal and part-Aboriginal people in this
State.

I do not get very excited either when I hear
discussions about land rights because if one looks
at the situation in this State one will see that
those 34 000 people have approximately 19
million hectares of land, approximately 50 million
acres, held in trust for them. If we work that
out per capita, every man, woman and child has
1 500 acres. I do not begrudge them that land;
it is a fact of life that they have it. But when
I hear claims that their land rights are not being
satisfactorily looked after, I become concerned.

We have not heard very much of what has
been achieved to correct some of the iniustices
which have existed for a long time with regard
to the Aborigines in this country because that
sort of thing just does not make news. But there
have been tremendous achieveme-nts during the

last five or tO years. 1 believe one must be fair in
these matters and recognise what has been
achieved. Judging by some of the agitation that
has occurred in some quarters, one would think
that nothing has been done. It has been esti-
mated that 200 to 300 people around the Swan
Valley are inadequately housed.

The point I wish to make is that perhaps some
of our priorities are wrong. I condemn the
actions of those Aborigines who continually be-
come involved in demonstrations of various sorts,
be they marches, tents on various public places,
or anything else. 1 believe that if they
analysed the situation they would realise that
this continual agitation does nothing to help them
and will only antagonise the rest of the community.
Because I have spoken to many of these people in
my electorate, the question I should like to ask
is what, or more correctly, who motivates these
actions because my impression is that the motiva-
tion does not come from Aboriginal people them-
selves

It appears that there are people who have an
interest in providing the motivation, for whatever
purpose, to create these hassles and to draw
attention continually to the negative aspects of
the situation. I recognise that much still needs
to he done, particularly for those Aboriginal people
in my electorate. I have shown an interest in their
welfare and I have spoken to many of them.
But not once since I have been a member of
this place has a single Aboriginal person
approached me with his or her problems even
though I have made it quite clear in a number
of ways that I am concerned about their welfare.

Those on this side of the House are often
accused of having no interest in the welfare of
the ordinary person and of showing interest only
in big business people. I believe the record shows
that when in Government those on this side of
the House have achieved more in welfare fields
for the people of this State and this nation than
has ever been achieved by those opposite; but
we never get any credit for it. I for one, as
well as many other members on this side of
the House, am concerned about the welfare of
people and I shall certainly show this while I
amn in this place.

Confrontation in any area does not achieve any-
thing. I believe discussion does. Because of this I
offer myself to chair or to organ ise any
meetings that the Aboriginal people in my elec-
torate and surrounding areas would like me to ar-
range so that they may use me as a pipeline to the
Government and the Premier for any problems
they have and so that they may get together with
all the interested groups, be they friends of the
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fringe dwellers, the council, the Aboriginal people
themselves, or any of their associations. I shall
gladly call meetings on a continuing basis, if they
like, to discuss their problems and to bring those
problems to the place where something might be
achieved. I have a feeling that this offer will
not be taken up. I hope it will be and I repeat
I am available for them to use whichever way
they think fit.

The SPEAKER: The member has five minutes
remaining.

Mr HERZFELD! Thank you, Mr Speaker. I
believe there is a reason that the problems these
people have are being tackled in the way we
have seen over the last six months or more. I
believe it stems from a sense of frustration and
I offer some remarks in a constructive way, to.
try to help in some of the areas which are a
source of frustration and could be improved, The
two areas I see that cause this frustration are the
question of administration and the question of
priorities of funding.

On the question of housing, I have been able
to establish that there are nine Government
departments and associated bodies that have a
direct influence on housing for Aboriginal people.
There may be more that I have not come across.
It must become very frustrating at times for the
Aboriginal people. Certainly I found it frus-
trating when attempting to get information and
was pushed from one department to another. I
guess it all comes about because of a decision
taken in 1972 when legislation was introduced to
change the system that we had of administering
Aboriginal affairs, Up to that date there was one
department that looked after Aboriginal affairs.
Today there is a whole host of them.

Mr Speaker, the bulk of funding for Abori-
ginal people comes from the Federal Govern-
ment. I suggest that a federalism policy, if I
might call it that, should be adopted in connec-
tion with these funds so that the State would
become responsible for the disbursement of funds
and to become responsible also for the implemen-
tation of priorities that it establishes. Hope-
fully, it might be possible to review the admin-
istrative structure that exists today and to ration-
alise it so that something more of a cohesive
structure is achieved, something akin to the old
Native Welfare Department. I believe that if
something can be achieved in this area a lot of
the frustration that is felt by some of the Abori-
ginal people wilt be removed.

The other question is one of priorities. I find
it somewhat- incredible that there should be people
who have no adequate shelter when we consider

some of the projects that are undertaken with
funds allocated by the Commonwealth Govern-
ment for Aboriginal welfare, I instance one pro-
ject mentioned in a report to the Aboriginal
Affairs Planning Authority for the year ended
June, 1975, and I will read from it as follows-

Reserve Improvements
Grant $95 970-for the Beagle Bay Fenc-

ing project and to fence reserve No. 23345
Wyndhanm (Aboriginal Burial Ground).
Both projects are continuing and expendi-
ture has amounted to $101 724. An appli-
cation for an additional grant to cover the
excess and to complete the projects has been
lodged.I

I wonder about priorities when $100 000 is
spent on fences, I believe if these priorities could
be looked at at a State level instead of a Federal
level we would achieve much more.

My time is running out and I would like to
leave that matter for now. I started on a note of
optimism and I intend to finish in the samne way.
In the 1960s this State bubbled with a great sense
of purpose and directioh. Men and women shared
the feeling of excitement and achievement. The
potential for a return to activity still is here.
How quickly it comes and at what rate surely
depends on a return to the sort of industrial rela-
tions which generate confidence and a climate con-
ducive to investment.

Through my presence in this Chamber I pledge
my commitment to the task.

MR WILSON (Dianella) [7.45 p.m.]: I thank
members for the encouragement of their applause
and their anticipated forebearance on this sole
occasion as they stifle their interjections. It is
no mean effort on their part because I am the
third in a row to deliver a maiden speech. I
thank them if only because of my past congrega-
tions which have always dutifully denied me the
consolation of audible applause and equally duti-
fully refrained from the temptation to incite me
by their knowledgeable interjections.

Mr Speaker, may I offer to you my sincere con-
gratulations on your election to the onerous office
you now hold. I wish also to congratulate other
new members on their very impressive maiden
speeches express ing as they did some of the great
concerns of our time in a manner indicating deep
appreciation for those they represent.

I am probably the strangest of the fine array
of new members in that I am the first of my kind
-the first clergyman to become a member of the
Western Australian Parliament.. The amendment
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to the Constitution Acts Amendment Act removed
the disqualification for membership for this tiny
minority which we shared previously with undis-
charged bankrupts, debtors, traitors, and felons.
Of course, it is not that we were ashamed to be
aligned with such people but no doubt it was
thought we might better represent them in the
Parliament.

It was only a tiny reform but I regard it
optimistically as an earnest of much more import-
ant constitutional reforms in the not-too-distant
future. I am indebted to the learned member for
Mt. Hawthorn for the part he played in bringing
in the amendment and having it passed, despite
the fact that a similar measure had been defeated
a few years earlier in another place when the
spectre of Ian Paisley was raised.

It may well be thought that the change of rote
that I have had to undergo has been more traut-
matic than in other cases. However, I have been
very fortunate in the kind consideration and
encouragement I have received from the people
of Balga among whom I formerly lived and
worked for eight years and whom I dearly love.

I am grateful also for the kind consideration
I have received from Archbishop Geoffrey
Sambell and his fellow bishops. I continue to
hold his authorisation to officiate as a priest of
the Anglican Church, although I am on ieave
of absence from any parish assignments. I
cherish the links I am able to maintain in this
way, links which go back to the very earliest
days of my childhood.

There well may be those who see the role of
priest and parliamentary representative as con-
flicting. I personally find no conflict. I have
always understood Christianity as being concerned
with the whole of life and hence that there is
a close relationship between Christianity and
politics.

My understanding of politics is that it is con-
cerned with the whole nature of man's existence
in society; that it is about the means by which
decision-making is achieved in communities com-
posed of individuals, and the resolution of potential
conflict. But politics in our kind of society and
democracy is party politics and the reason I sit
on this side of the House and not on the other
is. to some degree, because of accident of birth,
but, in the main, because of personal conviction.

The important reference points of the develop-
ment of my political consciousness are located
in childhood experiences, experiences revolving
around my father's life as a miner working in
shocking conditions underground-always in

danger of falling to his death, being crushed by
falling rock, or being eaten up inside by silicosis-
while the real rewards of his labour were enjoyed
by faceless men thousands of miles away in the
City of London;, or my mother's life, one long
unending life of drudge and 1grind, just managing
with the bare minimum; or the life of the poor
placid black men who would call at the back
door begging for tea and sugar in exchange for
clothes props. All these points continue to refer
me to the greatest need of all, the need for a
more socially just society.

All these reference points led me, for instance,
to question whether the Prime Minister was good
beyond challenge, or whether Australia was the
best country in the world. These were questions
which led to convictions that the political order
in which I was growing up and was to undergo
for 23 unbroken years was quite definitely an
enemy of sorts of my folks, or at least indifferent
to their needs--even contemptuous of them,

It was out of this kind of deep personal con-
viction that I joined the Australian Labor Party
because I was convinced then, as I am now, that
it was the party which was concerned about win-
ning a greater measure of social justice and
following the valued policies of sharing and car-
ing. It is as a member of that party holding dear
to those ideals that I am proud to be here now.

However, that pride is balanced by the very
humbling thought that I also stand here as the
first parliamentary representative of the State
electoral district of Dianella. Anyone who
believes in parliamentary democracy must view
the role of representing people as almost having a
sacred significance, one to be handled with the
greatest precision, the greatest perserverance, and
the greatest compassion. I am very grateful to
have the opportunity to serve as the first member
of this new electorate, grateful to those who
put their trust in me, and to the hundreds of
campaigners, and to my wife, my family, and
my friends who gave such staunch and unrelenting
support in a very successful campaign.

The electorate of Dianella is a microcosm of the
metropolitan area. It includes parts of several
suburbs--a large portion of Dianella and sections
of Morley, Noranda Hills, Nollamara, Balga,
Girrawheen, and the whole of the new suburb
of Koondoola. It is a growth area within fairly
close reach of the city and has enough vacant
State Housing Commission land for another
5 000 or so dwelling units.

The development of the S10 million Mirrabooka
town centre, including a large shopping complex
and associated civic and recreational facilities,
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designed to service the suburbs of the electorate,
in the very near future will form a natural focal
point and will facilitate the recognition of the
electorate as an identifiable unit.

Perhaps I can illustrate something of the
nature of the electorate and its people with the
following examples: Koondoola in the north
of the electorate is the newest section. It is
one of the best planned Housing Commission
developments in which land has been sold
cheaply to those who qualify and homes have
been built by private developers rather than by
the commission.

There is a great deal of civic pride among
the people in this new area. It came to the
fore recently when local people heard of SHC
plans to build extensive residential accommoda-
tion in the area. They made it quite clear
that they wanted to have a say about the way
their area developed. They are concerned that
mistakes made in other older SH-C areas should
not be repeated in their own district.

In the south, Dianella is a much older and
more comfortably established suburb, but un-
fortunately, not so well planned. Bad planning,
or lack of planning, has resulted in people living
in houses located too closely to major traffic
arteries suffering the constant invasion of their
lives by high-volume vehicle noise, in several
cases in children having to cross major roads
to get to and from schools, and in a number
of very dangerous intersections.

The recently completed community recreaition
centre and playing fields being developed on part
of Dianeila's regional open space are pmoving
a great boost to local sporting and recreational
groups in a supposedly affluent area which, up-
to recently, has been starved of adequate com-
munity facilities.

The Balga portion of the electorate includes
the Balga Senior High School which, in view
of its relatively short existence, has played a
significant part in the life of that community. In
fact, the development of the school is a symbol of
the development of the Ralga community which
has been marked by the determination of the
people themselves to shrug off the unjustified
disreputable name with which they were branded
and to establish a high degree of community
co-operation and pride.

The school has recently obtained a grant under
the disadvantaged schools programme to provide
study and recreational facilities, better standards
of health and nutrition, the development of
school-parent communication, and a remedial
programme in literacy and numeracy.

The school is the first established school to
be classified as a special school, a change which
will operate from the beginning of 1979, and
allow for a greater measure of local autonomy.
The library of the school is providing an extended
hours service on week nights and Saturday morn-
ings to students, evening class studenis, parents,
and other members of the community. The school
has a very successful school council, comprising
teachers, students, and community representatives
operating as an advisory body to the board of
the school. The enthusiabsm and high commit-
ment level of the staff of the school cannot be
praised too highly, and the quality of care pro-
vided for the students is, indeed, very heartening.

Apart from the concern for my electorate and
the individual needs of my constituents--which
I regard as my predominant concern-I bring
three other associated concerns with me into
Parliament. The first relates to the developing
strains in the relationship between the Parliament
and the people. Ours is a time that has been
marked by the shaking of foundations, and the
shaking of institutions. There is no reason that
the institution of Parliament should remain un-
shaken;, better that than it be ignored or treated
with disdain.

There is no doubt about the fact-and other
speakers have referred to it-that Parliament and
politicians are not held in high public esteem.
There has been such an extreme polarisation of
thought, such frequent recourse to vicious per-
sonal abuse and point scoring, and such an eva-
sion of realities that people have simply stopped
listening. Too often, when people listen in to parlia-
mentary debates-and perhaps these remarks
apply more to another Parliament than to ouT
own-it appears that what is at stake is the ego
of the politicians rather than the interests of the
electorate.

The Parliament is in danger of becoming an
island, cut off from the rest of the community.
One major impression which has struck me since
I have been here is that coming into Parliament
is like entering another world.

Coming as I do from a very simple life style.
Ihave been struck in many respects by the opui-

lence of this place. There seems to be some
sort of onus placed on new members to consider
themselves as members of a kind of exclusive
club for gentlemen-somehow apart from the
everyday lives of ordinary people.

The concept of Parliament as a forum in
which important issues confronting the State are
debated by the parliamentary representatives of
the people, who represent the interests of the
people in terms of passing legislation which will
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promote the well-being of the whole community,
seems to be in danger of being lost. It is in
danger of being lost for a number of reasons.

I believe the first reason is the increasing
dominance of the bureaucracy. The bureaucracy
is another institution *which has its own in ward-
looking mechanism for self-preservation. We all
must have experienced the shock, the indignation,
and the frustration of being an ordinary member
of the public who has come up against the bureau-
cracy and been made to feel that one is tres-
passing on the private preserve of someone
else. The associated danger .is the way
in which we find ourselves swamped in masses
of regulations which simply need to be gazetted
to be binding on us. Most of the time the
majority of us are unaware of them. They are
never debated in Parliament or aired publicly.
They come into force as the result of a decision
by bureaucrats, unknown, unelected, and con-
ditioned to believe that they are not rightly
answerable to any person outside their own
department.

A dynamic relationship between Parliament and
the people is also put at risk by an authoritarian
Government. An analysis of the history of the
past 50 years will show that in times of economic
crisis there have consistently been minority groups
calling for strong government, or a messianic
leader figure as the only solution.

Unfortunately, strong government is more often
than not no more than a euphemism for the auto-
cratic rule by one person, or by an executive
elite. it is a style of government which spurns
concepts such as participant democracy and con-
sultation on a broad scale as being signs of weak-
ness. it is uncomfortable and impatient with
parliamentary democracy, and yearns for mow
executive control,

Strong government is paternalistic in the ex-
treme, and can bear no criticism that calls it
into question because it can survive only at the
hands of a silent unquestioning majority.

The relationship is being damaged also by
Governments of all colours and politicians of
all parties who set up phoney instrumentalities
with feigned concern for public participation and
consultation in decision making.

Arnstein has drawn up a model of citizen par-
ticipation as a ladder with the rungs in ascending
order designated as manipulation, therapy, in-
forming, consultation, placation, partnership, de-
legated power, and citizen con~trol. The first five
rungs of the ladder extend from manipulation,
which is described as "almost a purely public
relations exercise on the part of the power holder"

where people are placed on rubber-stamp ad-
visory committees or boards for the purpose of
gaining their support, to placation, where "a
couple of poor people are placed on a board or
decision-making body where they will inevitably
be out-voted by the traditional power elite who
hold the majority of seats.'

Political and other community leaders often
complain about public apathy. The main reason
for widespread public apathy is that the majority
of people have given up believing that anything
they can do will make any difference.

The true partnership in decision making
between Parliament and the people cannot be
limited to the ballot box alone. Participation
through the ballot box needs to be supplemented
in such a way that participation by the ordinary
citizen will be extended to all structures--Gov-
eminent, industry, schools, and so on.

As an example of the lack of opportunity for
this kind of participation, I will quote from an
article by Professor Tannock, Professor of Edu-
zation at the Western Australian University. He
said-

... One disappointing feature of education
in Western Australia is the lack of com-
munity involvement in determining school
policy, and the lack of genuine decentralisa-
tion of the planning and decision making
process. It seems quite anomalous to me
that non-Government schools, in all areas
of the State, can function successfully with
school boards, parents and professionals run-
fling their own b *udgets, determining policy
and giving their children a satisfactory edu-
cation, when such freedom and involvement
are not available in Government schools,
There seems no logical reason why school
communities in the public sector should not
exercise many of the same powers and re-
sponsibilities ...

It is only when participation by the ordinary citi-
zen is extended into all structures that people will
be enabled to reach their full potential. Only in
this way can the powerlessness that individuals
feel to effect any positive change for the better
be overcome. Only in this way can the increas-
ing depersonalisation of society be overcome so
that all people, without exception, may play an
active and responsible part in community pro-
grammes.

I also bring with me concern for urgent atten-
tion to be given to what has been called "the
need to know" of hundreds of thousands of people
in Western Australia. I quote from an article by
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Tom Jenkins in The West Australian of the 30th
July, where he says many of our people "feel cut
off in suburbia. They don't understand what is
going on, or know who to ask. They often do
not understand. information put before them."

The writer was commenting on the report of fa
major survey carried out in several local govern-
ment areas south of the river by the School of
Social 'Inquiry at Murdoch University. The
recommendations arising from the report for the

'provision of opportunities for access to informa-
tion should be studied by all levels of government.
For example, to continue quoting from the
article-

Education in "information skills" (how to
find out what you need to know) may be
as important in the technological jungle as
conventional education.

Local, State and national Governments
should all pay' close attention to "the sense
of isolation and loneliness rife in contempor-
ary society."

True freedom of information is wanted.
The report says that proposals by a Federal
Government inter-departmental committee for
freedom-of-in formation laws "suggest nothing
which would substantially alter the present
situation."

The places people go to seek information,
e.g. council offices, are too cold and formal.
They frighten people away.

As well as greater warmth and humanity,
information sources need an improvement in
quality. They should have longer opening
hours or better staff, for example. The WA
Community Welfare Department is singled
out as doing "virtually nothing beyond 'its
office setting to disseminate information about
its services."

Members will know what I mean if they have
ever tried to seek assistance for persons or fami-
lies in crisis situations during weekends or after
office hours. More often than not the places
that may help with the problem are, to quote
again from the article, "either closed, too far
away, cost money or are cloaked in formal and
bureaucratic fog".

The report offers suggestions about a new model
community information system. Thbe model
extends from local resource persons through to
mobile services, district branches in shopping
centres, and finally some kind of central facility.
It is suggested that the St 'ate Government Inform-
ation Centre could be remodelled and expanded to

become "more than a front counter for Govern-
ment departments". This is in spite of the fact
that the centre is already receiving a wide range
-of requests for information.

The report points to the same conclusion which
impressed itself on me after-eight years in com-
munity work in an outer suburban area. It relates
to the community's thirst for information and the
provision of community information services. The
report says, as quoted in the newspaper article
to which I have referred-

As a society well aware of its need to plan
for its citizens,L Australia must consciously
plan for its information resources to maxi-
misc benefits for ALL its citizens and recog-
nise that a pressing need will exist for the
next 20 years.-

The third area of concern which I bring with mec
into Parliament is the yearning people have that
some fresh form Of Moral integrity might take
hold of their parliamentary representatives.

The year 1977 is not only the year in which
the first preacher was elected to the Parliament
of Western Australia; it is also the year in which
a. preacher was inaugurated as the President of
the United States of America. No matter what
members may think of Jimmy Carter's policies
or his actions so far, it is hard to deny that his
succession to the presidency symbolises a clean
break with a tainted past and a new hope for a
future marked by a closer approximation to jus-
tice for all the citizens of his nation.

The tendencies of the technological era are in
a definite direction; they tend to aggravate the
injustices from which people have perennially
suffered and to unite the whole of humanity in
a system of economic interdependence. They
make us more conscious of the relations of human
communities with each other, than of the rela-
tions of individuals within their communities.
They obsess us with the brutal aspects of the
collective behaviour of people, Furthermore,
they cumulate the evil consequences of these
brutalities so rapidly that we feel under a tre-
mendous urgency to solve our social problem
before it is too late. As a generation we -are
therefore bound to feel harassed as well as dis-
illusioned.

In such a situation all the highest ideals and
tenderest emotions which people have felt
throughout the ages when they became fully
conscious of their heritage and possible destiny
as human beings together will seem from our
present perspective to be something of a luxury.
They will be under a moral disadvantage because
they appear as a luxury.
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We live in a time when personal moral idealism
is easily accused of being hypocrisy and fre-
quently deserves to be. It is a time when honesty
-certainly political honesty-is usually possible
only when it verges on cynicism. Although this
is tragic, we are at least rid of some of our
illusions, It is becoming more difficult to buy
the satisfactions of the individual life at the
expense of social injustice.

It is less easy to build our individual ladders
to heaven and to leave the total human enterprise
unredeemed of its excesses and its corruptions.
But the kind of parliamentary representatives, the
kind of Government that we all yearn for, will
need to have substituted a new dream for the
abandoned ones. This new vision, this new dream,
will be based on the conviction that the collective
life of mankind can achieve perfect justice,
because justice cannot be approximated unless
it is motivated by the passionate pursuit of its
perfect realisation. Only such a fanaticism for
justice will do battle with malignant power and
"spiritual wickedness in high places".

Along with all other members who have come
into this Parliament inspired by this particular
fanaticism. I recognise that ultimately it must be
brought under the control of reason and I can
hope only that reason will not prevail over our
pursuit of the perfect realisation of justice until
justice for all has been approximated in this
State.

MR TUBDY (Greenough) [8.21 p.m.]: I would
like to join with previous speakers in congratulat-
ing you, Sir, on your appointment to the position
of Speaker of the Legislative Assembly. I am
sure you will carry out the duties of that very
high office in a most dignified manner. I have
known you for quite some time, and I would
like to mention, as a matter of interest to members
in this House, that you, Mr Speaker, were born
in my home town, the small country town of
Morawa. So you had a very good beginning.

Mr Harman: A lot of good people come from
Morawa.

Mr TUBBY: I would like also to congratulate
the member for Cottesloe who very ably moved
the Address-in-Reply. His speech contained some
very interesting matter, and I congratulate him
sincerely for the way in which he presented it.
I know that he will make a very great contribution
during his time in this Parliament.
-I wish to refer to one matter mentioned in the

Governor's Speech and that is the passing ot
some members of Parliament over the last 12
months. In particular I would like to mention

a colleague of mine who was also a very great
friend-the Hon. Jack Heitmnan. Jack Heitman
was a man of great experience. He came to
Morawa as a lad back in 1927. He left
Tammin to venture into another area because
he had to pay an account of £36 for an operation.
His mother was a widow and the family was
battling along on the farm it was occupying, so
Jack decided to br~anch out on his own to pay
this sum owing. it took him 12 months to do so,
and his life after this period was very
in terest ins.

Jack Heitman was one of the most successful
farmers in the northern agricultural area. He
was a great family man, and he catered very well
for his employees. He was always very highly
regarded as an employer, and members are aware
that farm workers in those days were employed
on a different basis from that applying now. I
believe if the same attitudes applied today the
workers would achieve a great deal more satis-
faction arnd pride in their work.

It was lack Heitman's practice to reward his
employees with very substantial bonuses, and
many successful farmers in the northern agricul-
tural areas today owe their success to the marvel-
lous experience and benefits they obtained from
working for him.

During his 14 years as the member for Upper
West Province, Jack Heitmnan gained the highest
respect of his constituents, from north to south
and from east to west. He was held in high
regard by people from all walks of life and I
know many people who did not support his
politics wholeheartedly did support him as a
member of Parliament because they realised his
wide experience and the fact that he had earned
the success he achieved. it was extremely
unfortunate that, with his untimely death, he was
unable to enjoy the fruits of retirement to which
he was looking forward.

Mr Deputy Speaker, I would like to take the
opportunity during this debate to draw attention
to my electorate. Quite often I heard Sir David
Brand, the former member for Greenough, refer
to the Greenough electorate and its enormous
possibilities for diversification. The area pro-
duces sweet oats, barley, wheat, lupins, fat lambs,
export wethers. cattle, and pip. In the field of
mining we produce ilmenite, monazite, rutile, and
zircon, and of course, there is a talc mine at
Three Springs. Also in the electorate there are
deposits of gold, lead, copper, and iron. I am
sorry the member for Collie is not present in
the Chamber, as I would like to inform him that
we have substantial reserves of coal; although
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perhaps they are not as easily accessible as the
coal at Collie, it is very nice to know that the
reserves are there to be called on if the Collie
coal runs out.

Mr Bryce: It would not be as good as the
Collie coal though.

Sir Charles Court: You've got him scared now.

Mr TUBBY: The western section of the elect-
orate is bounded by the Indian Ocean and from
the furthest point south-the town of Green-
head-to Kalbarrie in the north we have an
abundance of reck lobsters and wet fish.

Mr Mclver: Good footballers too.

Mr TUBBY: As members know, the rock
lobster industr is a substantial export earner
for Western Australia, and because of its rock
lobsters, the area to which I referred has become
world renowned.

Because of the long coastline, we have tre-
mendous tourist attractions along the coast right
up to Kalbarri. Added tourist attractions are
the wonderful gorges and the national park at
icalbarri. Unfortunately because of the drought
the national park is not at its best this year.

Inland, where usually we have some of the
prettiest sights anyone could wish to see with
the wonderful everlastings and other wildflowers,
unfortunately today we see an area of devastation.
The area of the coastal plains is also world
renowned and anyone seeing for the first time a
collection of our wildflowers would find it hard
to believe that they ore indeed natural wild-
flowers of Western Australia,

Around the Greenough fiats and through Walk-
away we have the additional tourist attraction of
historic buildings. Indeed, we even have the
Hutt River Province in the electorate.

Mr Skidmore: It is not in your electorate,
according to Prince Leonard.

Mr TUBBY. Perhaps I should say that my
electorate surrounds the Hutt River Province.
In spite of the criticism directed at the Hutt
River Province, I must say it is a great draw-
card so far as tourists are concerned, even if
it is a once-only type of tourist attraction. I
have been invited to the Hutt River Province
but 1 have not been there as yet. I presume
if I Were to go there I might even be knighted.

My electorate also surrounds, as members
would know, the fast-growing regional centre
of Geraldton. Because of the additional facili-
ties that are being provided at Geraldton, it
is going to be looked upon more and more as
the centre for the mid-west region. All the

items I have mentioned which are available
in this region are going to be exported through
Geraldion.

There is also the uranium at Veelirrie which
is causing so much discussion at the present
time, and we hope when that is eventually
mined it will be exported through Geraldton.

Mr Barnett: You have no chance of doing
that.

Mr TUBBY: We have other minerals in the
area that I have already mentioned, and we
expect those to be exported through Geraldton.
It is rather interesting to hear the comments
of the member for Geraldton who is trying to
promote the growth of Geraldton by creating
numbers of houses and population. I believe
firstly we should do everything possible to pro-
mnote industries which arc going to use Gerald-
ton as their outlet, and let the population and
houses be the natural growth as the result.

Since I have been in this House, every time
I have spoken I have mentioned the drought
situation. Until the rain we have had this
last week, I do not believe we had one
decent rain in this area since I was elected as
a member of Parliament on the 1st Novemnber.
1975. In the worst affected areas, which are the
areas east of Wongan Hills and Mullewa-

Mr Barnett: You should change your party
and we will fix things up for you.

Mr TUBBY: -the stock numbers are down
by at least 85 to 90 per cent. Some people
say that the situation looks brighter this year
than it did last year, but it is only because
the country looks a little greener with fewer
stock in the area that they say this.

Mr Blaikie: Is this going to affect the farmers'
incomes at all?

Mr TUBBY: I will mention that in a minute.
The worst affected areas naturally are those

with heavy soil types which provide the high-
quality, high-protein wheat. I would say that
the quality and protein content of the wheat ex-
ported from Western Australia last year, and this
year, will reflect the unavailability of the grain
from that high producing protein area.

These droughts are having a drastic effect on
farmers and small businesses and many farmers
are in a serious financial position. Last year be-
cause of the payment situation and the good
years prior to 1976, farmers were able to have
fairly substantial payments coming in which, to
a degree, alleviated the effects of the complete
wipe-off last Year.
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This year the fatmers have been hit a second
time. I must say the area is not quite as extensive
this year because the western fringe of my elec-
torate is going to have a reasonable season, al-
though not a good season by any means. In
spite of the good rains we have had this last
week, the area east of the line is looking at only
a seed-back situation. This is rather serious in
view of the rising costs that these farmers have
to meet and throughout the area farmers have
been consulting in groups, which I believe
is a very good thing because they are able to
discuss the situation. I hope they will be able
to assist in giving the Government an assessment
of the situation and the financial needs of the area.

.Members have probably noticed the heading
"6-figure drought loss claimed" in today's paper.
I will read the article which is as follows-

The average farmer in areas of the north-
ern wheatbelt is said to have lost $150,000
to $180,000 in potential earnings because of
drought last year and again this. year.

That would apply only to an average farmer and
in anybody's terms that is a considerable loss,
and also a considerable loss to the State as a
whole. 'The article continues-

The estimate was made at Tardun, south
of Mullewa, where a meeting of farmers this
week formed a northern wheatbelt disaster
committee.

About half the estimated 1600 farmers in
the area have been affected by drought this
year.

That would be the second time. It goes on-
Last year about 2400 farmers in 25 shires

in the northern and eastern wheatbelts were
affected by drought.

Mr J. Burges. of Tardun-

Incidentally, he is a small businessman. To con-
tinue-

-said yesterday that a committee would
investigate conditions and ask farmers to
providie estimates of the financial help they
would need 10 stay on their properties.

I can assure members that it is quite frightening
when one looks at the figures showing the amount
of assistance that will be required to enable these
farmers to carry on. As at the beginning of last
year, I would say that all of these farmers would
probably have been in a better position than they
had been for the last 30 years. The article
continues-

Many farmers who had not harvested any
grain last year would get little this year.

That is referring to the area I mentioned as being
only a seed-back situation. It continues-

Some had heavy financial commitments for
property and plant and had borrowed heavily
to put in this year's crops.

Therefore I believe the farmers will be looking
to a moratorium on debts to allow them some
relief and to enable them to carry on. The article
continues-

Mr Burges said: "Many of these farmers
will not get any income till 1978-79, based
on conditions so far.

It is quite a frightening prospect when one con-
siders that the farmers have no stock and no in-
come and it wilt be December next year before
they can expect to see a star on the horizon.
Even then their incomes will be mainly from
grain, because of the grain payment situation
which is quite satisfactory normally. The first
payment the farmers receive for their grain is
only the recognised cost of production.

However, the attitude of the farmers in the
area is tremendous when one considers the prob-
lems they face. As members would have heard,
a lot of publicity has been given to the efforts
to create rain and the groups that have been
formed. The main group is cal led the Northern
Rain Seekers which was organised approximately
three weeks ago to get together and collect funds.
Each member paid a voluntary levy, I think one
could call it, of $50 and the response was ab-
solutely tremendous- Only last night the total
figure collected by the group was quoted as
$26 000. An eight-weeks' programme has been
worked out. It will cost $100 per day to have
the plane standing by and $100 per hour
while the plane is operating. The budget for
eight weeks has been calculated at approximately
$20 000. The group is hoping to be able. to have
a reserve so that, if necessary, they will be able
to begin operating very early next year.

I have attended a number of Farmers' Union
meetings and many meetings called to form these
groups. Last Monday night I was at a meeting
in Northampton. Wherever I have been through-
out the drought areas, farmers have been very
complimentary indeed about the amount of as-
sistance they are receiving from the Western Aus-
tralian Government and they cannot speak too
highly of the ready experience and advice that
has been made available to them by the Gov-
ernment departmental officers, the Minister fur
Agriculture, and the Premier.

I can assure you, Sir, they are certainly very
grateful indeed for that assistance. With the
seriousness of the situation, one would think that
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farmers would tend to be a little critical, but I
have heard no criticism whatsoever and I think
that is a credit to the Government.

Mr Mclver: They have voted for the Gov-
ernment all their lives; why should they change?

Mr Old: That is a good point.

Mr Mcfver: It might make it rain.
Mr Old: It might.

Mr Blaikie: I think the performance of the
member for Morley last night caused a couple
of inches of rain?

Mr Mclver: They didn't say that last year;
they couldn't have been more critical then.

Mr TUBBY: This effort to help themselves has
certainly created a great deal of publicity right
throughout Australia, and it is interesting to note
that throughout the area which was seeded dur-
ing two days last week when the cloud forma-
tion was suitable for this type of operation, there
was an indication of additional rainfall in the
area d efined by a line running roughly from
Coorow directly north to a point half way between
Mullewa and Geraldton, and to the eastern fringe
of the wheatbelt.

Mr Barnett: Organised by the TWU caravan.

Mr TUBBY: It is also interesting to note the
amount of information that has been made avail-
able on this matter, and in this respect I would
like to quote a report from the Department of
Primary Industry on cloud seeding experiments
in the Eastern States. The report is dated 1967, and
reads as follows--

Last year both Victoria and New South
Wales used cloud-seeding aircraft over the
dry wheat areas. In the case of New South
Wales two aircraft were used. Whether
these led to the record 1966-67 wheat crop
it is hard to say, but it may be significant
that during the two previous years (when
little seeding was carried out) crops were
well below average. .

The Victorian operation, in which CSIRO
co-operated with the Victorian Department
of Agriculture, was carried out over 10000
squarer Miles of the. Victorian Maliee, from
Nhill in the south-west to Swan Hill in
the north-east. Rain fell evenly over 98
per cent of the area and the average rain-
fall rose by 1.1 inch-or about 24 per
cent.

The Victorian Department of Agriculture
estimated the extra rain was worth more
than $2 million to Maliee wheat farmers.
Other sources estimated the extra wheat

harvest as a result of the rain to he worth
$6 million. The. cost' of the 18-week opera-
tion: a mere $15 000.

The costs of rainmaking can now be
assessed quite accurately. Over average
terra CSIRO puts the cost at approximately
$50 000 per annum per aircraft. This in-
cludes all operational costs, *th "e salaries
of air crew, seeding materials, etc. A single
aircraft and crew can effectively seed an
area of 10000 square miles. This figure
gives an overall cost of less than 1.3 cents
an acre per year.

The difficulty arises when one attempts
to match these costs against the value of
any rain which falls. This is, of course,
a highly variable figure, hard to assess,
and dependent upon the field of operation.

In a hydro-electric catchment an immedi-
ate cash- return is obtainable for all addi-,
tional water put into dams, Under these
conditions it has been reliably estimated
that a I per cent increase in rainfall pays
for the' whole rainmaking Operation. A
10 per cent boost would therefore repre-
sent a handsome profit.

In purely agricultural regions the break-
even point is far harder to assess. In
some circumstances an increase of as much
as 5 per cent in rainfall may be needed to
show a profit, but in many cases the timing
of the rainfall is the critical factor and
even a slight increase in precipitation may
be worth millions in such a situation. In
the case of the Victorian Malice the break-
even point is regarded as about half of one
per cent if rain can be produced during
the growing season.

CSIRO has thus handed over the prac-
tical use of rainmaking techniques to the
State. To this end it stages an annual
course in cloud seeding for State officers.
Victoria and New South Wales are already
well on the way towards regular use of
rainmaking techniques and Tasmania is
well-advanced in. the experimental phase.

The results of that rainmaking are exciting and
encouraging, especially when we consider the
tremendous area of Western Australia that is
water deficient. However, when we consider
the conditions which are needed for this type
of operation, the situation is not so encouraging
because it is necessary to have 'a cloud forma-
tion that is almost about to rain .before condi-
tions for seeding are right. Probably we will
never get the cloud formation we need for this
work in much of our area that is so dry.
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However, I can see a number of legal comn-
plications arising out of the use of cloud seeding.
It was left to me to investigate this aspect
through our Attorney-General, and his first com-
ment was that farmers or station owners in the
normal rainshed area of that particular rain-
fall belt could take legal action against those
involved in cloud seeding for depriving them of
rain they would possibly have received by
natural means, Also we could have the situa-
tion of someone being flooded out, and legal
action could be taken in that regard. However,
it was indicated that liability would be very
difficult to prove in each case.

I did mention the amount of interest that
was shown in a gentleman who had been involved
in a rainmaking experiment in South Africa. He
rang me from Albany to inform me of the success
he had had in South Africa. An aircraft was
not used in that case; those concerned used a
slow-moving rocket which was preset to explode
at a predetermined height and a predetermined
temperature, so that it would explode in ideal
conditions. He indicated that amounts of rain
of up to five inches fell over a defined area.

That type of operation sufficed as far as
South Africa was concerned because the people
there were looking for rain over only a small
area because of a drought in a nut plantation.

I believe that in October the SWATS study
group report will be tabled, and no doubt a
number of recommendations will be made aris-
ing out of the report. An aspect of the study
to which I would like to see attention given
is the method of bulk handling grains and
fertilisers in my electorate. No doubt this would
apply almost right throughout areas of Western
Australia which are served by the 3 ft. 6 in. gauge
railway line. Here we have the use of old
trucks that were not built to handle bulk
materials. They are most unsuitable for the
work, and it is amazing that they have been
permitted to continue in service for so long.

In order to fit these railway trucks out for the
bulk cartage of grain they must have a lining
of some sort, so one finds that pieces of paper
or hessian are used to plug up the holes. It is not
unusual to see these trucks leaking when they
ame stationary in the sidings, and one can well
imagine the tremendous loss to the industry from
leakage when the train is actually in motion.

Farmers in my area have shown great interest in
the type of equipment used for the transport
of ammonium nitrate from Perth to Meekatharra.
Containers, each with a capacity, I suppose, of
anything from five tonnes to 10 tonnes are
mounted on ordinary flat-top trucks; they are

filled with ammonium nitrate and carted to Meeka-
tharra. On arrival at Meekatharra, the con-
tainers go under a gantry which lifts them from
the flat-top trucks and places them on the waiting
road transport for the journey further north.

From the practical farmer's point of view, this
seems to be a most economical means of con-
veying goods, and could have particular applica-
tion to the cartage of superphosphate and grain.
In fact, we have been looking at the possibility
of using this method to cart superphosphate. On
arrival at the siding, the containers could be
removed from the fiat-top trucks by means of a
large front-enid loader and emptied direct into
the farmers' trucks.

The present situation is that they are carted
in open trucks and manually transferred to the
farmers' vehicles. As I mentioned, some sort of
lining is required to prevent leakage from the
railway trucks. When the trucks reach the par-
ticular siding, the farmer himself must unload
them. He uses an elevator which he roughly lines
up alongside the railway truck and he then bashes
the door open, hoping that the nitrogenous fertiliser
or whatever finishes up in the hopper used for
unloading, and not on the ground.

After the initial unloading is completed, the
farmer must then use a Clark shovel to transfer
the bulk of the remaining superphosphate or grain.
For those who are not familiar with this equip-
ment, a Clark shovel is a manually-operated
shovel connected to a long chain. The shovel is
dragged into the truck, and when the farmer
applies pressure on the chain the shovel grabs
the material in the hopper and transfers it to
the farmer's truck. Approximately two-thirds of
the railway truck may be emptied by this method,
and the remainder is shovelled out by hand.

This type of operation goes on during the
months of January, February and March and, with
temperatures usually in excess of 40 degrees,
it is not a very pleasant task. Most of this type
of work today is done by the farmers themselves.
In heat which makes many workers stop
work, the farmers and their sons have no altern-
ative but to keep working to unload the trucks
as quickly as they can in order to avoid the
demurrage, which would result in a charge for
leaving the trucks loaded beyond a prescribed
period.

The method of carting anmmonium nitrate would
appear to be a very cheap means of providing
a much better service to the farmers and would
lead to a substantial increase in the amount of
superphosphate conveyed by rail. Carting super-
phosphate by road beyond a distance of 50 or
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60 miles is not a particularly attractive proposition
from the farmer's point of view because, with
today's high cost of labour, most farms are dawn
to a one-man operation. The farmers and in some
cases the farmers and their sons usually are
busily occupied with the running of the farm.

Mr Pearce: What about saying something about
the Mullewa-Meekatharra line?

Mr TUBBY: I am not referring to the Mullewa-
Meekatharra line; I am referring to the Mullewa-
Midland line. I know the condition of the Mul-
lewa-Meekatharra line; the honourable member
does not need to ptint that out to me.

Mr Pearce: What about saying something about
it? It is in your electorate.

Mr TUBBY: Mullewa is in my electorate but it
is only a small section of line.

Mr Pearce: The people of Mullewa are going
to be very badly affected by this decision. I was
up there two or three weeks ago, and they are
very concerned about the prospect of losing the
line.

Mr TUBBY: I appreciate their concern; I am
not happy at the thought of. any railway -line

closing in a developing State such as Western
Australia.

Mr Pearce: Your Government is going to close
it.

Mr TUBBY: The Government has not said that,
has it?

Mr Pearce: The Government is not answering
questions on the subject, but there is no prize
for guessing what will happen.

Mr TUBBY: No doubt the questions will be
answered at the right time.

Mr Pearce: We have asked you enough ques-
tions about the matter.

Mr TUBBY: I believe the bulk-handling method
I have suggested will lead to cheaper handling of
the various commodities transported by rail be-
cause of the greatly reduced labour required to
empty the trucks at their destination. Under the
present system a tremendous amount of labour
and time are required. to make the railway trucks
suitable for the cartage of bulk materials, and
they must be cleaned after each use, which in-
volves additional labour and cost. Also, there is
a very real risk that this method of cartage may
result in the spread of noxious weeds.

If we used the type of container presently
used to transport ammonium nitrate, the farmers
at the other end could hire loaders to receive
the bulk product, and perhaps a levy could be

made on the tonnes of, say, fertiliser handled,
thereby offsetting the costs of the scheme. I am
sure such a proposal would gain the full support
of the farmers concerned. I have always been
greatly concerned about the apparent unneces-
sary cost and waste of time in transporting bulk
products from Perth or Midland to the rural
areas, and the length of time railway trucks must
remain at the various sidings. With the co-
operation of the farmers, when a number of rail-
way cars arrive at a particular siding, loaders
could be waiting to receive the super-
phosphate. This would 'result in a much quicker
turnaround of the rolling stock and thus a great
deal more superphosphate could be transported
in a given time, at a lower cost and with a
greatly reduced amount of rolling stock than
presently is the case.

I refer now to the problems of storing super-
phosphate and other fertilisers in country areas.
I know that for some time, people in Merredin
have discussed the possibility of establishing an
inland storage area for superphosphate. How-
ever, I believe the farmers' storage areas are
sufficient for their seasonal requirements, and
using the method of transport I have suggested
would eliminate the necessity to set up an inland
storage area and would avoid double-handling
the product, which is inherent in any central
storage scheme.

In moving around the 11 shires and 13 towns
within my electorate. I have noticed a serious
shortage of skilled tradesmen in the smaller
towns. It has often occurred to me that the
various shires should be given the responsibility
of maintaining the various State and Federal
Government buildings within their areas, in addi-
tion to maintaining the shire buildings. If shires
were made responsible for the maintenance of
State Housing Commission dwellings, hospitals,
police stations, and the like, they would be able
to employ skilled tradesmen on a permanent
basis. The Minister for Works informed me
yesterday that, wherever possible, preference is
given to local tradesmen to carry out these main-
tenance jobs.
- I think this is a very good move but in order
to gi ve work to local tradesmen, the tradesmen
have to be there in the first place and in many
of these smaller towns the amount of work is
so insufficient that tradesmen and their families
are not attracted to them, If tradesmen were
employed by the shires, the shires would provide
accommodation for them and if there was not
sufficient work on the type of maintenance I have
just mentioned the tradesmen would be available
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to work for private interests. This would be good
for decentralisation and would bring more families
into the smaller country towns.

I think the Government would also benefit
because I have noticed that when 1 visit schools
and other places items of maintenance are men-
tioned. They are usually only of a minor nature
hut it appears to be the procedure that tenders
are called and contracts arc let only when there
is enough work to warrant them. I have noticed
that when some jobs are first noted they are only
of a minor nature but by the time they are
finally attended to they are of a major nature
and involve more cost.

Another item of concern is the development
of coastal towns. I refer to two towns in par-
ticular-Leeman, which the member for Moore
would know all about, and Kalbarri. Both of
these towns are about 130 kilometres away from
the central town in the shire. Their distance from
the shire centre and shire amenities is a great
burden to the shires concerned because it is ne-
cessary for everything to be duplicated.

I refer particularly to Kalbarri because it is
a tremendous tourist attraction which is known
throughout Australia and a wonderful road has
been provided to it. At present it is catering for
far more tourists than it is capable of handling
satisfactorily. I recently visited Surfers Paradise to
represent this Parliament in a bowling carnival and
after I saw the way the authorities have capitalised
on the wonderful natural features in that area
it made me wonder whether we may regret the
type of development that has been allowed to
go on at Kalbarri. I wish a little more planning
by the Government to cater for tourists could
have been done in the earlier stages.

When I was speaking of the drought situation
I omitted to mention the concern with regard to
the wheat quota system. In the areas which have
twice been recently affected by drought there is
great concern over the wheat quota system be-
cause in the near future these farmers will be
making their arrangements for carry-on finance
for the next year. I shall give an example of
the iniquitous system which exists at present and
the effect it is having on these people. If one
starts off with a base quota in June, 1976, of
1 000 tonnes, under the present system one takes
80 per cent of that-OO tonnes-for actual de-
livery at the end of 1976. If we then take into
consideration the immediate past history of 20
per cent we reach a base quota of 800 tonnes in
June, 1977, and 80 per cent of that brings us
back to 640 tonnes in October, 1977. If one
goes on for two years with no production one's
quota entitlement will go down just at a time

*when one wants to be loins the other way if
there is to be any hope of-retrieving the financial
situation. To return to the base quota that was
held in 1976 one would need to produce 1 800
tonnes in 1977-78. If 1977-78 is a wipe-out one
wilt be back to 510 tonnes. This is a rather
drastic situation. I should like some considera-
tion to be given to this situation because it will
be taken into consideration by the financial in-
stitutions when farmers arrange their carry-on
finance.

Mr Deputy Speaker, I thank you for your in-
dulgence. I hope the information I have pro-
vided to the House is of some interest and I
hope it will be considered when developments
take place in the area.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [9.07 p.mn.J: I should
like to deal with two matters tonight. One of
them was touched on in the maiden speech of
the member for Mundaring and the other is
causing me a great deal of concern in regard
to my electorate. It has not been easy for even
my predecessors to right a wrong which has been
perpetrated on people living in the electorate of
Swan. They have been reasonably successful
with regard to the smell from the abattoir and
I am able to leave that subject alone.

Mr Old: You fixed that all right.

Mr SKIDMORE: I did not fix it at all. I cer-
tainty would not be so egotistical to claim that,
but my efforts and the efforts of others at least
made the board conscious of its responsibilities
in that regard.

The issue about which I want to take the
Government to task tonight is the lack of sewer-
age in an area which is in desperate need of
assistance in this regard because of the health
hazard existing in the Swan electorate.

As members will realise, the problems are that
septic tanks and leach drains on top of virtually
impervious subsoil create a disaster area. With
the tendency today 10 construct dwellings on
sand pads, when a leach drain is constructed in
a bank of sand the sewage leaches out onto the
next-door property which has not been built on
and rotten stinking sewage lies on the ground
between two houses. I have raised this issue
with the Swan Shire and the Mundaring Shire
and on each occasion I have been told not to
get uptight about it because it is really not a
health hazard and it will eventually disappear.
I have been told that nature will take care of
it and the effluent will soak away.

The area of Midvale in the Swan Shire is a
disaster area because effluent now has no other
place to go than down the street gutter. This is
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a repeat of the performance that. occurred at
Koongamia after the health engineers in the
Housing Commission determined on three occa-
sions that the best way to get rid of effluent from
overloaded septic systems was deliberately to pipe
it into the storm water drains.

The only time attention was drawn to this was
when the sewerage department, under Federal
funding, when constructing a drain cut three
pipes, and wondered where they came from.

It is not possible for the sewage to drain away
in Midvale. It lies on the ground. When I
spoke to the health surveyor from the Mundaring
Shire I received a degree of helpful consideration,
but that is all. The shire is apparently not greatly
concerned with co-operating with the Swan Shire
in order to solve some differences of opinion so
that they can make a joint appeal to the Govern-
ment for assistance. They merely ignore the
problem. They do not believe that it is any con-
cern of theirs and they are not interested in
taking any action. Therefore I have no recourse
but to raise the matter here and appeal to the
Government to make every effort to overcome
the problem.

We are very fortunate that we have had a dry
winter to this stage.

Mr Blaikie: We are unfortunate.

Mr SKIDMORE: Midvale is fortunate. If the
member for Vasse wants me to comment on the
plight of the country people in this regard, I say
that the shortage of rain in country areas is aa
tragedy. I am conscious of that fact so the
member for Vasse should not try to make
political capital out of my speech. It ill-becomes
him.

Returning to the sewerage problem, if the
Minister would like to accompany me on anyFriday or Saturday I could take him to a certain
establishment which delivers the amber fluid to
its customers, and I could show him raw effluent
running out of a drain because it has been
deliberately piped into the street gutter. I could
also point out to him other problems associated
with the overflow of effluent from the sand pads
to which I have referred and which are supposed
to solve the problem. Like all liquids, the effluent
finds its own level and it runs between the sand
pads and accumulates in an area within the juris-
diction of the Swan and Mundaring Shires. Those
shires had a considerable amount of money alro-
cated to them last year to enable them to under-
take a drainage scheme in the Blackadder Creek
area, but they will not even talk about the matter.

I have approached both shires. The Swan
Shire engineer has studied the situation but then

is a line of demarcation and neither shire dares
go over it. I went to the Mundaring Shin and
the officer said he could not tackle the problem
unless we could get the Swan Shire official to
agree. Then I approached the Swan Shire and
I was told that it would do something if only
the Mundaring Shire would agree. All I am
asking is that the two shires act responsibly and
at least talk about the problem and spend the
money which was available under the last Budget
to undertake the work concerned.

I have since approached the department and I
understand it has taken the initiative on the matter.
I am not sure how far it has progressed in its
endeavours, but it has stated that the Blackaddet
Creek project comes under its jurisdiction. I
have asked it to do the work in an effort to
alleviate the problem.

What concerns me is the failure of the State
Government to undertake a more realistic attitude
in an endeavour to achieve something concrete.

I would now like to leave the Swan View area
and refer to an old established section of my
electorate. It has been settled for 50 years. Most of
the homes would have been completed for at least,
20 or 25 years, but still they do not have the
benefit of deep sewerage. It is all very well for
the Government to say that developers must bear
the cost of providing sewerage systems in new
areas, but really they are not required there for
many years because a good septic tank system
would cater adequately and would not be a drain
on the Government's resources. In this way
the Government could use the money which it now
spends in the new areas to cater for those whose
properties have been established for many years.

Bellevue is the old established area to which I
am referring. In Bellevue the residents suffer the
indignity of having effluent escaping on the ground
and creating a health hazard.

I hope some effort will be made by the Gov-
ernment as a result of my overtures so that
the houses which have been 'established for 50
years will be catered for. Certainly the Minister
for Health should be considering the health hazard
created in the area. I would like him to note
that I will be only too happy to accompany any
of his officers to the problem areas I have men-
tioned. Of course there will not be too much
evidence of the problem -at the moment, be-
cause of the shortage of rain, but it would have
to rain for only three or tour weeks, by which
time the problem would be very evident.

I now leave that subject and deal with a matter
about which I have spoken before. I have refer-
red one problem to the Minister for Health and
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I understand he is also responsible for Aboriginal
welfare which is being funded by the Federal
Government. I was interested to listen to a speech
earlier todiight in which the member for Mundar-
ing mentioned the problems confronting the Abo-
riginal community. He stated that maybe his
offer of assistance would not be accepted. I do
not want him to be disappointed if he is kicked
by the Aborigines on the way up and also on the
way down, because that seems to be the treat-
ment meted out to those who try to help them.
They are entitled to kick us because we have done
so little for them in the past. However, it
does become a little discouraging when we try to
help and we are accused of not helping.

I wish to relate to him my experience so that
he will not be disappointed if his overtures are
rejected. One of the leading lights in the Abo-
riginal community once told me in my office that
I Was a racist and that I had no affinity with the
Aboriginal people. He said that as far as he was
concerned I was of little consequence. I then
went to a meeting and told the white community
of the results of some deliberations and they told
me that I Was a racist because I was looking after
the Aboriginal people.

I did not mind that so mnuch, but last Sunday
at a meeting was the same Aboriginal leader
who had called me a racist but who had realised
that he had been wrong and that V- was going
in to bat for him at the meeting. I was on
Sunday accused by an Aboriginal employee of a
Government instrumentality of being a racist
because I was not looking after the white popu-
lation.

I do not think that anybody should underes-
timate the tremendous problems associated with
the understanding of the Aboriginal. He has
been hurt desperately. He has been humiliated,
denied, degraded, and has had everything done
to him that would lower the dignity of any man
and the sum result is that he has the right to
say those things about me. I believe if we
accept the challenge the Aborigines offer we may
be able to do something for them.

I would like to read briefly from reports which
have been made available and one report refers
to the accommodation needs of Aborigines in
Perth. It mentions soine of the problems that
the member for Mundaring related to us and re-
fers to the number of agencies that Aborigines
have to contact before they get any joy from their
efforts. I am well aware that the Minister for
Community Welfare has assisted the Aboriginal
community to a great extent and I say now that
praise previously has been given to this Govern-

ment, in this House, for its efforts and I am
prepared to praise it again now. Recently.
when it was possible for the Government to
move, it moved quickly and was able to give
the Aborigines tents and shelter that had been
denied them. When the position was forced on
the Government it offered to the Aborigines the
necessary tents and services to enable them to
live in some degree of comfort.

However, what about those Aborigines at
Lockridge without shelters? The report says-

In relation to the 14 agencies surveyed
the indications are that Aborigines are sig-
nificantly disadvantaged when compared with
the general population. Three of the 14
agencies responded that they excluded Abo-
rigines from their services,

I can only assume that these are Government
agencies as the report itself was produced by a
Government agency, If this is so it is a con-
demnation of those agencies in that, because of
race or colour, Aborigines are excluded. I hope my
analysis of this report is wrong, but this is what
it says-

However there are indications that, for a
number of reasons, the exclusion may be
greater, As the "supervisor" of the Abori-
ginal agency indicated.

"Sad but there is absolutely nowhere to go
when you are Aboriginal. We try to put the
women into either G Or I but they don't like
going there. There is absolutely nowhere for
the men to go.'"

I am conscious of the need of the single Abo-
riginal in the Swan Valley; that poor degraded
human being who has been forced to suffer the
indignity of being called an alcoholic no-hoper.
That is the opinion of many people in my elec-
torate who have no knowledge of and no feeling
for such people.

Of course, white people do not become alco-
holics, as far as some white people are concerned!
But they do, and we all know that. Re-
cently in the Press we were able to read of
derelicts who were living in Haig Park. There is
a great need for a depth of understanding of
people in this situation.

When I had to make an approach recently on
behalf of the Aboriginal community I had to make
it to four agencies that I thought could help. They
were the Department for Community Welfare, the
Aboriginal Advancement Council, the Aboriginal
Lands Trust and the office of the Federal Min-
ister for Aborigines, Mr Viner. Seeking to short-
circuit this procedure and the documentation in-
volved, I sought to get in touch with our local
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Minister and send himn copies of correspondence
applicable to all the other offices. The Minister
gave me the courtesy of a reply and took action
but when it came to Mr Viner, of 'whomn I have
spoken in slowing terms previously, it was a
different situation.

I think Aborigines in Western Australia are
getting a poor deal with regard to funding. it
would appear to me that a great quantity
of finance is being poured into projects in the
Northern Territory and other States. I do not
denigrate Or deny the great need of the Abori-
gines in those areas, but I say it is about time
Western Australia received some money and
the opportunity to secure premises for our Abori-
gines.

There was an institution in Guildford about
to be closed down and put on the market that
had previously accommodated aged white people.
It was put on the market for a sum which
would have made it a very good purchase to
accommodate our homeless Aborigines in the
Swan Valley. As well as being a hostel it could
have been a stepping stone for employment
opportunities but as I understand it, because of
the dilly-dallying and inability of the various
agencies to come up with a creditable perform-
ance, we just could not purchase it. It is now
no longer available. It is to the discredit of
those. agencies that they did not move fast
enough in that instance.

One would imagine that if such an opportun-
ity arose for the purchase of such a place there
would be a good deal of movement to effect the
purchase. The agency officers should have
got off their backsides and moved among the
people who were in need of accommodation.
Somewhere there is a hiatus but I do not know
where it occurs. The people with whom we
deal are frustrated in their efforts. There should
be someone at the top to achieve a logical result
and say, "Here is $2 000 for such and such a
purpose."

The member for Mundaring mentioned the
disbursement of funds for the fencing of reserves
which had exceeded the estimate in a manner
which was wrong and improper. I would never
make such a statement without knowledge of
what the fencing was for. I assume it was to
keep stock in and to allow the Aborigines to
farm land in a logical and economical way. I
do not believe the money was wasted. In fact,
in the same report there are many features of
Aboriginal effort which are of credit to them.

Many people look at the Aborigines and con-
sider them as being unable to accept responsibil-
ity. However, I am sure there are many of us

who do not believe that. At the Mowanjum
settlement there is a new housing area which is
working well. In the East Kimberley on the
Forrest River there is the Oombulgurri settle-
ment. The report indicates-

.,.the Oombulgurri project on the Forrest
River has been almost three years in the
process of resettlement away from the dis-
rupting influence of alcohol and its attendant
problems in Wyndham.

Thai is working very well. Some dignity is
returning to the people concerned, although they
still have problems. In the Pilbara the Nomads
group has acquired Coongan Station as an ad-
junct to Strelley Station. Houses and a school
have been erected in that instance. At Wiluna
the Desert Gold citrus and melon farm has been
developed but, unfortunately, that venture has
become the centre of a storm as a result of the
old problem of alcohol. The self-esteem and
respect of the people have been destroyed vir-
tually by alcohol. It is a great pity we cannot
learn a lesson from the many other nations which
have been subjected to the ills of alcohol, and
have overcome them.

I now come to the vexatious question of Abo-
riginal children. I have been taken to task by
the Aborigines, and I have been taken to task
for assisting the Aborigines. Last Sunday I was
out helping to re-erect the tents which had blown
down. On many occasions I have assisted in the
erection of tents in the Stirling Square area in
Guildford. I have even gone to the extent of
begging, borrowing, and stealing beds, blankets,
and other material at various times in an atltemnpt
to assist the Aborigines. However, I do not con-
sider I am a martyr, or that I understand the
Aborigines any better.

The Friends of the Fringe Dwellers have been
criticised. They are a very dedicated group of
people but some members in this Parliament
seem to want to make a political expedient of
those people by way of destructive comments.
That small group of people are interested in
humanity, and they are endeavouring to do the
best they can for the Aborigines. I might add
that all of them are working people and they
are not earning countless thousands of dollars
each year which they can afford to spend on the
Aborigines. They use their vehicles to take the
children to various functions and picnics, and
they are doing the best they can.

It ill-behoves members opposite to accuse those
people of being political: they are nonpolitical.
They are merely doing a job on behalf of the
Aborigines. Returning to. the subject of the

369



370 [ASSEMBLY]

Aboriginal children, I will refer to a report on
the Allawah Grove settlement. The report is
headed, "The Principle of Assimilation in
Practice 1958-1963". It is a detailed documenta-
tion of the trials and tribulations of the people
who were settled in Allawab Grove. I am sure
the report would have a tremendous impact on
any person who has any compassion for human
beings. The report points out where we went
wrong, and what action should be taken to im-
prove the conditions of the Aborigines.

I have been accused of wanting to set up an-
other Allawah Grove in the Lockridge area, but
that is not mny desire at all. I suggested a type
of communal village to fulfil the ideals of the
Aboriginal people. They 'should be allowed to
look after the village and run it for themselves,
and progress to tents, shelters, and simple homes.
They should have the choice to move out in
their own time, and in their own manner.

I am pleased to be able to make my comments
in the presence of the Deputy Premier who, I
feel sure, will well remember 'correspondence on
the question of housing for Aborigines. At the
time, the Deputy Premier said there was to be
no half-way measures: the standard of State
Housing Commission houses was to be the same
for black people as it was for white people.
That was considered to be the most logical way
to help the Aboriginal people, but the jump from
tribal habits to living in State Housing Com-.
mission homes was too great. Something in
between is required. The Aboriginal cannot be
situated on one side of a river with no means
of crossing to the other side; there has to be a
stepping stone, The question is: how do we pro-
vide the stepping stone?

I believe we have to return to the concept of
a communal village. I do not mean the Allawah
Grove type of settlement; that was a disaster,
but a lesson from which we should learn.
Allawah Grove has a place in the history of
our attempt to look after the Aborigines. The
report on the Allawah Grove settlement includes
the comment-

The residents of Allawah Grove were told
that they must perform such activities as
would enable them to take a place in white
society. But quite often they were not given
the means with which to attain the desired
end.

For some 20 years I have been interested in
the problems confronting Aborigines. The re-
port on Allawah Grove covers the period from
1958 to 1963, and anybody who remembers
Allawah Grove will agree there were problems.

On that occasion we told the Aborigines that
they could have the well-established tx-Army
camp which contained everything necessary to
enable them to learn our way of life and then
move into our community. However, it was a
dismal failure because we did not provide the
means for them to understand what was required.
The report on Allawah Grove continues-

In April 1961, Mrs. E. M. Gare of the
Allawah Grove Friends Centre wrote that
"lack of education and unemployment are
the causes of most trouble".

The report goes on at length; it is a tremend-
ously challenging document. However, a most
tragic and hopeless situation is set out in the
following terms--

If the hopes for the Allawah Grove resi-
dents lay in their children's education, then
in 1963 the prospects were not very bright.
Oxer reports that the local school teachers
with Aboriginal children in their classes, on
the whole saw them as less able to succeed
and as having lower school abilities than
the rest of their classes. When asked to
judge the Aboriginal children's relative to
that of white children, nine were estimated
to have equal motivation, and 13 'were
thought to have less than their class fellows.
The teachers did not think that the child-
ren could succeed, and the parents for whom
education had been of little value would
,consciously or unconsciously pass on their
attitudes of the futility of education to
(their) children".

We have not made much progress in 14 years to
provide better education for- Aboriginal children.
We have a self-perpetuating set of circumstances.
We have a community that has not accepted
the fact that Aboriginal children require some-
thing different fromn that now provided. Abori-
ginal children need something better in the way
of education-not along the lines of racism or
apartheid but assistance equal to that given to
other children in our community who do not
have the ability to understand fully what is going
on, such as the slow learners. I use that term
with respect. I refer to those people who do not
even realise they cannot fully understand what is
going on, and I am aware there has been con-
siderable realism in that regard as a result of
studies which have been carried out.

The parents of the Aboriginal children know
the value of education for their children. If
those children do not receive education the
situation becomes a self-inflicted affair, and the
system fails. I believe that is an area which
should be looked at.
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I am very disturbed at the attitude of some
people towards Aborigines. I agree with the
member for Mundaring that at times the prob-
lem of Aborigines is used as a political football.
I have in my possession a document which was
circulated by people who should have known
better And should have realised their responsibi-
lities. The document was put out by the Caver-
sham-Eden Hill-Lockridge branch of the Lib-
eral Party of Western Australia. On reading the
document one would think we were almost look-
ing at the question of apartheid, and the prob-
lemi was a case of, "I am so much better than
you, because I am white and you are black."

Members do not have to take my word for
it. The document proves it and I will be happy
to lay it on the Table of the House. It contains
13 points, the first of which is-

Why has Lockridge been chosen as the
area to have yet another "Human Rights"
issue pushed to its doorstep?

Some 40 defenceless Aborigines went to Lock-
ridge in order to have a roof over their heads.
They have never interfered with anybody else.
They are placid people. If they fight, they fight
among themselves. The second point is-

Why has the petition that gained 1 200
signatures been ignored?

It was not ignored. One might ask: How many
of the 1 200 signatories to that document were
eligible to demand a meeting of ratepayers of
the Swan Shire? I think we could rule out about
1 000 of them. The fourth point is-

As the Alien Group involved in this dis-
pute were living satisfactorily at Guildford,

* why have they been forced to move?

The alien group! One cannot imagine a more
racist term being applied to those people who
have been endeavouring to live at Guildford under
the worst conditions one could ever see.

The area was totally unsuitable. The tents were
being torn because they were of a primitive type.
They were flooded out time and time again. They
existed there because of the good will of St.
Matthews Anglican Church until they said to
themselves, "it is not good enough." I went
there on many occasions in wet and dry weather
and sat down and talked to them. They wanted
to be moved to dry land and they asked to be
moved to Lockridge. The area was found by
the president of the shire, who felt it was satis-
factory. The Government of the day and the
Minister thought it was satisfactory. Then we
received this petition mentioning "the Alien

Group" and asking why they were not left at
Guildford. It is the old racist cry: "Put them
in anybody's backyard but not in mine'"

The sixth point is-
What are the rights of the Ratepayer in

the Swan Shire with regard to the Mainten-
ance of Health--Social and Law making pro-
cesses of that Shire?

Some of the people who complain-that is, mem-
bers of the Caversham-Eden Hill-Lockridge
Branch of the Liberal Party-fomed part of the
group I addressed at a meeting in the Swan Valley.
Some of those people are racist and they said,
"We don't want them out there, either. Send them
to Guildford." The Guildford people are say-
ing. "Please move them from here on the ground
of human ideals." The people at Lockridge have
problems-we are well aware of the social disaster
that high rise fiats have been in many com-
munities.

Point 10 is-
Why is it that a community of people

are forced to live under conditions that no
one in this hall would live under?

That does not refer to the Aborigines; it refers
to the people at Lockridge who have a fiat or
house with sewerage, shower, toilet, cooking
facilities, a roof that does not leak, doors and
windows which operate, and everything else- This
group of people who profess to be human beings
are asking, "Why should they have to live like
that", while the Aborigines have a leaky tent, a
sheet of iron, an upturned motorcar, or a bridge
pylon, and no shelter at all, They get drunk be-
cause there is no other way they can sleep and
drink is the best sleep inducer they know. Those
people say it is shocking to allow white people to
live at Lockridge. They are using the Lockridge
community as a buffer against their nastiness.

Point 13 i.-
If these indigenous people are prepared

to work either for their benefit or the coni-
munity's, the area of contention wouldn't
be as great as it is. Are they?

I might say when these Aboriginal people were
moved into the valley in the early history of
their endeavours they were exploited to the hilt
by the vignerons. No effort was made to provide
accommodation for them. If Albert Bropho failed
to turn up for work, nobody bothered to find out
where he was or whether he was sick or injured,
because if he did not turn up somebody else
would comec along and pick his bucket of grapes.
A suggestion was made that a place where they
could be sheltered be provided at the vineyards
but nothing was done about it.
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We should give to these Aboriginal derelicts
the privileges we give to the white derelicts.
About 60 per cent of the problems facing the
people in the Swan Valley are caused by alcohol.
We have run away from that question because
we have not been able to understand the require-
ments of the Aboriginal alcoholic. We cannot
take the Aboriginal from a tribal hut and put
him in a white man's house; nor can we treat an
Aboriginal alcoholic in the same way as we treat
a European alcoholic, for the obvious reason that
the Aboriginal cannot understand why one wants
to poke tablets down his throat. If he is told,
'The tablets contain a drug which will help
you to overcome your alcohol problem", he can-
not understand; so he becomes frightened and
perturbed and he runs away.

I have been speaking with these people for
some 20 years and I do not understand them. I
do not know many people who can understand
them. it is a very vexatious problem. We must
provide the facilities and I believe the State
Government should move as quickly as possible
to put pressure on the Federal Government for
the funding which I know our present Minister
desires for these people.

The pressure must be put on by all members.
Would all members please assist by writing to
the Federal Minister concerned saying, "We want
a new deal for the Aboriginal community in
Western Australia so that we can show a sense
of responsibility towards them"? Collectively we
may be able to achieve the objectives which have
been pursued not only by me but also by the
member for Mundaring, who has offered to help,
and other members who have made a contribution.
For God's sake give them a go! Get pen and
paper out and write to the Federal Minister asking
him to take action to provide the funds. The
establishment is needed. For God's sake do not
wait any longer!

MR SIUSON (Bunbury) [9.50 p.m.]: I wish to
make some comments during this debate on the
Address-in-Reply.

Mr Tonkin: Get your box!

Mr 51350W: 1 sincerely hope that the Hansard
reporters will be able to hear me from here.
Some comments have been made about the three
members in the back seats.

Mr & T. Burke: The back stalls.

Mr SIBSON: The only comment I can make
is that as I am a little taller than my colleagues
in the back seats it will make me the highest
person in the Parliament. That is my claim to
fame.

I am rather surry that the Speaker is not in
his Chair, but I would like to congratulate you,
Mr Deputy Speaker, on your appointment. I
would, however1 like to record my best wishes
to the new Speaker.

Mr Tonkin- I will pass them on to him.

Mr S1950W: May we all have forbearance
with him in his endeavours to assist us to do the
work we were elected for. I would like to con-
gratulate all the new members elected to this
House. There are quite a number of them, and
I congratulate them regardless of their political
persuasions. I welcome them here, and I assure
them that if they are prepared to co-operate and
work, their stay here will be enjoyable. Once
again I would like to thank the staff of the House
for their assistance in the 'Past and, in advance,
for their continued help in the future.

I would like to thank the electors of the
Bunbury electorate for the support they showed
me at the last election. Without wanting to sound
egotistical, I believe the election result in Bunbury
created history. From what I can discover, the
previous highest majority was 510 votes, and
at this election I achieved a majority of 714 votes.

Mr B. T. Burke: Well done!

Mr 51850W: I appreciate the support that
was shown to me, although I realise the majority
may be considered small in comparison with
others. For some 40 to 50 years now the Bun-
bury seat has been considered a marginal one
and it is very encouraging to have received so
much support. Again I thank my electors.

Mr Nanovich: You will never lose that seat
while you continue to stand.

Mr B. T. Burke: Talk about the blind leading
the blind! Where is your cardboard box?

Mr Watt: Do not start him on that.

Mr SIBSON: Mr Deputy Speaker, if I may
interject-

Mr B. T. Burke: You may, but do not ask
us to listen.

Mr SIBSON: -before proceeding to talk
about my electorate, I would like, in his absence,
to thank Sir Charles Court for his support and
for that of the other Ministers.-

Mr Tonkin: That is so you won't end up
even further back.

Mr SIBSON: -during the last three years.
I look forward to that continuing support in
the next three years.

Mr B. T. Burke: A mutual admiration society-

Mr S1850W: May I have time on afterwards?
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Please continue,
and address yourself to the Chair.

Mr 51850W- Mr Deputy Speaker, I wish to
pay a tribute to one of my electors who passed
away recently, and I refer to Mr P. C. (Percy)
Payne. This gentleman was a worker and a
leader. He was a very colourful character in
my electorate and in the south-west generally
over many years. While one could not always
fully agree with Mr Payne's views, there is
ample evidence throughout the whole of the
south-west of his contributions over many years
of public life. He went about his work doggedly
and he proved his worth in the business world,
in local government, and in various other areas.
I pay him this tribute on my own behalf, on
behalf of the people of Bunbury in particular,
the people of the south-west, and in fact, the
people of Western Australia.

F would like to mention also another person
who was presented recently with a jubilee medal
-Mrs Stella Spencer Hayward. This lady has
been a very hard worker in our community and
she is a great supporter of many organisations.

I 'believe that our State is in a better situation
economically than any other State in the Com-
monwealth. This situation is a credit to the
present Government, and particularly to the
Treasurer. It has come about because of the
way the financial affairs of the State have been
managed. Certainly we have an unemployment
problem, but we are in the happy situation that
our unemployment figures are lower than the
national average, despite the fact that we are
continually confronted with a fairly large influx
of people from the Eastern States. Our unem-
ployment figures arc below the national average
which is currently around 4.7 per cent of the
Work force.

The economy of the State generally is healthy
and the programmes which the Government is
endeavouring to initiate are commendable. These
programmes will need a great deal more work
on them, as welt as more negotiation and addi-
tional finance from the various companies which
are interested in development within the State.
The Government must continually follow up
the negotiations to ensure that everything possible
is done to see that the projects get off the
ground. In the long term the Government's
policy will go a long way towards alleviating
the unemployment problem.

I would like to comment briefly on the ap-
pointment of regional administrators. Seven
regional administrators have been appointed in
Western Australia, and, in the south-west, Mr
Peter Beeson took up office in December, 1976.

He has now held this position for some eight
or nine months, and it is worthy of comment
that he has accepted the challenge presented to
him as officer-in-charge of regional administra-
tion in the south-west. He has a very wide and
deep understanding and knowledge of the way
in which the Public Service and the depart-
menital system works, and this knowledge has
been of great assistance to him. He has worked
diligently to improve the lot of people living
in country areas, and particularly those in the
south-west.

The roles of the regional administrator are
many and varied. One of the areas being con-
sidered at the moment is the development of
more employment within the south-west region.
At the moment the region has a population of
between 80000 and 100 000, and it has been
thought that perhaps some improvement can be
made in the area of the Government sector with-
out going beyond the growth rate set down by
the Government.

When we consider the services provided by the
Government in the form of Westrail, the Main
Roads Department, the State Energy Commis-
sion, the Forests Department, the Department of
Agriculture, and the Education Department we
find that the input of people in those areas of
the Government sector is running at about 7
or 8 per cent, which is fairly well in line with
the rate in the city. However, when we consider
the number of people who come within the ambit
of the Public Service Board, we find that in the
south-west the rate is running at about 2 per cent.
So there is room for an improvement of 6 per
cent in that sphere. I believe some of the areas
I have mentioned could be expanded, bearing in
mind the aims of the office of regional ad-
ministrator.

An important point is that without employing
extra personnel, people could be shifted around
in the service between city and country areas;
and particularly in the souith-west because the
population there is growing steadily all the time.
I refer to an input of personnel in the areas of the
planning, valuing, and design functions of the
Public Works Department. The Titles Office is
another department which could be expanded
into the south-west of the State. Statistics is an-
other area in which this could be done. [ believe
personnel could be stationed permanently in the
south-west to compile statistics which are so ne-
cessary and vital these days.

The Bureau of Consumer Affairs could also
open an office in this area as an adjunct to its
head office, in the same way as the State Housing
Commission, the Department of Agriculture, and
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many other departments have already done. This
would not only increase the population in the
south-west, but it would also increase job and,
career opportunities within the service itself. It
would also assist the private sector, allowing it
to grow and to create more career and job op-
portunities at the same time.

So it could be said that those two moves, ir-
respective of how small they might be, would
attract some very real benefit to the area and
would not be just some sort of pumping up of
a temporary nature. So, all in all, I see the role
of the office of regional administrator as being
a very real step forward. No doubt it will ex-
perience problems, and no doubt the office will
need to be looked into from time to time and
perhaps it may be necessary to lay down closer
guidelines. However, that is for the future.

I would like now to make some comments on
education. We have heard in recent times some
strong debate about the direction we are taking
in respect of education, with particular reference
to the provision of financial assistance for the
various facets of education. There is some doubt
as to what the future holds so far as Federal
finance is concerned.

I believe the most important factor in respect
of' education-bearing in mind that it uses the
greater pant of the moneys that become available
to us-is the need to obtain better value for our
money. We must look at this in an enideavour
to give the people better value for their money,
because it is their monej' that the Government is
spending.

We must provide the people with an education
system that is sufficient to educate them without
wasting money or spending it unnecessarily. I
believe one area in which this could be done is
by looking at the design of buildings and the
way in which they are constructed. it is popularly
believed today that to educate and train people
properly requires fabulous buildings.

As an example, the Graylands Teachers' Train-
ing College produces teachers Just as good as-
in fact sometimes considerably better than-the
other teaching institutions in the metropolitan
area. Therefore, it does not necessarily follow
that elaborate and expensive buildings produce
better educated citizens.

I know the Government has done a consider-
able amount of work in looking into the manner
in which education funds are spent; and hope-
fully this work will continue with the -thought

in mind of providing a wider and better educa-
tion system which is available to everyone and
not just a selected few.

So far as Bunbury and the south-west are con-
cerned, over the yeaq4 there has been agitation
for a university and a teachers' training college.
Perhaps we are aiming a little high; although
by that Comment I do not mean that eventually
we should not see those facilities in the south-
west. However, perhaps what we should be
aiming at is the provision of basic primary and
secondary education, along with tertiary, tech-
nical, and further education facilitiesc which will
be available to as many, people as possible.

I am told that if we were to build a university
it would cater for about 8 or 9 per cent of the
population of the south-west. However, perhaps
by spending money more wisely, by extending
the facilities already available, by extending the
academic courses in high schools, and by broad-
ening the aspects of technical and further educa-
tion facilities which we already have, we will be
more able to meet the needs of the people.

Mr Mclver: Have you *written to the Minister
for Education on this matter?

Mr SIBSON: I speak to him every Saturday
morning when we have a cup of tea.

Mr Mclver: I did not ask that; I asked if you
had written to the Minister for Education on
this matter.

Mr Bryce: He is no longer the Minister.

Mr SIBSON: Yes, and there has been a lot
of discussion and thought, and a great deal has
been put on paper in regard to this aspect. We
believe the south-west region is the ideal place
to expand the educational facilities 1 am talking
about, because the area involves reasonably small
distances in comparison with the rest of the
State.

Mr Mclver: Do you realise Mr MacKinnon is
no longer the Minister?

Mr SIBSON: The area has the population, and
we believe it has the potential to develop in this
way.

Mr Mclver: Have you written to the Minister
for Education?

Mr SIBSON: I think every member of this
House has written to the Minister for Education
at some time.

Mr Mclver. That doesn't answer the question.
Do you know who he is?

Mr Bryce: it is no 'longer Mr MacKinnon.
Mr SIBSON: I turn now to the subject of

development of trade. The new inland harbour
at Bunbury is now well established and operating,
and it is pleasing to note that tenders were
called recently for the building of the No. 2
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general purpose berth. This will provide a great
deal of employment in the short term, over the
next 18 months or two years, and will allow the
flunbury Fort Authority and the Government to
provide additional services to shipping using the
port. It will permit the export and import of
goods which currently the port is unable to
handle. So, that is very good news for my
electorate.

I welcome also the proposed establishment of
the alumina plants in the region. I refer, of course,
to the Alcos-Wagerup project and the Alwest pro-
ject, further south. Of course, before these pro-
jects can get off the ground, extensive talks will
be conducted between the Government and the
companies involved to ensure that development is
in the interests of everyone, not only from an in-
dustrial and business point of view but also, and
more importantly, keeping -in mind the environ-
mental aspect.

The Government is committed to make sure
that before any such industry is established in
Western Australia its possible effect on the en-
vironment is carefully considered. It is not just
a simple matter of establishing a new industry.
This is especially so in my region, where we must
set aside catchment areas for our water supplies,
where the Forests Department is engaged in the
management of forests and where diversified
farming is engaged in producing within the region
most of the agricultural products grown in West-
ern Australia.

Therefore, new industries will be established
only with the forebearance of all who are in-
volved, including the people interested in estab-
lishing the project, the Government, local govern-
ing bodies, and the various instrumentalities
within the region. A great deal of co-operation
is needed from all sides and the company pro-
viding for the development must be careful to
ensure that the right thing is done by the area.

Housing is a real problem throughout Western
Australia. and the situation in my electorate and
in the surrounding area is no exception. Whilst
not growing at boom strength, the area is grow-
ing quickly enough to cause a shortage of suitable
rental and purchase accommodation. We must
bear in mind the financial restrictions under which
the State Housing Commission must operate and
the difficulties surrounding the home-building
industry generally. It is no easy task, but the
commission has played its part over the last two
years in providing 82 units within my electorate
and additional units in the areas on the perimeter.

One of the most important aspects of our
housing industry is the commitment by the private
sector. New suburbs have been established

within the Bunbury electorate and in the Welling-
ton and Vasse electorates, at Australind, Eaton
and Gelorup. The coastal areas of Bunbury
are growing very fast, and the new suburbs are
a reflection of this growth. I rifer to the Cross-
lands estate, the Sandridge Park estate, and the
Kenkella estate which have just been opened up.
There are five or six private developers in Bun-
bury who have undertaken the task of providing
housing. They have developed these small sub-
divisions and built houses which have been very
acceptable to the people who wish to buy them
and, more importantly, they have been built at a
price which can be tolerated by the purchasers.

However, the future of housing, particularly in
my electorate and in the nearby areas, is a
cause. for great concern because it is becoming
increasingly difficult, firstly, to finance the con-
struction of additional dwellings and, secondly,
to offer them to peojile at a price which will
enable them to afford to pay off their housing
loans over a reasonable period.

I should like to comment on the system of
transport and communication within my electorate.
When one puts down on paper the various
services which are supplied in the fields of trans-
port and communication, it is quite extraordinary
to see how well catered for is the area of Bunbury
and the south-west region generally; it is a most
commendable aspect of the development of the
area.

The region has excellent road, rail, sea and
air transport which would satisfy the require-
ments of anybody contemplating establishing a
residence or business in the area. Bunbury is also
very well provided for in the way of communica-
tion via radio, Press, and television.

Mr McIever: Are you happy with the systemi of
transport to Bunbury?

Mr SlBSON: It would not matter what type of
service were provided; somebody would not be
satisfied and would say it should be improved.
The honourable member is, asking a catch
question.

Mr Mclver: Tell us about the transport to
Bunbury.

Mr SIBSON: Before being rudely interrupted by
the member for Avon-

Mr Mclver: I did not rudely interrupt you; I
gave you three warnings.

Mr SIBSON: -1 was referring to the facilities
provided by the media. We have two local news-
papers, the South Western Times, which circulates
throughout most of the region, and a small,
privately owned newspaper, the Western Herald
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which has just celebrated its first birthday.
Initially, this litle newspaper came in for some
criticism because it was a throwaway newspaper
and, historically, these arc not very successful.
However, it overcame the early objections and
survived to the point where it is now quite suc-
cessful and appears to have a good future.

We have two radio stations, the Australian
Broadcasting Commission station and radio
station 6TZ, Cl, NA servicing the entire region.
We have two television channels, the ABC and the
local channels, 3, 9 and 10, which also cover
the entire area.

Mr Mclver: Tell us more about transport to
Sunbury.

Mr SXBSON: We are also very well equipped
with power and water. I know the Member for
Collie would be pleased to recognise that.

Mr T. H. Jones: Yes, you are very fortunate
there.

Mr Mclver: Tell us about transport to Sunbury.

Mr SIBSON: Having been associated in some
small way with the establishment of the Muja
open cut, which is the big producer of coal in
the region, it is most fitting now that Sunbury
and its surrounds have a very adequate power
supply.

Mr T. H. Jones: It should have been extended
earlier, should it not?

Mr Mclver: You are isolating it.
Mr SIBSON: I would like to say a few words

about health and welfare. We are reasonably
well provided for in this field in the south-west,
but there is a need, because of the population
numbers, to begin bringing more services into
Bunbury and the whole region, rather than
trying to find ways to subsidise and assist people
to go to the city.

We have attracted quite a number of special-
ists in various fields-health and medical areas-
and they have found that, not only has it been
a very successful move to come into the area,
but also it is a very pleasant environment in
which to live, away from the hassles of the city.
I would urge the Government to examine this
further. Already moves are being made to bring
more health and welfare services into the region,
so that they may be operated on a regionalised
basis within the area and save the cost incurred
by people going to the city for those services.

I believe the time has come in the area of
welfare for more encouragement to be given to
local authorities to become involved. Local
authorities, in conjunction with voluntary groups,
could be used to foster and carry out many of

the welfare functions that cannot operate and
exist without the help of voluntary organisa-
tions. There does seem to be a need for in-
volvement in welfare at the local government
level, as there is int health, building, and various
other areas.

Whilst some local authorities would shy away
from that, and to some extent I do not blame
them, I believe the time has come for them
to examine this question and do something about
it.

Mr Mclver: Have you written to the Minister?

Mr SIBSON: I choose to ignore that remark.
I do not think it is constructive.

Mr Blaikie: Hear, hear!

Mr SIBSON: If it were necessary to write to
the Minister it could be assumed that that would
be done.

I would now like to touch briefly on an in-
dustry which is very much neglected in this State.
The member for Vasse will not agree with me.
This industry is very much neglected in the south-
west and also in my electorate; it is tourism. If
we look at what is happening in the world today
we will see that people are spending more money
on tourism and travelling further than they have
ever travelled before.

Mr Watt: They are going to Albany.

Mr SIBSON: With the sealing of the road
across the Nullarbor, more and more pe'ple are
coming from the Eastern States. We find that
people who have lived in the east all their lives,
have travelled to Queensland and the other
States in close proximity to them, are now look-
ing to trav'elling west for a change.

I believe there is a need for the whole of
Western Australia, and particularly, the south-
west, to accept the challenge and provide the
services, because tourists will only come to the
west when the necessary services are available.
There is a need for more caravan parks; more
hotel and motel units; more entertainment facil-
ities; more places where people can obtain food
and drink; and, in general, there is a need for
the promotion of the tourist attractions which are
available,

The south-west is noted for its many and varied
attractions. I do not believe that we promote
them with the enthusiasm that Sir Bruce Small
and people like him promote their areas; for ex-
ample, the Gold Coast-

Mr Watt: Albany does.

Mr SIBSON: Well it is commendable that
Albany does, and I do not knock any area that
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accepts this challenge. I know the people of
Busselton, in tbe electorate of Vasse, are very
tourist conscious.

Mr Mclver: The Avon Valley is a wonderful
place to visit.

Mr SIBSON: I believe there is a general ac-
ceptance of the benefits of tourism on a totally
State-wide basis.

Mr Mclver: Have you written to the Minister
for Tourism?

Mr SIBSON: The Government has already
moved in this direction.

Mr Mclver: You are joking.

Mr SIBSN: The Government is currently
looking at the idea of locating people in regional
centres to encourage the development of tourism.

Mr Mclver: 1 repeat again. Have you written
to the Minister for Tourism?

Mr Bryce: Do you have cups of tea on Satur-
day mornings with the Minister for Tourism?

The SPEAKER: Orderl The member for Bun-
bury.

Mr SIBSON: No, that is the Minister for Con-
servation and the Environment.

Mr Bryce, Have you written to the Minister
for Tourism?

Mr SIBSON: My time is running out and
members opposite are trying to delay me in
every way possible. I have been very good
tonight. I have not provoked members opposite
and I do not believe I have done anything to
upset them.

Mr Mc! ver: Who is the Minister for Conserva-
tion and the Environment?

Mr Bryce: It is the saint Minister with whom
you have cups of tea on Saturday mornings-the
Minister for Tourism.

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order] The member for Bun-
bury is endeavouring to deliver a speech and I
would ask those interjecting to allow him to do
SO-

Mr SIBSON: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
To sumn up, there are one or two things which

are very much needed in my electorate; one is
a niew courthouse. There is a real need for this.
Land has been bought in order to build a court-
house and I would urge the Government to keep
this in minid. There is a great need for these
facilities because of the rapid development of
Bunbury. Before very long the situation could
well become intolerable.

One of the inhibitors to the development of
one section of our tows is the railway line. There
is a commitment to remove the railway line from
Bunbury to Picwon in due count. When it is
removed it will allow for the redevelopment of
the eastern Dunbury area. It will enable facili-
ties to be provided along the estuary, and gen-
erally assist the development of the town in chat
area.

If the town is to continue growing in the way
it has been, there is a need for more shopping
areas. In the Crosslands area there is a very
extensive new shopping complex containing 22
units under construction. It is being built by
local business people and local labour, and it
is going up very rapidly. There is another shop-
ping complex envisaged in the Sandridge develop-
ment. When the construction of these develop-
ments is completed, it will to some extent keep
pace with the requirements of the area.

In conclusion, I would like to say a few words
on the old argument of trade unionism. We have
over recent times heard some very strong de-
bates about what is right and what is wrong, and
who is right and who is wrong, with regard to
the industrial problems presently facing us. I
know that members of the Opposition make a
lot of noise, but it is my genuine desire to con-
tribute to the rationalisation of the problems
that we are experiencing in the industrial field,
in respect of trade unionism and employer-
employee relationships. Might I just say that in
the south-west this problem is not one of any
great significance.

It is to the credit of unions and employers in
the south-west that the amount of industrial strife
which occurs there is minimal in industries such
as the mineral sands industry, Laporte Titanium,
thi Collie coahnining industry and the timber
processing industry. I believe it is commendable
that the relationships between employers and
employees continue in the way they do. This
proves to me that there can be understanding
and forbearance from both sides which allows
less industrial strife and more productive working
hours which will be the basis of solving most of
our economic ills.

The SPEAKER: The member has four minutes
remaining.

Mr SIBSON: It is my firm belief that the
answer to our problems lies in the productivity
per man hour and the cost of that productivity.
Unfortunately in recent times the cost of labour
in the nation has become one of the most expen-
sive in the world. This has been brought about
by loss of production due to lack Of Co-operation
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between employer and employee. [ do not blame
the employee for this; management has a responsi-
bility 10 do its part. I believe we have reached
a very unnecessary and undesirable situation of
confrontation. I do not think confrontation is
the answer to our problem because in the final
analysis it tends to create more problems. I
should like to quote from an Australian personnel
management document. I think these words are
significant of the problems and the responsibilities
of both sides of the spectrum. The article is
headed, "Dispute Resolution" and it states-

What do you do when it falls apart?
The core of industrial relations is not the

structure or the laws or the institutions which
have been erected over the years since
federation. Rather it is the one to one
relationship existing between an employee
and his immediate supervisor in the work
place. It doesn't really matter whether the
enterprise is industrial, retail, commercial or
charitable. In the end, industrial relations
comes back to the degree to which the person
in charge and the person receiving orders are
prepared to modify their attitudes,-

I think that is the crux of the argument. To con-
tinue-

-ambitions and ,,alues to accommodate the
needs, capacities and concerns of the other.

In other words. there should be a two-way rela-
tionship, which will allow the animosity to be
taken out of this sort of situation. The article
continues-

The willingness on both employer and
employee sides to accept the qualities of the
other determines the degree to which indus-
trial relations will be harmonious or em-
bittered.

There are two basic stages in the indus-
trial relations process: the first is the inter-
action between employees and management
within the environment of the firm; the
second is reached when either party feels
that it has been badly treated and goes
beyond the immediate environment to seek
assistance: in the case of the employer, to
his association; and in the ease of the em-
ployee, to the union officials and organisers.

It appears that that is where the breakdown begins
when we fail to negotiate with one another at
the work level to solve the problems that ensue.

I feel there is a very real responsibility on
employers to accept the challenge of ensuring
that their staff-the foreman, the supervisors, and
the managers-and the directors in the top man-
agement, understand and realise the real problems

in the work force today. In the assembly line
situation the monotony and repetition does not
help to bring about a good working relationship.
In the smaller business where a person has to
have some involvement-

The SPEAKER: The member's time has
expired.

Mr SIBSON: Mr Speaker, thank you very much
for reminding me of that. I would have liked
to continue a little longer but perhaps we can
keep some of it for another time.

MR U. D. EVANS (Warren) [10.36 p.m.]: I
should like to avail myself of the opportunity
that the Addres-in-Reply debate affords to make
reference to certain somewhat limited and
parochial matters and to some which have a
wider impact and application to the State. At
the outset I should like very much to congratu late
you, Mr Speaker, on your appointment and
elevation. The example and precept shown by
your predecessors will give you a fairly high level
to maintain, but I am sure you are capable of
doing so.

I should also like to congratulate the new mem-
bers on both sides of the House. I cannot really
wish those opposite a long and successful term,
which I wish to new members on this side of
the House, but I hope that their sojourn here
is pleasant. Having campaigned against some
members opposite during the last election I
would be verging on the hypocritical if I extended
to them the same good wishes that I extend to
my colleagues on this side of the Chamber.

I am most sincere when I extend to the Min-
ister for Lands and Forests the commiseration
and deep sympathy of members on this side
of the House for the bereavement which she and
-her family sustained earlier this year. That
sentiment is very well meant and intended.

There are several sidelights to the immigration
policies which have been evolved over the past
several decades and the problems which have
been attendant on these policies. Since World
War 11 Australia has brought-to this country
many hundreds of thousands of migrants from a
great variety of countries. They have certainly
given an Impetus to the economic development
of the community and at the same time have
changed considerably our social and cultural
habits. Of course, this has been to a greater
or lesser degree, depending on the individuals
who have been exposed to that change.

Our immigration policies have allowed us to
demonstrate good and bad changes, but the
changes to the migrants themselves are not quite
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as recognisable. Nonetheless these people have
undergone changes, although some of them are
not altogether to their betterment.

I- should like to make reference to the report
of the School of Social Inquiry at Murdoch
University to which the member for Diancla
made reference earlier this evening in his excellent
maiden speech. It is a very relevant commentary.

By and large, migrants have been regarded
as a source of unskilled labour in this country.
The reports of investigations in factories, especi-
ally in Sydney and Melbourne, have demon-
strated this amply and some of the findings have
been devastating to say the least.

I would like to make reference to two migrants
whose Christian names -are Alf and Sam. They
came fmom Northern Europe over 20 years ago
and took jobs at a timber mill where they have
been ever since. ,Several months ago the
manager of the mill contacted me and pointed
out that both* had deteriorating health. They
were not naturalised and he sought some assist-
ance because he realised that they would both
need the benefits which naturalisatj 'on not only
enabled them, but also entitled them, to receive.
After 23 years they have certainty earned that
entitlement.

After making arrangements with the Depart-
ment of Immigration and the shire council to
conduct a special ceremony the result was some-
thing of an anti-climax- The ceremony was not
held because one of the men had succumbed
to the evils of the tavern to which he was prone.

These two men had lived in single quarters
in the mill town since they first went to work
there. They were recognised as sound em-
ployees and, as workmen, had earned the respect
of a succession of mill managers. At the end
of the day they would sojourn to the local club
and stay there until it was time to go home.
During the weekend they would depart for their
respective huts with a supply of bottled cargo
and there they would remain for the weekend.
That was their way of life for 23 years.

I guess that the cynic or insensitive person could
say that the decision is up to them as to whether
or not they get on and whether or not they
participate in the social life of the community.
It is all very easy for someone to say that, but
the situation is not so simple. It is difficult for
a person of the same ethnic origin and language
to participate in community life, but when a
person has a language barrier and so many
other problems so that he does not even know
how to address a simple letter to a well-known
or well[-appreciated Government department, it

is even more difficult. Such a person is just
not able to cope and as a consequence he be-
comes something of a recluse and sinks deeper
within himself.

After the war migrants were enticed to the
country. We established offices and sent officers
all over the world in an endeavour to encourage
as many migrants as possible to the country
and we certainly have a responsibility to them.
How to go about discharging that responsibility
presents a problem.

These two -fellows are still resident in the
town. They are on the verge of retirement and
it appears as though one will go blind. Only
the benefits of retirement and the age pension
would be of any assistance to them. They are
still existing, and "existing" is the only term
we can use for a life of that kind. It is a prob-
lem of attitude, but how to get such a person
to change is very difficult to ascertain.

It is not only a case of inviting people in for
a cup of tea on odd occasions. We must involve
them in the community life of a particular
area and this is a problem for which I have
no solution.

Another case, almost identical, was brought
to my attenhtion several weeks ago and involves
the same pattern. The number and extent of
these instances would be impossible to deter-
mine, but it certainly would be quite large.

The disabilities of migrants at school is a
twofold problem involving not only the mastery
of the subject by obtaining the information in
the first Place, but also the imparting of it at
examination time. It also involves communi-
cation with students and the development of
proper habits and the back-up necessary at home
if a student is to make a success of his academic
career.

In many of the homes English is not spoken
until a child goes to school and so the situation
is difficult. Remedial teaching and specialist
classes in different areas -are most welcome, use-
ful, and necessary innovations. Many migrant
children have made the grade, but many have
not. This is part and parcel of the problem
we have continued to neglect.

It is worth mentioning that there is not a very
distinctive type of literature amongst our ethnic
people. The migrants have not developed a liter-
ature of their own.. I suppose this applied also
in the group settlement era and it is an aspect
which has historical significance. There was a
smattering on the goldfields, hut, in the main,
we are not very rich in literature which has
international appeal.
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One development is the publication of various
works, one of which is a volume of four short
stories entitled Other Earth written by Vasso
KalaraaS, and published in Athens. The pub-
lication received some commendatory observa-
tions and I would like to quote four or five lines
of one of these. It is as follows-

I read it without taking breath, and I
saw (not without surprise) that this de-
licately nurtured lady instead of giving
pictures inspired by the unusual aspects of
the country .. presents us with stark, large
and (sometimes) cruelly realistic excerpts
from the life of Greeks in Western Austra-
lia. The atmosphere of all Mrs. Kalamaras's
narrations can be summed up in one word:
"Gloom".

This is one illustration of the reaction of a
migrant captured in a literary effort. Literature
is one of the most sincere and expressive forms
of art and gives an insight into humanity and
is something I am sure will be developed in all
its aspects.

The one Word "gloom" reflects that woman's
whole outlook on her life, but it is not a pleas-
ing testimony to our treatment of migrants or to
the success of our migration policy.

The absence of records of mental illness and
stress among migrants is a deficiency about which
we must do something because at the moment
we are unable to say for certain just how great
a percentage of the migrant population suffers
from mental illness or disorders. From my own
observations I have developed the feeling that the
percentage is considerably higher among imi.grants
than among people born in this country who are
probably of English stock.

There is nothing factual or statistical available
to help us in this regard so we have to form our
own conclusions. I have taken the trouble to list
at least 12 people of whom I am aware would fit
into this category.

Whether or not it is -the hardship of isolation,
the rigours associated with the migrant populati 'on
moving from their homes to a totally different
environmental situation: whether this inherent
tendency has been the case, it is difficult to
say and to what extent it occurs, again, is most
difficult to categorise. So, it is with some hind-
sight that we can have regard for some of these
points, but where we can start to do something
about them is a problem which confronts each
and every one of us. As I see the situation,
we have a corporate responsibility.

A somewhat dissociated topic from that of
migrants is the question of the referendum for

the marketing of meat. It has been reasonably
topical.

Mr Stephens: Speak up, I cannot hear you.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I am rather surprised there
have not been some observations from members
opposite.

Mr fllaikie: Just wait.

Mr H. D. EVANS: During the election cam-
paign the Government committed itself to holding
a referendum into the marketing of beef and
mutton. The referendum was to cover the
growers, although I am not in full accord with
the approach proposed by the Government. The
time limit within which the Government promised
to initiate and conduct the referendum has been
exceeded, but in a matter of this complexity-
and it is one that is complex and requires a
deal of discussion-it is understandable that a
delay should occur and I do not think the Min-
ister or the Government can be criticised on this
score. The level of delay which has occurred
is reasonable, I think.

The three questions which are to be asked,
and the establishment of the voting eligibility
of the growers, have raised a number of queries
and a number of doubts which are still unanswered,
They have led to a certain criticism of the Gov-
ernment. The three questions to be asked of the
growers, in the course of the referendum are-

Question 1.
Do you favour the establishment by an

Act of Parliament of a cattle and sheep
marketing corporation which would com-
pulsorily acquire all such livestock at the
point of slaughter?.
Question 2.

Do you favour expanding trading in cattle
and sheep by a statutory organisation through
the Western Australian Meat Commission
becoming a major trader in meat and by-
products and actively competing for livestock
at auction, on farm and through purchase
of direct consignments on a weight and grade
basis in accordance with a previously pub-
lished schedule of prices?
Question 3.

Do you favour the continuation of the
livestock marketing system with marketing
options, such as classification, live weight
selling, weight and grade?

To say the least, the conditions of acceptance
of the proposals are rather unusual. They depart
from the normal practice and the normal principles
which have been accepted. If question I is to be
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accepted, or if the indication is that the growers
wish the first provision to be implemented, it
must record at least 60 per cent of the producers
voting in favour of it. If less than 60 per cent,
but more than .50 per cent, vote in favour of
the question that is to be interpreted as favouring
question 2.

With regard to the third point in the conditions
of acceptance, if less than 50 per cent vote for the
question it will be taken that the producers seek
a change, and question 2 will be instituted.
That seems to be a rather unusual way to go
about conducting a referendum. I make the point,
and I will allude to some of the comments which
have appeared in the Press, and some of the feel-
ings which have been voiced with regard to this
matter.

Let us face it: this is a matter which involves
the State in many millions of dollars. The total
value of the beef section of the livestock industry
is in the order of $80 million, and the value of
Jamb is approximately $15 million, to which has
to be added the value of sheep. So, we are talking
in excess of $100 million. That is a very signific-
ant contribution to the economy of the State,
and it cannot be treated lightly either way. For
that reason, the referendum which may possibly
determine the future of the marketing of livestock
needs to be examined fairly closely.

One point I want to make is with -regard to
the definition of cattle and sheep. As I under-
stand the position, the definition of cattle in-
cludes all cattle arid calves-the total herd. The
definition of sheep specifically excludes lambs,
although normally they would be part of the
management and part of the income of the over-
all activities of the producer. He would be de-
pendent, to some extent, upon their production.
fly the exclusion of lamb this seems to throw
a weighting in favour of the producers of beef,
and that seems to be rather strange.

Mr Old: That was done at the request of the
producers because lamb is already covered by a
statutory marketing authority.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Will the Lamb Marketing
Board be superseded by the new authority?

Mr Old: No, that is not envisaged. That is
why lamb was excluded.

Mr H. D. EVANS: There is an undertaking
that the Lamb Marketing Board will remain in
its present form of operation?

Mr Old: There is no thought of superseding
the Lamb Marketing Board.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I thank the Minister for
clarifying that point.

is'

The inclusion of the growers in the Kimberley
is another point of weighting which seems to give
rise to comment and observation. As every
member in this Chamber would know, the Kim-
berley is oriented to the export market of manu-
facturing beef. It does not involve the local
market to any great extent. The replies I have
received to my questions indicate the number of
cattle sent south in each of the last three years
would not exceed the number of careases which
have been brought in from the Eastern States'
during the last three weeks. So, that is the ex-
tent to which the Kimberley becomes involved
in the local market. The local market represents
in excess of 60 per cent of the cattle industry in
Western Australia. Whether or not it is reason-
able, logical, or defensible to include the Kim-
berley in the terms of the referendum, is a matter
for subjective consideration.

Mr Laurance: Does that mean you would ex-
clude the Kimberley?

Mr H. D. EVANS: From my understanding the
Kimberley growers are largely opposed to orderly
marketing and it could be that they have been
included for a specific purpose.

Mr Laurance: You are prejudging the situation.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I did suspect that the lamb
producers who favoured the orderly marketing
system of the Lamb Marketing Board were being
excluded because they were in favour. However,
I did the Minister an injustice in that regard. I
still have to be proven on the question as to
whether I am wrong with regard to the Kim-
berley.

Mrs Craig: Do you know how many votes
accrue to the Kimberley?

Mr H. D. EVANS: I think about 1 900 votes.

Mr Old: No, there are less than 120 producers
in the Kimberley.

Mr H. D. EVANS: But how many votes?

Mr Old: The maximum is two votes.

Mr H. D. EVANS: What is the total?

Mrs Craig: A total of 240.

Mr Old: The maximum would be 240 votes.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I thank the Minister for
that figure. To answer the Minister, there would
be a maximum of 240 votes from the Kimberley.
I point out that to some members of this Par-
liament 200 Votes are very important, and even
a handful of votes can be extremely significant
on Certain occasions. We are talking in terms
of an industry worth over $100 million.
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Mr Old: Those figures related only to
slaughtered cattle. That was all you asked for.
The number of cattle out of the Kimberley ibis
year was something lilke 9 500.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The significant point is
the effect the Kimberley has on the local State
market, because it is the home consumption
market which is significant when setting up an
authority of ibis kind.

Mr' Old: But if you are bringing those cattle
out of the Kimberley into the southern part of
the State they will eventually have an effect on
the slaughter market.

Mr H. D. EVANS: They could do. I would
like to ensure that the points of view which have
been expressed are known in this place. The
Farmers' Union has come out strongly in support
of acceptance of question (1) by all prowers,
and at the same time it has indicated it has a
certain number of objections to the manner in
which the referendum is being conducted. The
first objection is--

Insistence that the acquisition proposal
win a 60 per cent majority to be effec-
tive. .

The Minister is reported to have told the National
Country Party conference in Perth that a level
of 60 per cent. (or a "Yes" vote in livestock
marketing had been suggested by the Farmers
Union because of the drastic changes it entails.
I understand the proposition of the Farmers'
Union was 60 per cent for the three questions,
not for the first one only.

Mr Old: No. We had long discussions with
the executive of the Farmers' Union and their
idea was 60 per cent for total acquisition.

Mr H. 1D. EVANS: What about questions (2)
and (3)?

Mr Old: They did not know at that stage what
questions (2) and (3) would be.

Mr H-. D3. EVANS: They would have accepted
60 per cent had it applied to the three questions
but not if it applied only to question (1) be-
cause the terminology and the requirement in
relation to the other two questions are, again,
rather unusual. The next point is-

If producers favoured the acquisition pro-
posal the government would then conduct
feasibility studies and discussions.

I should imagine that objection is not quite valid
because any Government would need to have a
close look at what it was doing once the green
light flashed.

Mr Old: There is a lot to be considered.

Mr HI. D. EVANS: The third point is-

The multiple voting system was a com-
plete break from accepted principles.

So it was, and I am curious about that. The
fourth point is--

The loading of the referendum against
sheep meat producers by adopting a 15 to
I sheep to cattle ratio in voting.

That' represents more than double the normal
acceptance rate. So it seems the Government has
taken an attitude in this matter.

In regard to the terminology of the second
question, the Farmers Weekly of the 4th August
quoted the president of the meat section of the
Farmers' Union as saying-

Cabinet has decided that if fewer than 60
per cent of producers vote for question one,
their votes should go to question two as
they would still be in favour of change.

But many producers would rather the sys-
tem stay as it is than change to the options
given in question two, which favours the
WA Meat Commission playing a major
role.

Obviously the composition of the Meat Commis-
sion has something to do with the attitude fore-
shadowed by the Farmers' Union in that case.

We have reached the stage where one producer
organ isation-the larger one-has adopted a very
positive attitude and made the very clear sugges-
tion that the lesser producer organisation-the
Pastoralists and Graziers Association, which is
considered to be purely the rural wing of the
Liberal Party-had its proposals adopted almost
in their entirety.

Mr Old: That is not correct. Very few of
that association's proposals have been adopted.

Mr H. 03. EVANS: That is the way it appears
to be and there is good reason for viewing the
situation in that way. It is so close to the
actual situation as to be not funny.

Mr Laurance: What was the comment about
the lesser organisat ion?

Mr H. D. EVANS: Having regard to the mag-
nitude of the issue at stake, I am not very san-
guine about the overall position.

Mr Old: I would be very surprised if you know
what the Pastoralists and Graziers Association
asked for.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I think I do know.
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Mr Old: I do not think you do.

Mr H. D. EVANS: No matter which Govern-
ment is in power, it will at least be very interested
in the views of the producers and I do not think
any responsible Government would go any fur-
ther along the line without consulting the pro-
ducers. That is fair enough. The producers
must make up their minds, which will be difficult
in the light of the interpretations presented to
them. One has only to pick up the current rural
journals to see articles emanating from various
sources-from exporters' associations and pro-
ducers' organisations-which put forward what
appears to be a more weighted interpretation.
Vested interests in the industry will be actively
seeking to influence opinions. It has been the
vase in the past and it will be the case in the
future that those who have a vested interest in
the industry will play a major role in the formu-
lation of opinion. I hope the result reflects the
true wishes of the producers and that a move will
be made accordingly.

Several approaches have been made to me and
I have received one letter regarding State Energy
Commission charges for electricity in particular
circumstances. The letter expresses concern at
the high cost of electric power to rural producers.
An approach was made through the Farmers'
Union to have a special rate fixed for payment
for power on farms. Not only was the conces-
sion not granted but the rate was increased. An
anomaly exists which I would like to draw to the
attention of the Minister now rather than by way
of a question or a letter.

The SEC refused the request of the Farmers'
Union on the ground that a concession for one
group of customers would mean more expense
for others. But it is the contention of the farmers
that a precedent for discrimination has already
been set by limiting table "F" consumers-indus-
trial with domestic-to only 600 units a quarter
at the domestic rate, while table "D" consumers-
domestic-may purchase an unlimited number of
units at the domestic rate. This injustice is more
keenly felt when two or three farmhouses on
one property are supplied through one meter.

There has been an increase in the installation
of refrigerated bulk milk vats in dairy farms,
as well as an increase in the number of bulk
milk producers. It is probably in this area that
the increases are felt more keenly than anywhere
else. These bulk vats have accounted for a
significant rise in the consumption of power on
dairy farms and it appears that 70 per cent of
power used on dairy farms is paid for at the
highest industrial rate under table "F". This is
the way the situation has arisen, and I believe the

Minister would be perfectly justified in having it
reviewed.

Some of these dairy farmers have suggested that
a lower industrial rate should be charged for
rural consumers, and that 1 200 units at the
domestic rates, be allowed on each dwelling and
farm. This would be double the number of units
chargeable at a domestic rate under normal
circumstances.

Mr Mensaros: The situation would still prevail.
Whichever way you lower the income of the SEC
from that source, you would have to raise from
some other source.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I point out to the Minister
that the total increase has been 85 per cent
during the currency of his Government. The last
increase of 11 per cent meant an additional $150
a year for electricity on an average dairy farm.
Of course, this will be reflected in the cost struc-
ture of milk and the price paid by the consumer.
It is probably one of the most directly inflationary
measures that is possible, and I believe the dairy
farmers have a case for consideration.

Mr Mensaros: That is on account of the cost,
but at the same time you will have to admit it
is the first time and it was during the period of
this Government that the tariffs in the country
are equal to those in the city, which never hap-
pened before. It is the first time with this in-
crease that that has been achieved.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The situation. is that the
table for domestic and industry is applied, and
it is applying to the same consumer. For that
reason it tends to be something of an anomaly.

The SPEAKER: The member has about eight
minutes.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Thank you. Mr Speaker.
I believe the member for Bunbury rather eulogised
the situation in the south-west. In my opinion
the problems of this region have become more
and more manifest during the last two years
or so. Because of the designation of the South
Coast National Park, the recommendations of the
Conservation Through Reserves Committee report
which look like being applied, the policy of the
Forests Department in increasing the amount of
State forests particularly in highly desirable areas,
the extension of private pine planting-and this
is applying to some particularly good farming
land in the south-west-and the trend towards
hobby farms, many of the shires have expressed
consternation. These problems have been high-
lighted in view of long-term planning in regard
to food requirements for the metropolitan area
from the south-west.
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As the metropolitan area expands, pressure will
be put upon its water resources. Our city will
expand in much the same way as Los Angeles
expanded and in due course development will
extend from Moore River to Bunbury. This
will place additional pressure upon the available
areas for production, especially for horticulture.
vegetables, fruit, and dairying products. We will
need to consider the best possible utilisation
of the available suitable arabie farming land in
the south-west. We must also take into account
the water resources, including the location of
water, and the quantities available for all particu-
lar purposes.

If it is true, as the Minister indicated tonight,
that there is no intention to build a new major
dam in the next seven years. many problems may
be with us a great deal sooner than we
anticipated. I will illustrate a point which needs
to be made. Specific industries must be located
in the most geographically and climatically
accepted areas, and from the decision as to
location, the economics of the venture will flow.
In regard to the dairying industry, the level of
production in the Busselton area is--

Mr Slaikie: A very good area, too.
Mr H. D. EVANS: It has shown it is capable

of producing market milk.
Mr Blaikie: The best in the south.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Market milk can be pro-
duced in this area at I.08c a litre cheaper than
in the irrigated area. In addition, the loss to
the Public Works Department is 0. 1 Ic per 1 400
litres of water, and it takes 1 400 litres of water
to produce a litre of mnilk. This is the figure
for irrigation water and it is the amount required
to grow the grass to provide a cow with suf-
ficient sustenance to produce one litre of milk.
So even at the cost to the State of 0.l1c a litre,
the question in the long term of whether irriga-
tion water can be used for purposes such as this
is something which cannot be the subject of a
sudden major upheaval in any part of the State.
It is not suggested that this will be the case in
the south-west.

Mr Blaikie: You will also find that when the
current milk price survey in the Augusta-Mar-
garet River Shire is completed, it will show art
even lower figure.

Mr H. D_ EVANS: I thought this would be
the trend; as the member who knows the area so
well puts it, he anticipates that an even lower
figure will be given. We do not have very re-
liable figures to show what the true position is,
but by the end of 1977 sufficient data should be
available to see much more clearly the pattern

in regard to dairying. The old fear that dairy
farming could not be carried out on the dry
land of the south coast is being dispelled. Even
in the stress months of the summer, it was evi-
dent that the dairy farmers could maintain the
solids-not-fat content in the milk, and it appears
that future changes in the dairy industry will be
brought about in the main through economic fac-
tort. With the full emfuxion of time, the changes will
need to be evolutionary rather than revolu-
tionary.

I realise that it would be futile to start on
another topic now as I am running out of time,
so on that note I resume my seat.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr Coyne.

House adjourned at 11.19 p.m.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

ART GALLERY

New Building

76. Mr PEARCE, to the Minister for Works:
Will he give the names of firms and
individuals who have been given con-
tracts for all or part of the design and
construction of the new art gallery?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Design s
Architects in association with the Public

Works Deparxment-Summerhayes
and Associates.

Electrical services--C. C. Chase and As-
sociates Pty. Ltd.

Mechanical services--Normnan Disney
and Young Ply. Ltd.

Plumbing services-C. C- Chase and
Associates Pty. Ltd.

Quantity surveyors-Davson and Ward.
Kitchen layout and equipment-Nation.

wide Food Service (West) Pty. Ltd.
Acoustic consultant for mechanical ser-

vices--Mr John Spillman.
Construction-
Head contract-Jason Constructions

Pty. Ltd.
Electrical services-iemen's Industries

lid.
Mechanical services-Flower Davies

Wemco Pty. Ltd.
Lifts-Elevators Pty. Ltd.
Fire Sprinkler Service-Viking Fire Pro-

tection Co.
Glazed screens and doors-Brisbane

and Wunderlich Ltd.
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TRADE UNIONS
Coercion to Join

122. Mr ELAIKiE, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:
(1) Is his department aware of the actions

of some trade unions in coercing persons
to be union members and quoting pre-
ference to unionist and compulsory union
clauses as contained in Western Austra-
lian legislation, but in fact are charging
dues to the Federal body of the union
which has no preference clause and
tbereforq no conscientious objection
clause?

(2) (a) Can he advise whether this situa-
tion has been investigated by his
department; and

(b) if so, with what result?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) and (2) Under the State Industrial Arbi-

tration Act a person may apply for ex-
emption from a State registered union
and when such exemption is granted the
person is required to pay to the registrar
the amount of fees prescribed by the
registered rules of the union concerned.
A number of State registered unions also
operate as branches of Federal unions
registered with the Commonwealth Con-
ciliation and Arbitration Commission.
In some cases membership of the State
union or alternatively membership of
the Federal branch automatically, under
the registered rules of either body, con-
fers membership of the one or the other
without payment of further dues. The
contribution rates prescribed under both
sets of rules may be different and conse-
quently a member may pay less by
joining the Federal union than by joining
the State union.
I would need specific instances of coer-
cion to be referred to me before I could
comment,

MILK QUOTAS

Supply
163. Mr SHALDERS, to the Minister for Agri-

culture:
Are dairy farmers who have market milk
quotas able to supply their entitlement
on an averaged basis over a monthly
period, or must they supply their quota
on a daily basis?

Mr OLD replied:

The quota certificate provides for daily
quota, but the Dairy Industry Authority
provides for that quota to be averaged
over a calendar month.

RAILWAYS
Loans

164. Mr CRANE, to the Minister representing
the Minister for Transport:

(1) What loans were raised by the Western
Australian Government for the building
of railways?

(2) What interest has been paid on each of
these loans?

(3) What is the total annual interest payable
on these loans?

(4) What principal has been paid on each of
these loans?

(5) What amount of money, if any, is still
owing on these loans and when will they
he finalised?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) Information on capital costs of individ-
ual railway systems is not readily avail-
able. However, the following details on
capital funds extracted from the Auditor-
General's Report covering the period to
30th June, 1976, are supplied for the
member's information.

(i) General loan Fund
Advances .... .... 308 946 569

(ii) Commonwealth loans
for rail standardisa-
tion .. .- . 60466517

(iii) Debentures issued
under the Midland
Railway Co. of W.A.
Ltd. Acquisition
Agreement .... .... 2027 055

(2) Westrail has been unable to meet its
interest commitments on funds advanced
from the General Loan Fund. Unpaid
interest to 30th June, 1976, amounted
to $227 579 905. Interest paid on Com-
monwealth loans for rail standardisation
and Midland Railway Co. debentures
amounted to $26 506 834 and $1 023 280
respectively.

(13)
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(3) Interest payable for the year 1975-76
was--

(i) General Loan Fund
Advances 11 425 175

60i Commonwealth loans
for rail standardisa-
lion .. .. .1 2717987

(iii) Midland Railway Co.
debentures .... ... 18946

Only the last two of the above were
actually paid.

(4) Principal repayments to 30th June, 1976,
are-

(i) General Loan Fund-
amounts written off
and principal repay-
ments . .- I... 117512430

(ii) Commonwealth loans
for rail standardisa-
lion ... .1. .... 12457058

(iii) Midland Railway Co.
debentures .... 11. 1 510596

(5) The principal sums outstanding at 30th
June, 1976, are-

(i) General Loan Fund
Advances .. .... 191 434 139

(ii) Commonwealth loans
for rail standardisa-
tion ... .. .... .48009459

(iii) Midland Railway Co.
debentures .. .. 516459

With respect to General Loan Fund
Advances, the railways pay sinking fund
contributions calculated to repay each
loan over 53 years.
The Commonwealth Government pro-
vided 17/20ths, or 85 per cent, of the
funds required for the rail standardisa-
lion project. 7/l7ths. by way of grant
and l0,'llths as a loan. The funds pro-
vided as a loan are to be repaid as to
7/l7ths over 20 years and the balance
over 50 years.
Midland Railway debentures will be re-
paid by 1st July, 1983.

HOUSING LAND

Forresileld
165. Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for Hous-

ing:
(1) (a) Has the State Housing Commission

acquired; or

(b) does it own,
land in the Forreatfield area?

(2) If "Yes" to (1),
(a) what is the exact location; and
(b) for what purpose is the commission

holding this land?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) Part Lots 158-162 Lewis Road, por-

tion Canning Location, 700 Hart-
field Road, Lot 1759 Anderson
Road.

(b) Future residential development.

EDUCATION
School at Ken wick

166. Mr BATEM AN, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:
(1) Is a primary school to be constructed in

Kenwick?
(2) If "Yes",

(a) what is the e xact location of the
school; and

(b) when would it be ready for occupa-
lion?

(3) If the answer to (1) and (2) is "No",
would he give his reasons for the delay?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
QI) Yet.
(2) (a) The proposed East Kenwick Pri-

mary School of approximately 5.6
hectares is located in the large area
of land in Kenwick bounded by
Brixton Street, Wanaping Road,
Bickley Road, Belmont Road, and
Kenwick Road.

(b) No definite time-table has been set
for the construction of the proposed
East Ken wick Primary School. In-
creasing enrolments or primary aged
children and housing developments
in the area are being closely assessed
and the needs of the area will be
kept under review.

WA MEAT COMMISSION
Engineer

167. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Agri-
culture:
(1) (a) Does the West Australian Meat

Commission (Robb Jetty) employ a
qualified engineer;

(b) if not, why not?
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(2) Is it the intention to call applications for
such a position?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), will the position be
advertised under Public Service require-
ments?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) to (3) The engineer at Robb Jetty abat-

toir was recently appointed as acting
engineer in charge at both commission
works.
The commission's engineering structure
is now being reviewed and a decision
will be taken concerning the position at
Robb Jetty when the review is com-
pleted.

PREMIERS' CONFERENCE
Recommendations

168. Mir JAMIESON, to the Premier:
Has there been any response by the Aus-
tralian Government to the economnic
initiatives to cut interest rates, provide
an additional 3200 million in funds for
State works programmes, introduce mea-
sures to relieve unemployment and allow
the States to borrow money outside the
Loan Council, as agreed to in the joint
communique released by the Premiers
after last Friday's special conference in
Melbourne?

Sir CH4ARLES COURT replied:
The Premier of Victoria, as Chairman of
last Friday's meeting of Premiers, was
entrusted with communicating the con-
ference decisions td the Prime Minister.
It is hardly to be expected that any posi-
tive reactions would be known this soon
-especially with the Federal Budget due
in a few days-
It is planned that State Premiers will dis-
cuss with the Prime Minister, at a meet-
ing to be held in Canberra on 21st Octo-
ber, such of their proposals as have not
been acted upon or resolved in the
meantime.

ELECTRICITY CHARGES
Pensioner Concessions

169. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
(1) Is he aware that the quarterly consump-

tion ceiling of 630 units per quarter
above which pensioners are not entitled
to a rebate, is possibly inadequate for
those pensioners who live in homes

which only use electric facilities such
as electric stoves and electric hot water
systems?

(2) Is he also aware that the concession of
electricity charges is possibly insufficient
for pensioners with large families such
as deserted wives with children?

(3) Will he give consideration to raising the
ceiling to a higher figure, for example,
920 units per quarter?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) and (2) The rebate is not meant to be a

social benefit payment. The low con-
sumption pensioner rebate for electricity
was introduced to protect pensioners
who, becadse of the re-structuring of the
domestic electricity tariff, would other-
wise have been faced with a much higher
percentage increase in their account than
the community average. Customers using
more than 630 kWh/quarter will not be
paying more than the community aver-
age.

(3) Because of -the explanation to questions
(1) and (2) 'the answer is "No".

SPORTING GROUPS
Federal Financial Assistance

170. Mr JAMIESON, to the Premier:
(1) Has he received correspondence from

the Confederation of Australian Sport,
together with a white paper entitled,
Financial Plight of Sport in Australia,
which outlines the many problems facing
the majority of national sporting associ-
ations in this country?

(2) If "Yes", does his Government support
the confederation's proposals?

(3) Has he, or any Minister, written to
Federal Ministers requesting Federal fin-
ancial assistance for Australian sporting
groups?

(4) If "No"' to (3). why not?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) The State Government supports, in gene-
ral terms, the aims of the Confederation
of Australian Sport, as outlined in the
White Paper entitled Financial Plight of
Sport in Australia.
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In my acknowledgment of the corrs-
pondence from the Confederation I said,
amongst other things-

As I pointed out in my previous
letter, the Western Australian Gov-
ernment has a prime responsibility to
service a community need throughout
the State. In addition to this, my
Government is actively helping West-
ern Australian sporting bodies at the
State level by providing a wide range
of assistance, including sports coach-
ins accreditation courses, subsidies for
sports development officers, office
accommodation for State associations,
a subsidised duplicating service, and
specialised sporting equipment pools.

The Government also finances lib-
rary, technical, research and advisory
services and provides subsidies for
coaching schools, a special residential
sports coaching centre, assistance to
sporting associations for capital dev-
elopment, and arranges coaching
courses in remote areas of the State.

The $1 million Sporting Facilities
Fund referred to in my previous letter
will also foster the development of
sport and recreation in this State.

Much is being done at the commu-
nity and the State level to assist in the
development of sport. The defects and
deficiencies which exist at the national
and international level require a Com-
monwealth Government response, and
the Western Australian Minister for
Recreation will continue to press the
case for Commonwealth Government
financial support for Australian sport
at the international level.

(3) Yes, the Minister for Recreation has
represented many of the issues raised by
correspondence and personal discussion
with the Commonwealth Government.

(4) Not applicable.

PETROL
Distributlion and Price

171. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Labour
and Industry:
(1) Was he correctly reported in Tire West

Australian of I11th June, 1977, as stating
that the W.A. Government is seeking a
national policy on petrol distribution?

(2) If so, has he or any member of his Gov-
ernment written to the Federal Govern-
ment slating his Government's wishes?

(3) If "Yes to (2), will he table the corres-
pondence: involved?

(4) Will he give consideration to establishing
a body in W.A. to regulate the retailing
of petrol along the lines of the agency
recommended to the Federal Govern-
ment by the Royal Commission into
Petroleum?

(5) Is he aware that this body could stream-
line and rationalise the industry to en-
able petrol prices to be reduced by 1.3c
to 1.5c per litre?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(I) Yes.
(2) to (4) The WA Government has under-

taken to await the outcome of the Fed-
eral Government's own decision in the
matter and its scheduled talks with the
industry before deciding what we as a
Government will do.

(5) Even if such legislation were introduced
it would have to avoid price fixing,
otherwise the only result would be an
increase in price to the consumer.
This is because price fixing merely de-
stroys competition and creates a rubber
stamp situation in which distributors
only have to justify increased costs to be
granted approval to raise prices.

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES
Militant Unionists

172. Mr JAMIESON, to the Premier:
(1) In view of his assertion that Western

Australia's industrial troubles are the
result of the militant left acting within
a scenario prepared at the international
level to destroy the economies and the
way of life of the free world, will he
name the members of the militant left to
whom he is referring?

(2) Will he list each action of each of these
members which have constituted an
attempt to destroy the economy and way
of life in Western Australia?

(3) Will he state when, how, and with
whom, these members have co-operated
at an international level?

Sir
(1)

CHARLES COURT replied:
to (3) I have no intention, at this stage,
of publicly giving the details requested-
any more than I would expect the mnem-
ber to do so if he were ever entrusted
with the responsibilities of Premier.
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But I would be surprised if the Leader
of the Opposition is not aware that there
is a fringe element in Western Australia
who are in the category to which he
refers, and the names of whom should
be well known to him.

Also, I should be surprised if the Leader
of the Opposition is not aware-at least
in a general way-cf the international
strategy of the USSR to progressively
undermine the economic stability and
security of the free world in a number
of ways, as a parallel strategy to its
military expansion and preparedness.

Australia's natural resources are an im-
portant target in this economic strategy
-in addition to the other tactics of
commiunist infiltrators to try to cause dis-
ruption and divisiveness in communities
such as ours.

The vast majority of Australians-
unionists and others-are law abiding
decent people who want to get on with
the job of doing a fair day's work for a
fair day's pay.

It is to them that I have appealed so
that they will assert themselves and not
be lulled into complacency and a false
sense of security thus permitting the dis-
rupters to take over.

PUBLIC SERVANTS
Personal Files

173. Mr JAMIESON, to the Premier.

What precautions are taken to ensure
that personal fliles of State public ser-
vants are accessible only to those people
who need to see them as a necessary
result of their work duties?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) Well established controls exist concerning
unauthorised access to personal files of
State public servants.

(2) These controls are defined in Public
Service Regulation 22, which provides
that-

22. (1) (a) The permanent head of
a department-

(i) shall cause to be
kept in the depart-
ment a separate

personal file and
record of service
for each officer em-
ployed in the de-
partmnent and-

(ii) shall place the file
and record in the
personal custody of
an officer.

(b) The officer shall keep
the file and record under
lock and key and not
permit them to leave his
possession except where
directed by the perman-
ent head to do so, or
for the purpose of offi-
cial action being taken
in connection therewith,
as may be necessary
front time to time.

(2) Except in the course of his
duty, no officer is entitled to
see his or the personal file
and record of another officer
without the written permis-
sion of the permanent head
of the department wherein
the file and record is kept
and if the permanent head
refuses such permission, the
officer may apply in writing
through the permanent head
to the Commissioner who
may confirm the refusal of
the permission, or grant the
permission.

(3) Personal files and records
when forwarded from one
office to another shall be
placed under sealed cover
and the cover shall be
marked "Confidential" by the
person forwarding thereon.

(4) An officer shall not, except
for official purposes and
then only upon the direction
of the permanent head of the
department wherein a per-
sonal file and record of an
officer is kept, copy or dupli-
cate any personal file and
record of an officer or any
portion of a personal file or
record.
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WATER SUPPLIES
Rate and Cost

174. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:
(1) What is the average net annual rental

value for a metropolitan residential
property?

(2) What is the water rate per dollar for a
residential property of average net an-
nual rental value?

(3) What is the cost of 455 kilolitres of
water on a property of average net an-
nual rental value in Perth, and each of
the other capital cities in Australia?

(4) What is the current sewerage rate per
dollar for a residential property of aver-
age net annual rental value?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) $1024.
(2) 4.14 cents.
(3) Perth-$62.45 ($61 68 if rates and an-

nual fees are paid by the 30th
November).

Adelaide-$86.49.
Melbourne-$64.96.
Sydney-$75.07.
flrishane-$74.38.
Hobart-$76.0O.

(4) 10.20 cents.
I am sure the Leader of the Opposition
will be pleased to know that Western
Australia still has the lowest rates of
any Australian State.

ELECTRICITY AND GAS
Cost

175. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Fuel
and Energy:
(I) What is the cost of 1 200 kilowatt hours

per quarter to domestic consumers in
Perth, including the fixed charge, and in
the other capital cities of Australia?

(2) What is the, cost of 3 000 megajoules of
gas per quarter to domestic consumers
in Perth?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Perth-57.00.

Adelaide-$36.27.
Melbourne-$47.46.
Sydney-$38.34.
Brisbane-$41.57.

(2) $17.04.

WATER SUPPLIES
Lower Chittering Dam

176. Mr McIVER, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:
(1) Is it the Government's intention to make

funds available in the 1977-78 financial
year to dam the water of the Lower
Chittering valley?

(2) If "Yes--
(a) when is it anticipated that work will

commence;
(b) what is the anticipated cost of the

project?
(3) Will any residents of Lower Chittering

who may be strongly opposed to any
dam being constructed, be given ample
opportunity to appeal if a determination
on the dam project has been determined?

Mr
(I)
(2)
(3)

O'CONNOR replied:
No.
Not applicable.
Yes.

RAILWAYS
Electrific ation of Perth System

177. Mr McIVER, to the Premier:
(1) Further to his answer to my question

13 of 2nd August last, is he aware that
the former Minister for Transport, Mr.
O'Connor, is reported in The West Aus-
tralian of 3rd September, 1975, as having
asked the former Federal Minister for
Transport, Mr Jones, to go ahead with
environmental impact and financial
studies into the electrification of the
Perth rail system as quickly as possible
so that Western Australia could make
financial provision for the proposals in
the following year, which was 1976?

(2) Will he explain why his Government
was anxious to make financial provision
for the proposals then, but now finds it
impossible to fund its share of the
expenditure?

(3) Wilt he also explain why the former
Minister for Transport is reported in The
West Australian of 41h September, 1976,
as having said that the Government had
sought Federal funds for the electrifica-
tion of the metropolitan rail service?

(4). Did the Western Australian Govern-
ment make financial provision for elec-
trification in 1976?
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<5) If "No" to (4), why not?
(6) Is it correct that the Bureau of Trans-

port Economics made a financial study
into the costs of electrifying nmetropoli-
tan rail passenger services?

(7) When the former Minister for Transport
put Western Australia's case for Federal
aid for electrification to the then Federal
Minister for Transport, Mr Charles
Jones, at the end of August, 1976, how
much did the State Government expect
to spend as its one-third share of the
$170 million capital cost?

(8) Was an environmental study into the
project held?I

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1)
(2)

Yes.
Because we thought in 1975 there was
some chance that we could fund our
one-third share.
The financial climate is very different
now. I made this very clear to the
member in my reply on Tuesday, 2nd
August.

(3) See answer to Question (179).
(4) and (5) No-because we had become

aware that there would be no funds
available for new projects in the Com-
monwealth Urban Public Transport Im-
provement programme in 1976:77.

(6) The Commonwealth Minister asked the
Bureau of Transport Economics to
simply produce a short review of the
recommendations of the central city
railway feasibility study.

(7) There is some confusion as to the in-
formation required. I have asked that
this be clarified quickly so that I can
give an answer.

(8) No, but we were discussing the re-
quirements with the Commonwealth.

RAILWAYS
Electr4ication of Perth System

078. Mr McIVER, to the Ministe r representing
the Minister for Transport:

Further to the former Minister for
Transport's answer to question 24 of
Tuesday, 6th April, 1976, will the Min-
ister advise whether a decision was given
by the Federal Minister for Transport
as to whether he would pay two-thirds
of the capital costs of electrifying met-
tropolitan rail services?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
No Federal Minister for Transport has
given any undertaking that the Com-
monwealth will pay two-thirds of the
capital cost of electrifying metropoli-
tan rail services..

RAILWAYS

Electrification ol Perth System

179. Mr McI VER, to the Pre mier:
(1) Will he advise why the former Minis-

ter for Transport, in reply to question
24 of Tuesday, 6th April, 1976, stated
that no decision had beed given on a
request by him to the Federal Minister
for Transport to the Commonwealth
to pay two-thirds of the capital cost of
electrifying metropolitan rail passenger
services when his reply to my question
13 of 2nd August, 1977, indicates that
no formal application for financial assist-
ance has been made?

(2) Will he explain why the former Minis-
ter for Transport expected a firm de-
cision on Commonwealth funding for
electrification when no formal applica-
tion for financial assistance was ever
made for the reason that it would be
impossible for the State to fund its share
of the expenditure?

Sir
(1)

CHARLES COURT replied:
and (2) We were seeking guidance
from the new Transport Minister as to
what his attitude would be to a formal
proposal before embarking on the elabo-
rate and costly exercise which would be
necessary if we were to prepare a formal
proposal for 1976-77.
The member will be aware that the
Labor Government had made no money
available for new urban public trans-
cort projects in 1975-76.
We wished to try to find out what the
Liberal-Country Party Government pro-
posed for 1976-77.

EMPLOYMENT
Creation in Industry

I80. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Referring to his reply to my question

72 of Wednesday, 3rd August, if his
statement at the Carine High School last
February that 100 000 new jobs would
be created within the following IS
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months was qualified, as he claims, by
ahe statement "if projects currently
being negotiated or planned got off the
around", would he now please advise:
(a) which projects did he have in mind

which were then being negotiated
or planned that would provide the
extra jobs within 18 months;

(b) which of them are now off the
pround or likely to get off the
ground by next August;

(c)
(d)

how many jobs they will create;
what industries the jobs wilt be
created in;

(e) where the jobs will be created;
(f) which of those projects are not

likely to get off the ground and
why?

(2) By how many jobs will the target figure
of 100 000 be reduced by the failure
of the projects referred to in (f) to
get off the ground?

(3) Will he further advise how he is able-
six months after the event-to place in
direct quotations the "complementary
qualifying statements" to which he refers
in the answer to my question 72 when
his promise of 100 000 new jobs in 18
months was made off-the-cuff?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) (a) to (f) 1 direct the member to the

answer given to question 156, asked
by the Member for Swan on 3rd
August listing the projects--costs,
employment and commencement
date schedule-likely to get off the
ground by next August.

(2) It is expected that all the above-
mentioned projects will get off the
ground.

(3) The figure of 100 000 new jobs is policy
of the Government and is contained in
the printed policy, so the figure of
100 000 new jobs was not made "off-
the-cuff" and it was qualified by state-
ments made at the time such as "if
projects currently being negotiated or
planned got off the ground" that target
could be achieved earlier. If the mem-
ber will refer to my reply to question
(72) he will see that I used the words
idsuch as"'-indicating that these were
not necessarily the precise words but
more the spirit of what I have said on
various occasions when the issue has
arisen.

DOG ACT
Breaches

181. Mr JAM IESON, to the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) Is he aware that breaches of the Dog

Act are being dismissed in the Perth
court of petty sessions under section 669
of the Criminal Code?

(2) Is he also aware that the court costs
incurred by the Canning Town Council
over five cases of breaches of the Dog
Act, which were dismissed under section
669 of the Criminal Code, are approxi-
mately $802

(3) Will the State Government adopt a
policy that, if local authorities are to
have surveillance over the provisions of
the Dog Act and incur expenditure in
doing so, offences against the Act
should be recognised by the courts in the
terms of the legislation?

(4) What steps will he take to ensure that it
does not become a costly exercise for
local authorities to proceed with court
actions in respect of breaches of the
Dog Act?

Mr

(I)
RUSHITON replied:
and (2) Yes. A copy of a letter from
the Town of Canning to the Local
Government Association on the subject
has today been sighted by me.

(3) and (4) Inquiries are being made and
any action taken will be dependant on
the result of these inquiries.

MEAT
Beef Aid Scheme

182. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What assistance is available to pastor-

alisis under the Beef Aid Scheme?
(2) What are the eligibility requirements for

pastoralists applying for assistance from
the Beef Aid Scheme?

(3) (a) What is the record of assistance of
pastoralists from this scheme since
its inception some two years ago;

(b) how many loans have been ap-
proved for what total value;

(c) how many applications have been
rejected?

(4) (a) What other forms of financial
assistance are available to pastoral-
ists;
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(b) what has been the record of assist-
ance from each of these during the
1976-77 financial year?

(5) Can he advise the details of an officer
that pastoralists can contact personally
if difficulty is being experienced with
applications?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) A maximum loan of $ 15 000 for essen-

tial carry-on assistance in the first year.
Where circumstances warrant further
assistance in the second year, a loan of
an additional $15 000 may be approved.
Interest rate, initially at 4 per cent per
annumn but subject to review annually.
Repayments may be over a period of
seven years.

(2) The pastoralist must be unable to obtain
essential carry on from normal sources
of credit (i.e. Bank or pastoral house)
and have sound prospects of long term
viability.

(3) (a) Number of loans approved-l7.
(b) Total advanced-$198 925.
(c) Number rejected-S.

(4) Normal debt reconstruction, farm build-
up and farm improvement assistance.

Debt reconstruction-$60 000.
Farm build-up--$52 000.

This assistance has been extended to
two pastoratists.

(5) Administrator of the Rural Adjustment
Authority, officers of the Economic
Division of the Department of Agri-
culture or any District Officer thereof.

FEDERAL DEPARTMENTS AND
INSTRUMENTALITIES

Funds to Stale Government

183. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:
(1) Does the Commonwealth and its de-

partments and instrumentalities pay to
the State-
(a) licence fees as payable by mem-

bers of the public;
(b) a service fee or other payment in

lieu of licence fees,
in respect of motor vehicles operated by
the Commonwealth. its departments and
instrumentalities in Western Australia?

(2) If not, why not?

(3) If "No" to (1),' has the Government
investigated whether as a matter of law
it can make some charge against the
Commonwealth for the use of Western
Australian roads by Commonwealth
vehicles?

(4) If "No" to (3), will he undertake with
the Minister for Federal Affairs an
examination of the legalities and practi-
calities of making some charge?

(5) Does he know of any service (such as
telephone and postal) made available to
the State and its instrumentalities by the
Commonwealth without charge to the
State?

(6) Does the Australian Postal Commission
pay a licence fee or a fee in lieu of a
licence fee for the vehicles which it
operates as part of the Australia Post
courier?

(7) If "No" to (6), will it follow that the
overhead expenses of Western Australian
courier businesses are higher than those
of the Australia Post courier?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
( 1) (a) and (b) No.
(2) The Commonwealth is exempted from

paying State taxes under section 114 of
the Constitution. Equally the States and
their instrumentalities are not required
to pay Commonwealth taxes.

(3) and (4), Yes, hut clearly as the Consti-
tution now stands there is no legal way
of requiring the Commonwealth to pay
vehicle licence fees.

(5) The Commonwealth Government makes
numerous payments to the State for
services undertaken on its behalf. It is
not possible to individually identify
these, although they range over the
whole field of Government services such
as education, welfare, etc.
However, one specific example of con-
cessions which can be identified relates
to the operations of the WA Fire
Brigades Board.
Until 31st August, 1975, the Australian
Telecommunications Commission pro-
vided concessions to the WA Fire
Brigades Board on charges for telephone
exchange line services and connection
fees.
The concessions were removed from 1st
September, 1975, and in lieu of these
the Commonwealth Governtnent now
pays an annual grant to the board
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(6)
(7)

(through the State Government) which
in real terms is equal to the value of
the concessions.
The commission is continuing to pro-
vide a concession in respect to charges
for fire alarm lines.
No.
Yes, to the extent of the difference in
vehicle licence fees payable.

WELLINGTON DAM
Catchment Area

184. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:
(1) Is it a fact that the department has

authorised experiments by a private per-
son, to be conducted on the Wellington
catchment area?

(2) Are the experiments designed to alleviate
the salinity problem in the area?

(3) Would he please advise-
(a) precisely what is to be done;
(b) how long will it take;
(c) how much will it cost?

(4) Are there any plans to include the
Wellington catchment area into the
metropolitan supply system?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(I) to (4) No.

SALT WATER CROCODILES
Survival,

185. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Conservation and the
Environment:
(1) Is he aware of the apparently seri ous

decline in numbers of salt water
crocodiles?

(2) What positive action does he propose to
ensure the survival of the species?

Mr
(1)

P. V. JONES replied:
Yes.

()No operational action, but it is pleasing
to note that two of the rivers which
appear to have the best populations are
in the Prince Regent Nature Reserve.

SCHOOL DENTAL THERAPY CLINIC
Rockinghiam

186. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Will the department be establishing a

dental therapy clinic in a Rockingbam
primary school during the financial year
1977- 1978?

(2) If "Yes" at what school, and when?
(3) If "No", why not?
Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) to (3) Planning for the building of

dental therapy clinics during the financial
year 1977-78 will not be completed until
State and Commonwealth Budgets are
presented.

WATER SUPPLIES
Northern Suburbs

187. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:
(1) Adverting to my question 106 of 4th

August, is there any evidence to show
that pumping at present levels is having
an adverse effect on the flora surround-
ing the pumping areas?

(2) If "Yes", what effect is shown and over
what area?

(3) If "Yes" to (1),
(a) will it not accelerate the flora

growth problem if the Govern-
meet proceeds with its plans to
triple the water outtake; and

(b) will the department have another
look at its proposals, in view of the
possibly harmful effect to the en-
vironment, before increasing the
present outtake?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) Following two successive

drought years, some older trees in
pumped areas appear to be affected,
although regrowth is quite healthy.
Quite similar effects are evident in
other areas not being pumped.

(3) (a) No, since additional areas will be
developed.

(b) The extraction of underground
water is continuously monitored by
the Metropolitan Water Board in
consultation with the Department of
Conservation and Environment,
and the Forests Department.

WATER BORES
Golden 8ay-Peelhurst Area

188. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:
(1) Adverting to the information given to

the House on 4th August last relating to
bores in the Singleton-Peelhurst area,
will he please advise-
(a) will the bores be used to supple-

ment the metropolitan water supply;
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(b) if "Yes" when?

(2) (a) If "Yes" to (1) (a), what arrange-
ments will be made by the Govern-
ment for those constituents of mine
who find they need to sink deeper
bores because of a possible reduction
in the water table level;

(b) what guarantees will the Govern-
mient provide that their drawing on
these water supplies will not cause
'an increase in the salinity level as it
presently exists?

Mr
.( )

O'CONNOR replied:
(a) No, these are

only and are
production.

(b) Not applicable.

exploratory bores
not suitable for

(2) Not applicable.

COCKBURN SOUND

Oil Tankers

189. Mr BARNETT, to the Premier:

(1) Is the Premier correctly reported in
rThe West A ustralian of 30th August,
1976 in the section headed "controls"?

(2) Does he still maintain that the Aus-
tralian Labor Party policy of limiting
the size of oil tankers in Cockburn
Sound to 70 000 tonnes is something of
a joke, because that is the size the port
is already physically limited to by the
depth of water?

(3) Would the Premier care to comment on
the Press report, The West Australian
of 21st July, 1977, which advised that
the 86000 tonne Morgedal was un-
damaged after running aground at
Fairway buoy and later berthed at Kwi-
nana?

(4) Will he please implement the section of
the Australian Labor Party platform
which allows for a limitation on the size
of oil tankers entering Cockburn Sound
to 70 000 tonneS before a possible dis-
aster occurs?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) Yes. The safe draught of vessels naviga-
ting the channel from Parmelia and
Success flank is 12.65 metres. Depending

on their design, fully laden vessels
drawing this depth of water would be
up to 70 000 tonnes DWT.

(3) The Morgedal did not run ashore at
speed. She took the bottom so gently
that the Master was not aware she was
ashore until the pilot boarded her.
Her gentle grounding on a sandy bot-
tom is consistent with the fact that she
was subsequently reported to be un-
damaged after a thorough examination.

(4) No. Such a limitation would serve no
useful purpose as limitations do not
obviate the results of incorrect proced-
ures or errors of judgment.
(Note:, I am advised Morgedal was

loaded within the permitted draught
and was not carrying its full
capacity.)

PERMANENT AMBULANCE DRIVERS
Rockinghain-Medina

190. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Is it a fact that the permanent ambu-

lance drivers currently operating out of
Rockingham are to be transferred to the
new station at the Medina bus terminal?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) who will man the Rockingham

station;
(b) with how many ambulances?

(3) How will this be an improvement on
the existing facility?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) (a) The Rockingham station will be
manned by volunteers.

(b) There will be two ambulances at
Rockingham and one at the new
station at the Medina bus terminal.

(3) The new station at Medina bus terminal
will be manned by paid staff 24 hours
a day seven days a week. At present
paid staff are available at Rockingham
on weekdays only from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
The St. John Ambulance Association
considers that the new arrangements
will give an improved service to Medina
and Rockingham towns hips in addition
to servicing the industrial complex at
Kwinana.

395



396 [ASSEMBLY]

SCHOOL CHILDREN
Police Interviews

191. Mr BARNETT, to the Minister for Edu-
cation:
(I) Is he aware that children at Rocking-

ham 1-igh School are being interviewed
by police at the school, without pos-
sibly sufficient attempts being made by
the school to contact the parents?

(2) What is his department's attitude to this
sort of action?

(3) Is it a fact that on at least one occasion
last week, the parent was at home and
if contacted, could have obviated the need
for the interviews that took place over
three periods, thus possibly disrupting
the child's schooling?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), would he take steps
to ensure parental participation in any
such interviews in the future?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) and (2) No. The policy is that attempts

are made to contact a parent and when
this is not possible a senior staff member
will be present at the interview.

(3) It is regretted that a parent was not con-
tacted but a senior staff member was
present. The interview lasted less than

-twenty minutes.
(4) The procedure is covered by departmen-

tal administrative instructions.

DEMONSTRATION AT MURDOCH
UNIVERSITY

Statement by Commissioner of Police

192. Mr JAMIESON, to the Minister for Police
and Traffic:
(1) Did he see the report published in the

Daily News of 11th July about state-
ments allegedly made by the Commis-
sioner of Police concerning the demon-
stration at Murdoch University on 9th
July?

(2) Will he ascertain and tell the House
whether the Commissioner was correctly
reported as saying "a lot of communists
were involved" and that wrong ideas
about demonstrations "are bred by
stupid political leaders Who say stupid
things for stupid people to follow"?

(3) Will he ascertain and tell the House
what evidence the Commissioner has
that "a lot of communists were in-
volved"?

(4) Will he ask the Commissioner to name
the communists?

(5) Will he ask the Commissioner and tell
the House how the Commissioner knows
they are communists?

(6) If the Commissioner cannot name them,
will he ask the Commissioner and tell
the House what number of communists
the Commissioner considers to be a lot
of communists?

(7) Will he ascertain and tell the House to
whom the Commissioner was referring
when he spoke of "stupid political
leadens"?

(8) Will he ascertain and tell the House
what statements by these leaders the
Commissioner considers stupid and why?

(9) Will he ascertain and tell the House who
the Commissioner considers were the
"stupid" people who followed the state-
ments and how they followed them?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1)
(2)

Yes.
to (9) 1 do not intend to interrogate the
Commissioner of Police on statements
he is alleged to have made to a news-
paper reporter.

PRE-SCHOOL TEACHERS
Transfer to Education Department

193. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Educa-
dion:
(1) Can be confirm that pre-school teachers

with three years training and several
years' experience will be required to go
on probation for 12 months when the
Education Department takes over the
staffing and supervision of pre-school
centres from the Pre-School Board?

(2) Could this requirement be viewed with
possibly some justification, as a down-
grading of established high standards
and speialised educational expertise?

Mr
(1)

P. V. JONES replied:
The Early Childhood Branch of the
Education Department is not taking over
all existing Pre-School Board Centres as
suggested in the question. Whether a
centre transfers is a decision for the
local parent committee to make. Teach-
ers in pre-school centres which remain
as community based centres will con-
tinue under the same conditions as at
present. The question of one year's
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temporary status preparatory to per-
manency is outlined in my letter to the
WA Pro-School Teachers' Union, a copy
of which I have handed to the member.

(2) Not applicable.

PRE-PRIMARY CENTRES
Establishment

194. Mr WnlSN, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) Is it Government policy to build pre-

primary centres in association with each
new primary school?

(2) If "Yes", can he say what guidelines
are followed in establishing pre-primary
centres in association with existing pri-
mary schools?

(3) If the answer to (1) is "No" can he say
what guidelines are followed in estab-
lishing new pre-primnary centres, gener-
ally?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) As funds permit, and in accordance
with the need to service the particular
region.

(3) Not applicable.

SCHOOLS
Community Use

195. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:
(1) How many times has the committee for

community use of schools met since it
was set up?

(2) When did the committee last meet?

(3) When does he expect the committee to
submit its final report?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) Full committee-3 meetings.

Sub-cammittee-3 meetings.

(2) Full committee--29th June, 1976.

(3) The work of this committee is considered
to be on-going. The committee will be
called together if and when further
deliberations relating to the community
use of schools are deemed necessary.

EDUCATION
Taxis: Printing

196. Mr CREWAR, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1) In answer to question 112 of 4th August,
the figures presented refer only to actual
printing cosfs; could he provide the
costs of-

(a) paper, including covens;
(b) all-

(i) distribution;
(hi) handling;
(iii) marketing costs,
for all titles?

(2) In the event of accurately kept cost
breakdown figures not being available,
could calculated estimates be given?

(3) (a) Did the department supply printing
blocks;

(b) if "Yes", what would the total
commercial cost of these be to pre-
pare, from art work stage to final
setting?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
The information sought by the member
is very extensive and I will reply per-
sonally to his question by letter.

DAMS

Construction

197. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

(1) Is it proposed to construct any addi-
tional major water catcbment dams in
the south-west in the next seven years?

(2) If "Yes-
(a) where precisely will such dams be

located;

(b) what is the expected cost of con-
struction expected to be;

(c) what will be the capacity of any
such dam;

(d) to what purpose will the water of
any such catchment. be put?

(3) If "No" to (1), will the water storage
capacity for Western Australia be ade-
quate for all purposes without the con-
struction of a further major dam within
the next seven years?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) to (3) There is no proposal for the con-

struction of a major dam at present. A
number of sites are under investigation
to varying degrees, so that construction
could take place if the need arises.

STATE FORESTS
Fine Plantations

198. Mr H. D). EVANS, to the Minister for
Forests:
(1) Have applications or tenders been called

for the milling or processing of pine
trees grown in Forest Department Plan-
tations?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) how many tenders Or applications

have been received;
(b) from whom or what firms were

tenders or applications received;,
(c) (i) which tenders or applications

were accepted; and
(ii) for what quantity of timber in

each case?
(3) If "No", to (1), is it proposed to call

for applications or tenders, and when?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) Applications have been celled on a num-

ber of occasions. It is assumed, how-
ever, that the member's question relates
to the announcement in January this
year of the Government's intention to
invite tenders for the milling of pine.
If this assumption is correct, the answer
is no.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) 'Yes. In the near future when resource

data and conditions of tender have been
finalised.

CATTLE
Slaughter for Local Market

199. Mr H. D. EVANS. to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) How many cattle for slaughter or fatten-

ing for slaughter for the local market
have been brought from the Kimberley
region to the southern portion of Western
Australia in each of the past three years?

(2) How many cattle have been slaughtered
for the local mnarket in each of the past
three years?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) 1st July, 1974-30th June, 1975-3 779

1st July, 1975-30th June, 1976- 280
1st July, 1976-3OLh June, 1977-1 843

(2) The actual numbers of cattle slaughtered
for the local market is not known to
my department.

FORESTS DEPARTMENT
Pine Timber

200. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Forests:

-(1) What persons or firms are able to pur-
chase sawn pine timber from the Forests
Department?

(2) What is the current price per cubic
metre the Forests Department charges
for sawn pines?

(3) What is the price per cubic metre which
retail outlets charge per cubic metre for
sawn pine?

Mrs CRAIG replied:
(1) Registered timber merchants and Gov-

ernment departments.
A few small sales are made ex country
mills to local individuals and small
manufacturers.

(2) There is a wide ran o f prce for vari-
ous sawn products. A /cpy of the
Forests Department's cufrent, trade list
price will be provided to the niember.

(3) There is no set retail price per cubic
metre and prices vary considerably. The
mark-up is generally not less than 40 per
cent to cover costs of stockbolding,
selling and distribution.

TRADE UNIONS
British Officials

201. Mr H. D3. EVANS, to the Minister for
Labour and Industr:
(1) Were any officials who currently hold

office with any trade union in Western
Australia born in England?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) will he name the officials concerned;
(b) the trade union with which each is

associated; and
(c) the position each holds?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) and (2) I am not in possession of infor-

mation to answer this question.
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WELLINGTON DAM
Catchment Area

202. Mr T. H. JONES, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:
(1) Would he kindly advise, as a result of

Mr H. W. Whittington's visit to the
Wellington Weir catchment area, has the
Government decided to permit Mr
Whittington to carry out experiments in
the area?

(2) If experiments are to be carried out, will
interested farmers be assisted financially?

Mr
(1)

O'CONNOR replied:
Discussions are currently in progress
with Mr Whittington on this matter. No
proposal for a trial has been formulated
so far.

(2) This question relates to something which
may never happen and I suggest the
member raises it again if and when Mr
Whittington is granted approval to
experiment in the caichmient area.

HOSPITAL
Donnybrook

203. Mr T. H. JONES, to 'the Minister for
Health:.

Will he kindly advise what stage the re-
planning for the construction of the
Donnybrook Hospital has reached?

Mr RIDGE replied:
As I advised the member on 7th July,
1977, officers of both the Public Works
Department and the Medical Department
are continuing to explore possible solu-
tions to what is a very difficult problem.

ROAD
Donnybrook-Mumballup

204. Mr T_ H. JONES, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Transport:
(1) Will the Minister kindly advise if the

section of road between Mr Fowler's
property and Mr Jackson's property on
the Donnybrook/ Mumballup Road is to
be upgraded in line with the general im-
provements now being carried out?

(2) If the answer is "No" will he kindly ad-
vise why the narrow bridge is to be left
on this section of road?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) Yet- subject to the completion

of formal resumption action for addi-
tional land requirements

BUILDING BLOCKS
Collie

205. Mr T. H-. JONES, to the Minister for
Housing:

Will he please advise to what extent
negotiations have proceeded for the sale
of additional State Housing Conmmis-
sion blocks at Collie?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
There are still 9 lots available from the
release in 1976. Sales since then have
been very slow.
No further land releases are contem-
plated for the time being, in view of the
apparently limited demand.

PERTH CITY COUNCIL
New Town Plan

206. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Urban
Development and Town Planning:

When is it likely the Perth City Council's
new town plan will be available for
public inspection?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
I am advised that Perth City Council
will be considering its city planning
scheme at its next meeting. Dependent
on its deliberations the scheme could be
available for public inspection within
the next month.

DENTAL THERAPISTS
A mending Legislation

207. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Health:
Will amendments be made to the Dental
Act during the present session of Parlia-
ment relating to dental therapists?

Mr RIDGE replied:
No amendments are envisaged during
this session of Parliament.

DETACHED CLASSROOMS
use

20S. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister
Education:

for

With respect to the old detached class-
rooms formerly used for "special"
classes:
(1) Is the building presently being

utilised by any youth groups?
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(2) Is the Education Department or the
Public Works Department the
present owner of the building?

(3) Is the building situated on the
school site or on a site separate
but adjacent to the school site?

(4) Is it possible to excise a portion of
a school site and so make it avail-
able for recreation purposes?

(5) Is it possible to lease a portion of a
school site and make it available
for recreational purposes?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
I should like to indicate that the
honourable member's question did nut
identify a particular primary school. I
have ascertained from the honourable
member that it refers to the Medina
Primary School and the answer in that
context is as follows--

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)

Yes--on an intermittent basis.
Public Works Department.
School site.
and (5). It is recommended that
the building remains under the juris-
diction of the school principal and
that its use be at his discretion.

SCHOOL
South Form ella

209. Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for
Education:

With respect to the proposed South
Parmelia School:
(1) When is it considered that con-

struction might begin?

(2) What is the general location?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) No definite time-table has been set

for the construction of the proposed
Chisham Primary School in Par-
melia. Increasing enrolments and
housing developments are being
closely monitored by officers of the
Education Department.

(2) The proposed Chisham Primary
School site is bounded by Chisham
Avenue, Parsons Avenue, Moysey
Court and Joiner Place, Parmelia.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
Electorate Offices

210. Mr STEPHENS, to the Premier:
With regard to electorate offices-
(a) what is the total capital cost of all

renovating and furnishings on all
offices to 30th June, 1977;

(b) for the year ended 30th June, 1977,
what was the total cost of-
Ii) renit;

60i electricity;
(iii) wages?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(a) $175 128

(b) (i) $608$22
(ii) $4 327

(iii) $389 127.

REGIONAL ADMINISTRATORS
Number and Offices

211. Mr STEPHENS, to the Premier:
(1) (a) To 30th June, 1977, how many

regional administrators have been
appointed: and

(b) for what regions?

(2) What has been the total capital cost
of renovations and furnishing of these
offices?

(3) For the year ended 30th June, 1977,
what was the total cost of-
(i) rent;

(Hi) electricity;
(iii) wages and/or salary?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

(1) (a) 7
(b) Gascoyne

Goldfields
Great Southern
G reenough
Kimberley
Pilbara

South West

(2) $64348

(3) (i) $33 699.86
(ii) $5 738.12

(iii) $192 892
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SERVICE PENSIONERS
Concessions

212. Mr SKIDMORE, to the Treasurer:
Further to my question without notice
to the Premier regarding eligibility of
pensioners to receive either a subsidy or
deferment of rates, will he advise me
what pensions are covered under the
term "Service Pension"?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
A service pension is a pension payable
under the Repatriation Act, to veterans
who:-

(a) suffer from pulmonary tuberculosis;
or

(b) served in a theatre of war and have
attained the age of 60 years in the
case of a male, or 55 years in the
case of a female, or are permanently
unemployable.

The spouse of a service pensioner may
also be paid a service pension if not
already receiving a pension, or allow-
ance, from the Department of Social
Security.

The service pension is broadly equivalent
to the Department of Social Security
age pension and is subject to the pro-
visions of a similar income test for
persons under 70 years of age.

HOUSING

East Victoria Park

213. Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for Housing:
What style of housing will the commis-
sion be looking to for construction on
the land in Beatty Avenue, between the
Primary School and Miller Street, East
Victoria Park?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Until the Housing Commission has had
some discussion with the local authority
concerning rezoning of this land, and
ascertained the residential classification,
which will apply in the event of rezoning
being granted, no firm indication can be
given as to the type of housing the
Housing Commission will be aiming to
construct.

21t4. This, question was postponed.

QUESTONS WITHOUT NOTICE

URANIUM
Experimental Work

1.Mr BARNETIT, to the Minister for Mines:
(1) Has any experimental work on uranium

ever been carried out by Western Min-
ing Corporation at its Kwinana plant?

(2) What work and in what facility?
(3) Is it still happening?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
I thank the honourable member for
some notice of this question, the answer
to which is as follows-
(1) Yes.
(2) Small scale work designed to test

ore treatment methods.
(3) No.

AUSTRALIAN UNION OF STUDENTS
TRAVEL SERVICE

Collapse

2. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Consumer
Affairs:
(1) H-as the Minister been advised of the

reported collapse of the Australian
Union of Students Travel Service?

(2) Is he able to advise the number of
Western Australian students either
stranded or who have travel arrange-
ments pending with the service?

(3) Has the Minister's department made any
assessment of the need for increased
security for patrons of travel organism-
lions, and if so can he advise what these
are?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
I thank the member for some notice of
the question, the answer to which is as
follows-
(1) Yes.
(2) and (3) The matter is being investi-

gated by the Consumer Affairs
Department

TOURISM
Report

3. Mr HARMAN, to the Premier:
As a preamble to my question without
notice I refer to an article ink the Daily
News today indicating a report was
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released by the Western Australian
Minister for Tourism on matters con-
cerning tourism in Western Australia,
which report cost in excess of $100 000
most of which was paid mainly by the
Australian Government. My question
is that I am not aware that this report
was tabled in Parliament and I ask the
Premier whether he will arrange for his
departmental officers to ensure that at
least one copy of the report is made
available to Parliament House at least
by next Monday, either to be tabled
or for supply to the library.

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

I will have the member's request in-
vestigated.

PRE-PRIMARY EDUCATION

Parental Representation

4. Mr WILSON, to the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1) Did the Minister tell a recent meeting
of parent representatives that he was in
favour of elected parent representation
at a policy making level in the new
early childhood section of the Educa-
tion Department?

(2) If the answer to (1) is "No", did the
Minister make any comment at all on
the need for elected parent representa-
tives at the meeting? If he did, what
was the nature of his comments?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:

(1) and (2) 1 have a copy of the transcript
in front of me now. In fact, I did
indicate that the co-ordinating commit-
tee, which comprises three members of
the Pre-School Board and three mem-
bers of the Education Department and
which is now regularly meeting to
carry out the integration procedures
which are under way, has in fact
discussed this. We do consider that
there ought to be some group of people
including elected parent representatives.
and in that context I did mention it. I
have a copy of the transcript which
will be sent to pre-school centres in the
next few days.

CONSUMER PROTECTION
Contra-Pak Systems

5. Mr CLARKO, to the Minister for Consumer
Affairs:
(1) Is the Minister aware of the activities

of a Sydney-based firm which has been
advertising in the local Press inviting
people to become involved in contract
packing of goods in the home?

(2) Has the Bureau of Consumer Affairs
received complaints from people who
have sent money to the firm and re-
ceived nothing in return?

(3) If so, what action is being taken?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
I thank the member for some notice of
the question, the answer to which is as
follows-
(1) Yes. The firm is known as Con-

tra-Pak Systems of 8th floor, 12t
Walker Street, North Sydney.

(2) Four complaints have been received
by the bureau in the last two weeks
and numerous inquiries.

(3) Attempts made to contact the firm
have been fruitless. The bureau in
Sydney was contacted by the WA
bureau and they advised that they
also have received a number of
similar complaints and had referred
the matter to the Trade Practices
Commission. The commission at a
recent hearing in Sydney obtained
an interim injunction restraining the
firm from further advertising. This
provided the basis for the NSW
police to obtain warrants for the
arrest of the firm's principals.

DAMS
Construction

6. Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for Water
Supplies:

I would like to ask a supplementary
question arising from an answer given
to part (3) of question 197 on today's
notice paper. Will the water storage
capacity in Western Australia be
adequate for all purposes without the
construction of further major dams in
the next seven years? The Minister
did answer to the effect that this might
be so if the need arose, but I am sure
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he inadvertently overlooked the specific
answer and I know the House will be
interested.

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
This depends to a degree on the amount
of rain and the consumption of water.
I think the member knows there are two
dams under construction at the mo-
ment, one at Wungong Brook and the
other at North Dandalup. which will in-
crease the capacity of the metropolitan
area. We presume that under normal
circumstances we would have adequate
supplies.

URANIUM
Yeellrrde Deposits

7. Mr BARNETT', to the Premier:
Adverting to the proposals by Western
Mining Corporation to establish a
uranium mine at Yeelirrie -
(1) Would the Premier outline to the

House what is meant by a "pilot
plant"?

(2) What type of mining-for example
open cut- is proposed?

(3) What testing of radon gas levels
has taken place to date, and what
are the results?

(4) Subject to the go-ahead being given
to Western Mining Corporation to
establish a $200 million reactor at
Veelirrie, what sort of reactor is
proposed to' be established?

(S) Is it proposed to have separate
plants for-
(a) conversion to UF6;

(b) enriching:
(c) conversion to fuel?

(6) Where is it proposed to store the
waste fuel from Yeelirrie?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) A pilot plant would simulate, on a

reduced scale, the ore treament pro-
cesses to be used in producing
yellow cake in a full-scale treatment
plant. It would have a capacity of
1.5 tonnes per hour and about 8 000
tonnes of Yeelirrie ore would -be
used in the various tests.

(2) Open-cut mining is proposed for
Yeelirrie.

(3) Western Mining Corporation is
carrying out environmental studies
that include measurement of exist-
ing radon levels and calculating
levels for the future open-cut mine.
The company understands that all
relevant State and Federal regula-
tions regarding radon levels must be
observed.

The reasons prompting the parts (4) to
(6) are not understood, but the answers
are-
(4) No reactor is contemplated. It

would be a bargain price reactor
at $200 million. The $200 million
investment will enable ore to be
mined and yellow cake-UsO-to
be produced.

(5) No. The Yeelirrie plant is- only
proposed to produce yellow cake.

(6) No waste fuel is generated at
Yeelirrie so no storage is required.
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